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• Highlight recent construction milestones and 
provide a status update on risk reduction measures in 
St. Charles Parish. 

• Discuss refinements of the proposed plan to 
construct a stronger and more reliable Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System on the 
Eastbank of St. Charles Parish.

Why are we here tonight
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Buying Down Risk
All stakeholders contribute to reducing risk

Initial Risk

Zoning Building
Codes

Outreach
Evacuation
Plan

Insurance
Levee

Residual Risk
Risk Reduction Tools

(Cumulative)
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• Required for all major Federal actions

• Analyze potential impacts to the human and natural 
environment and investigate reasonable alternatives 

• Corps has made alternative arrangements with NEPA 
to expedite project timelines

• Public Involvement is KEY!  We want to hear from you!

• Goal: more informed decision making through public 
involvement

National Environmental Policy Act: 
NEPA
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Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction System
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sampleLake Pontchartrain and Vicinity 

Project St. Charles Parish
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Ongoing Construction Reach 2A

• Began in Jun. 2007

• Expected completion 
late summer 2009

• Levee being raised to 
elevation 16.5 ft

Reach 2A follows the existing levee alignment and raises the elevation 
about 2 ft
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Ongoing Construction Reach 1B

• Began in Jun. 2007

• Expected completion 
Jul. 2009 Reach 1B follows the existing levee alignment and raises the elevation 

about 2 ft
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Changes Proposed in IER 
Supplemental #1

to Approved Actions
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sampleAccess Routes Approved in IER 1
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sampleAdditional proposed access roads

Legend

Access road 
approved in IER 1

Additional proposed 
access road in IER 1 
Supplemental
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sampleLevee Reach 2B, and a portion of Reach 1A
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Existing

Levee

Existing geotextile layer

Flood SideProtected  Side

ROW – Right-of-Way

180 ft - approx170 ft - approx

Levee Reach 2B Approved Action
Levee Straddle

New Material

New MaterialNew Material
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Existing

Levee

Existing geotextile layer

Flood Side

ROW – Right-of-Way

Levee Reach 2B Proposed Action
Levee Degrade

Protected  Side

Levee degraded outside of hurricane season

New geotextile layer

New high strength geotextile fabric installed

Rebuilt 

Levee

Levee rebuilt to previous elevation prior to hurricane seasonWork to raise to 100 yr level of protection proceeds during hurricane season
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sampleCross Bayou and St. Rose Drainage Structures
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Cross Bayou Drainage Structure
Approved action

Adjacent to existing structure
Proposed action

Floodside of existing structure
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St. Rose Drainage Structure
Proposed action

Floodside of existing structureApproved action
Adjacent to structure
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sampleShell Pipeline



Team New Orleans

BUILDING STRONG ®

19

Team New Orleans

Shell Pipeline

Not to Scale

Approved action
Rebuild T-wall with

sheetpile cutoff 

Proposed action
Replace floodwall with levee,

and directional drill pipeline underneath

Not to Scale
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Airport Levee Reach

Approved action
15 ft levee floodside shift

Proposed action
45 ft levee floodside shift

Current landscape

Relocated 
Canal
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Airport Levee Reach

Approved action
15 ft levee floodside shift

Proposed action
45 ft levee floodside shift

Construction Landscape

Relocated 
Canal
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Airport Levee Reach

Approved action
15 ft levee floodside shift

Proposed action
45 ft levee floodside shift

West Levee 2011

Relocated 
Canal
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• Levee Reaches 2A, 2B, 1A, and 1B
• Bayou Trepagnier Complex Floodwall
• Goodhope Floodwall
• Floodwall under I-310
• Cross Bayou Drainage Structure
• St. Rose Drainage Structure
• Almedia/Walker Drainage Structures

• Totaling 10 contracts, over $130 million

Work in 2010
• Canadian Railroad Gate

Upcoming Work in 2009
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sampleLake Pontchartrain and Vicinity 

Project St. Charles Parish
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• Efforts to minimize impacts
• Traffic impacts on Airline Hwy
• Elevated noise levels
• Dust on unpaved roads (minimized with water) 
• Risk reduction

What To Expect During Construction
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• IER 1 Supplemental – La Branch Wetlands
• Released for public review May 15, 2009

• Public comment period closes Jun. 13, 2009

• Bonnet Carre Spillway Master Plan Update

• Released for public review May 7, 2009

• Public comment period closes Jun. 13, 2009

Note - copies available at www.nolaenvironmental.gov or by request

Currently Available for Public Review
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Opportunities for Public Input
• Regular public meetings throughout New Orleans metro area

• Comments may be submitted at: www.nolaenvironmental.gov

Questions and comments regarding Greater New Orleans Storm Damage Risk 
Reduction System projects should be addressed to:

Gib Owen
PM-RS
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
Telephone: 504-862-1337
E-mail: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil
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Resources
www.nolaenvironmental.gov http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil




