
FitzGerald et al. 2009

Current Rate of Eustatic Sea Level Rise 3-3.5 mm/yr
Sea level will likely rise by 1 m by 2100



Mississippi Delta in 2100. Blum and Roberts (2009) Nature GeoScience.



Elevations in the Bonnet Carre
Spillway Between Airline Highway
And Lake Pontchartrain Are as High
As 8 Feet



•In the LaBranche Wetlands, 
•Elevation is Near Sea Level
•South of the Railroad
•Wetlands Deteriorating
•Storm Surge Reduced 3-4 Feet



Kenner Wetland Assimilation

$5 Million will restore and sustain 2500 acres. $2000 per acre



Central Wetlands Unit Wetland Assimilation

$30 Million Will  Restore 15,000 Acres, $2000 per acre.

Landowner issues
Are being worked out
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EXTENSIVE CYPRESS SWAMPS

EXTENSIVE AREAS OF REED SWAMPS

5-6 M HIGH



Wetlands in Central Wetlands Unit
Are Losing Elevation Rapidly









Because of the Increasing Threat of Hurricanes, Forested Wetlands
Should Be Planted in Front of All Levees
•Cypress
•Mangroves



Mangroves Are Spreading
Rapidly in Miss Delta

– Avicennia 
germinans

– Black Mangrove



30 cm in 3 months in
1927

55 cm from 1927 to
2002
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Healthy very tall wetlands being cut for the access channel of the MRGO 
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