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Greater New Orleans Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System

Westbank and Vicinity Projects

Individual Environmental Reports 
13 and borrow

Ms. Julie Vignes, Senior Project Manager
Mr. Ted Carr, Project Manager

St. Paul’s Benevolent Association Hall
Jan. 8, 2009
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• To discuss the proposed action that will reduce 
risk to communities from Belle Chasse to Oakville 
and other areas of the Westbank

• The project will connect the Westbank and 
Vicinity portion of the Greater New Orleans 
Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
System to the Mississippi River levee in 
Plaquemines Parish

Why we are here tonight
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• Required of all major federal actions

• Analyze potential impacts to the human and natural 
environment and investigate reasonable alternatives 

• Public Involvement is KEY!  We want to hear from you!

• Goal: more informed decision making through public 
involvement

• Analysis documented in Individual Environmental 
Reports (IER)

National Environmental Policy Act: 
NEPA
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Westbank and Vicinity Hurricane Protection Project
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Hero to Oakville Levees and Floodwalls (IER 13)

Harvey Canal

Algiers Canal

Hero Canal

Bayou Aux 
Carpes 

404(c) site
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Hero Levee
Proposed Action:
• Raise earthen levee to 
elevation 14 ft 
• Enlarge current 
earthen levee on the 
protected side 
• Connects to GIWW 
West Closure Complex 
and Hero to Oakville 
levee

Harvey Canal

Algiers Canal

Hero Canal

Bayou 
Aux 

Carpes 
404(c) site
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Video

* note – Eastern Tie In video will soon be available on www.mvn.usace.army.mil
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Hero to Oakville (IER 13)
Proposed Action: Alternative 1

Hero Levee
Hero Levee

Non Fed Levee

Non Fed Levee
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Hwy 23 Crossing
• Provides an evacuation and emergency response route for 
lower Plaquemines Parish residents

• Traffic impacts during construction will be minimized as 
much as possible 

• Permanent impacts to current traffic patterns should be 
expected

• Proposed action would require construction and permanent 
use of access roads 

• Construction duration is 400+ days

• Requires construction of two access road vehicular gates 
and a railroad gate
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Aerial View

Profile View

Hwy 23 Crossing
Proposed 
alignment

Mississippi River Levee

Peak height 16’5”

Key

Access roads

Railroad tracks

Ramp incline/decline

Ramp peak/floodwall

Proposed alignment
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Cultural Resources Investigation
• Phase I results showed 
high potential for 
encountering cultural 
resources from the late 
1800's 

• Phase II investigation 
studied two sites

o River site

o Oakville site



BUILDING STRONG SM

12

Cultural Resources Investigation
• Oakville site findings 
include:

dishes doll fragments 
bricks   glass       
stoneware bottles

• Results will be 
documented in an 
archeological report to be 
completed later this year 

• Proposed action will not 
impact any cultural 
resource sites
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Connection to Proposed Plaquemines Parish 
Non-Federal Levees

Hero Levee
Hero Levee

Non Fed Levee

Non Fed Levee
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Upcoming Public Meetings
• Jan. 12, 2009

o Borrow  (IER 25) at Waggaman Playground

• Jan. 28, 2009
o Plaquemines Parish Non-Federal Levees at 

Woodland Plantation
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• IER 25 – Government Furnished Borrow sites 
o Released for public review and comment: Dec. 8, 2008

o Comment period extended to: Jan. 12, 2009

• IER 12 – Harvey and Algiers Canals Levees and Floodwalls 
(GIWW West Closure Complex)

o Released for Public Review and Comment: Jan. 5, 2009  

o Public Comment Period closes: Feb. 4, 2009

* copies available at www.nolaenvironmental.gov or by request

IER Currently Available for Public Review
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Opportunities for Public Input
•• Monthly Public Meetings throughout New Orleans Metro AreaMonthly Public Meetings throughout New Orleans Metro Area

•• Comments can be submitted at: Comments can be submitted at: wwww.nolaenvironmental.gov

•• Individual Environmental Reports (IER) 30Individual Environmental Reports (IER) 30--day Public Reviewday Public Review

Questions and comments regarding Greater New Orleans Storm Damage Risk 
Reduction System projects should be addressed to:

Gib Owen
PM-RS
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Telephone: 504-862-1337
E-mail: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil
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The Corps’ new Web site 
www.mvn.usace.army.mil




