
 
  October 18, 2010               

 

Regional Planning and 
    Environmental Division, South 
New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
 
John Trask 
974 Topaz Street 
New Orleans, LA 70124 
 
Re: IER #27, Outfall Canals Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue 
Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana comment 
 
Dear Mr. Trask: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 16, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27 public review process.  The US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
  

The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana. The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
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 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
     
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Joan M. Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
     and Compliance Branch 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�


 
                October 18, 2010 

 

Planning, Programs, and 
 Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
  and Compliance Branch 
 
Ms. Beth Altazan-Dixon 
Performance Management 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 4301 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301 
 
Re: Draft IER #27 Outfall Canal Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London  
Avenue Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
 
Dear Ms. Altazan-Dixon: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 21, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27, public review period.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
 
 The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana.  The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
  
 CEMVN wishes to thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns, 
recommendations and findings regarding the draft IER #27. 
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 Comment #1: If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a 
Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary. 
 
 CEMVN response #1: It is anticipated that an LPDES stormwater general permit for 
construction activity would be required.  CEMVN would include contract clauses indicating that 
the selected construction contractor would be required to obtain all necessary permits prior to 
commencing construction.  Construction contractors would be required to develop a Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan, a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan, and implement 
all applicable necessary best management practices.  Additionally, CEMVN would have 
construction site inspectors at construction locations at all times to ensure compliance with all 
applicable rules, regulations, and contract specifications. 
  
 Comment #2: If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater 
treatment system, that wastewater treatment system may need to modify their LPDES permit 
before accepting the additional wastewater. 
 
 CEMVN response #2: The project would not result in a discharge to an existing 
wastewater treatment system. 
 
 Comment #3: LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or 
greater than one acre. 
 
 CEMVN response #3: See CEMVN response #1. 
 
 Comment #4: All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution 
from construction activities. 
 
 CEMVN response #4: See CEMVN response #1. 
 
 Comment #5: If any of the proposed work is located in wetland or other areas subject to 
the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, you should contact the Corps to inquire 
about the possible necessity for permits.  If a Corps permit is required, part of the application 
process may involve a Water Quality Certification from LDEQ. 
 
 CEMVN response #5: Clean Water Act Section 404 public notice or a Water Quality 
Certificate was not required because no in water work would be completed and no work would 
impact wetlands or waters of the United States. 
 
 Comment #6: All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region. 
 
 CEMVN response #6: No effects to groundwater would occur from remediation of the 
canal walls. 
 
 Comment #7: Please be advised that water softeners generate waste waters that may 
require special limitations depending on local water quality considerations. Therefore if your 
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water system improvement include water softeners, you are advised to contact LDEQ, Water 
Permits to determine if special water quality based limitations will be necessary. 
 
 CEMVN response #7: No water system improvements, including water softeners, are 
included in the project. 
 
 Comment #8: Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 
28.Lead-Based Paint Activities, LAC 33:III.Chapter 27.Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools 
and State Buildings (includes all training and accreditation) and LAC 33.III.5151 Emission 
Standard for Asbestos for any renovations or demolitions. 
 
 CEMVN response #8: No such renovations or remodeling are included in the project. 
 

Comment #9: If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated 
with hazardous constituents are encountered during the project, notification of LDEQ’s Single-
Point-of-Contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 is required.  Additionally, precautions should be taken 
to protect workers from these hazardous constituents. 
 
 CEMVN response #9: If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater 
contaminated with hazardous constituents are encountered, the contractor will provide appropriate 
notification to the LDEQ and other agencies, as required.  Construction contractors would be 
required to implement all applicable necessary best management practices to protect the 
environment and a Health and Safety Plan to protect the health and safety of employees.  
Additionally, CEMVN would have construction site inspectors at construction locations at all 
times to ensure compliance with all applicable rules, regulations, and contract specifications. 
 

Comment #10: Currently, Jefferson and Orleans Parishes are classified as attainment 
parishes with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for all criteria air pollutants. 
 
 CEMVN response #10: Acknowledged. 
 

 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in 
the IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
   
Thank you for taking time to review the IER and provide input. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Joan Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
 and Compliance Branch 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�


 
October 18, 2010                 

 

Regional Planning and 
    Environmental Division, South 
New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
 
Natanya Black 
100 Geneva Street 
Metairie, LA 70005 
 
Re: IER #27, Outfall Canals Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue 
Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana comment 
 
Dear Ms. Black: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 17, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27 public review process.  The US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN) would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
  

Regarding the new bike path along the 17th Street Canal, the bike path will be removed for 
construction and reinstalled as part of this project.  Deep soil mixing will be done on the protected 
side of the floodwall.  Work will be constructed from the flood side when feasible.  All of the 
construction is to be completed by June 2011.  An approximated time for deep soil mixing on the 
Jefferson parish side of the 17th Street canal is 120 linear feet per week.  You should expect 
construction in the 4-5 blocks around your house over a period of a few months rather than a few 
weeks.  Currently, there are no other remediation projects scheduled for the 17th Street canal 
floodwalls.  The bike path will be reinstalled after the deep soil mixing is complete, but this work 
will all be within the same project. 
 
 Regarding noise in the area, individual pieces of heavy equipment typically generate noise 
levels of 80 dBA to 90 dBA at a distance of 50 feet. With multiple items of equipment operating 
concurrently, noise levels can be relatively high during daytime periods at locations within several 
hundred feet of active construction sites. The zone of relatively high noise levels typically extends 
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to distances of 400 feet to 800 feet from the site of major equipment operations. Locations more 
than 1,000 feet from construction sites seldom experience substantial levels (greater than 62 dBA) 
of noise.   As a result, you could continue to hear machinery two blocks away.  To comply with 
local noise ordinances, sound generating equipment would be partially enclosed with noise 
barriers at some locations, and mitigation measures would be used to address noise impacts 
identified at the construction sites. 
  
 The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana.  The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
 
 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
     
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Joan M. Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
     and Compliance Branch 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�


 
                October 18, 2010 

 

Planning, Programs, and 
 Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
 and Compliance Branch 
 
Mr. Miles M. Croom 
Assistant Regional Administrator 
Habitat Conservation Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
Re: Draft IER #27 Outfall Canal Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London  
Avenue Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
 
Dear Mr Croom: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 10, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27, public review period.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
 
 The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana.  The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
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 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
   
Thank you for taking time to review the IER and provide input. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Joan Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
  and Compliance Branch 
 
 
cc: Hartman NMFS Baton Rouge, LA 
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             October 18, 2010    

 

Regional Planning and 
    Environmental Division, South 
New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
 
Paul Hubbell 
127 Athenia Parkway 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 
Re: IER #27, Outfall Canals Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue 
Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana comment 
 
Dear Mr. Hubbell: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 9, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27 public review process.  The US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
 
 The New Orleans District is in receipt of your backflow, surge concept, Utility Patent 
Pending Publication No. US 2010-0143037 A-1 Application No. 61/199, 428 filed as Provisional 
on November 18, 2008, Titled: Water/Fluids Surge/Backflow Protection System and Management 
as how it relates to IER #27. Your alternative solution has been forwarded to our project team for 
evaluation and consideration.  
  

The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana.  The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
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 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
     
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Joan M. Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
     and Compliance Branch 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�
























 
                October 18, 2010 

 

Regional Planning and 
    Environmental Division, South 
New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
Ms. Marcia A. St. Martin 
Executive Director 
Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans 
625 St. Joseph Street 
New Orleans, LA 70165 
 
Re: Draft IER #27 Outfall Canal Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London  
Avenue Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
 
Dear Ms. St. Martin: 
 
 This letter is in response to letters dated September 14, 2010 and September 16, 2010 
received during the IER #27, public review period.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New 
Orleans District (CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public 
review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
  

The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana. The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
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 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
  
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Joan Exnicios 
 Chief, New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�


 
           October 18, 2010      

 

Regional Planning and 
    Environmental Division, South 
New Orleans Environmental Branch 
 
 
Sam Scandaliato 
SZS Consultants, Inc. 
616 Baronne Street, Suite 302 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
 
Re: IER #27, Outfall Canals Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue 
Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana comment 
 
Dear Mr. Scandaliato: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated September 27, 2010 and received during the 
IER #27 public review process.  The US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
(CEMVN), would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
 
 The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana. The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost.  Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011.  
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 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in the 
IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
     
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Joan M. Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
     and Compliance Branch 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�


 
                October 18, 2010 

Planning, Programs, and 
 Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
  and Compliance Branch 
 
Mr. James F. Boggs 
Supervisor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
 
Re: Draft IER #27 Outfall Canal Remediation on the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London  
Avenue Canals, Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
 
Dear Mr. Boggs: 
 
 This letter is in response to your letter dated October 1, 2010 and received during the IER 
#27, public review period.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District (CEMVN), 
would like to thank you for your participation in the IER #27 public review process. 
 

The CEMVN Commander, Colonel Edward R. Fleming, signed the IER #27 Decision 
Record on October 7, 2010.  This decision allows the CEMVN to proceed with its proposed action 
to remediate the floodwalls along the three outfall canals (17th Street, Orleans Avenue, and 
London Avenue) in Jefferson and Orleans Parish, Louisiana to strengthen the canal walls to reduce 
the flood risk and water damage to residences, businesses, and other infrastructure within the 
project area.   
 
 The Commander considered the information provided in the IER document as well as 
those comments received from the public and from interested agencies.  Colonel Fleming made his 
decision based upon what is in the best interest of the people of southeastern Louisiana.  The 
human environmental impacts were considered along with traditional engineering criteria that 
include risk and reliability, constructability, construction schedule, operation and maintenance, 
real estate requirements and cost. Public safety is the primary consideration for the Hurricane 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System and the CEMVN is committed to completing the work 
necessary to provide a 100 year level of protection to the community by June 2011. 
 
 CEMVN wishes to thank you for taking the time to submit your concerns, 
recommendations and findings regarding the draft IER #27. 
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 Comment: If the proposed project has not been constructed within 1 year or if changes are 
made to the proposed project, the Corps should re-initiate Endangered Species Act consultation 
with the Service to ensure that the proposed project would not adversely affect any federally listed 
threatened or endangered species or their habitat. 
 
 CEMVN response: If the project is not completed one year from the date of the Decision 
of Record for IER #27, USACE will re-initiate Endangered Species Consultation with USFWS. 
  

 We would like to thank you for your comments and for taking the time to participate in 
the IER #27 public review process. Should you have additional questions please contact Ms. Laura 
Lee Wilkinson at (504) 862-1212 or at laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil. 
   
Thank you for taking time to review the IER and provide input. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Joan Exnicios 
 Chief, Environmental Planning 
  and Compliance Branch 
 
 
 
 

mailto:laura.l.wilkinson@usace.army.mil�
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