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Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Request for Emergency Alternative
Arrangements under the National Environmental Policy Act, 40 CFR 1506.11

Nature and Scope of the Emergency:

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina caused major damage to the Federal and non-
Federal flood control and hurricane storm damage reduction systems in Southeast
Louisiana. This storm was followed by Hurricane Rita on September 24, 2005 which
made landfall on the Louisiana, Texas state border, causing damage to hurricane storm
damage reduction systems in southern Louisiana. Since the storms, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) has been working with state and local officials to restore the
Federal and non-Federal flood control and hurricane and storm damage reduction projects
and related works in the affected area. These efforts have been conducted mainly under
the authority provided by Public Law 84-99 and, more recently, under the authority of
Public Law 109-148, Department of Defense, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
to Address Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic Influenza Act, 2006 (3rd
Supplemental) and Public Law 109-234, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act
for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 (4™ Supplemental)
(project maps Appendix A). To date approximately one-third of the New Orleans
population has returned to the area. Many residences and business are waiting to see
positive improvements in the level of protection before returning to the area. A USACE
goal of 2010 has been set for completion of much of the work that will raise the level of
protection in the New Orleans area to a new standard and provide a level of security to
residents and businesses that will allow and encourage them to return to the area.

Need for Emergency Actions that require Alternative Arrangements:

Alternative arrangements take the place of an Environmental Impact Statement for
proposed actions with significant environmental effects that respond to the emergency.
These proposed alternative arrangements will remain in effect until the analyses of the
proposed actions outlined in the attached descriptions of the Individual Environmental
Reports (IER) are completed.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita weakened the existing storm damage reduction system in
southern Louisiana. The USACE has made great progress to restore that system under
the auspices of Task Force Guardian, whose charge was to repair and rehabilitate the
existing system back to pre-Katrina conditions by June 1, 2006 for Jefferson, Orleans, St.
Bernard, and Plaquemines Parishes. Work funded under the 3 and 4™ supplemental
laws is considered imperative to reduce an imminent threat for several reasons. First, the
existing system is still weakened from the back to back hurricanes. Second, the system
does not meet an acceptable level of protection based upon new engineering criteria
developed in the aftermath of the hurricanes. Third, the area has been devastated,
physically and economically. Finally, many citizens of New Orleans are awaiting
proposals and actions to lower the risk of floods and improve infrastructure to protect
human health and safety before returning and rebuilding. To facilitate recovery,
environmental issues must be addressed as quickly and as efficiently as possible.



USACE staff has preliminarily determined that significant impacts to the human
environment could possibly occur if certain aspects of the proposed actions are built to
meet USACE levee level of safety standards. Potential impacts would be primarily
related to the loss of wetlands and impacts to a barrier island ecosystem.

Potential Impacts to the Human Environment

The raising of the levees and floodwalls under the 4t Supplemental, construction of gated
closure structures, improved protection along the IHNC, and making repairs to non-
Federal levees has the potential for creating significant impacts to the human
environment. To illustrate why we believe the 4t Supplemental projects may have
potential impacts on the human environment we did a couple of quick investigations
based upon limited information. As more data becomes known, we will be able to better
determine which projects may have significant impacts if constructed.

Example 1: Because the majority of the projects Congress and the Administration
authorized and funded under the 4™ Supplemental already exist, alternatives are limited to
enlarging the levees along the protected side, flood side, or a combination of the two for
most areas of the hurricane levee system. Based upon a conservative footprint of a 1,000
foot wide levee equally divided on the flood side and protected side, we have estimated
that the LPV project could impact 4,393 acres of wetlands and 5,482 acres of non-
wetlands. Wetland impacts could include the destruction of bottomland hardwoods,
swamps, freshwater marsh, and saltwater marsh.

The majority of the non-wetland protected side area that may be impacted is mostly
developed property, so any levee enlargement along the protected side would likely
involve impacts to residential structures and businesses. The 1,000 foot wide levee
footprint is not specific to any one region or project. In some cases the additional right of
way required to accommodate a 100-year levee may be minor while in other locations it
may be significantly larger. During the alternative analysis phase, design plans will be
advanced to a level where the actual impacts can be determined with a level of
confidence.

Example 2: Based upon a conservative footprint of a 1,000 foot wide levee equally
divided on the flood side and protected side, we have estimated that the WBV project
could impact upwards of 1,328 acres of wetlands and 2,230 acres of non-wetlands.
Wetland impacts could include the destruction of bottomland hardwoods and swamps.
Much of the non-wetland protected side area is developed property, so any levee
enlargement along the protected side would likely involve impacts to residential
structures and businesses.

For both examples shown, unavoidable wetland impacts would be mitigated for as
discussed in the following section. No mitigation is anticipated to be needed for the
impacts to any uplands areas; however large numbers of residences and businesses may
be impacted by the levee work. Some of these residences and businesses were destroyed
by the flooding of the city, while others were left untouched. Private landowners would
be fairly compensated (Fair Market Value), if the levee is expanded on to their property.
As a standard practice for this type of work the USACE would complete a full



environmental investigation, Cultural Resource study, HTRW Phase 1 investigation
along with any other investigation pertinent to the area. As stated previously no work
would be completed prior to achieving compliance with all the environmental laws.
Concurrence from the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office would be required
before any construction award is granted.

Engineer Regulation (ER) 200-2-2, Environmental Quality (33 CFR 230), Procedures for
Implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), paragraph 8, provides that
district commanders may respond to emergency situations to prevent or reduce imminent
risk of life, health, property, or severe economic losses in advance of compliance with the
documentation and procedural requirements of NEPA. To date the New Orleans District
Commander has issued three determinations of imminent threat (Appendix B). Paragraph
8 of the regulation states that NEPA documentation should be accomplished prior to
initiation of emergency work if time constraints render this practicable; however, if
appropriate, such documentation may be accomplished after completion of the
emergency work. Paragraph 8 also states that, when possible, emergency actions
considered major in scope with potentially significant environmental impacts shall be
referred through the division commanders to HQUSACE for consultation with the CEQ
about NEPA arrangements. Compliance with all non-NEPA Federal, state and local
environmental statutes and regulations must be met prior to initiating construction
activities.

3" Supplemental Authority and Funding Provided to Address the Emergency:

No 3" Supplemental Projects are being recommended for inclusion into the emergency
alternative arrangements laid out in this document. However, a discussion of the 3™
Supplemental process and projects is warranted so that everyone has an understanding of
how the environmental process for the 3™ Supplemental projects was completed and why
4™ Supplemental projects require emergency alternative arrangements. The 3™
Supplemental directs the Secretary of the Army, through the Chief of Engineers to restore
the flood damage reduction projects, hurricane and storm damage reduction projects, and
related works by providing the level of protection for which they were designed at full
Federal expense. The plan to repair, restore, and rehabilitate damaged hurricane
protection projects was implemented with funds appropriated by Congress for Flood
Control and Coastal Emergencies related to Hurricane Katrina in the area covered by the
disaster declaration made by the President under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, 88 Stat 143, as amended (42 U.S.C. sec.
121 et seq).

The majority of the work funded by the 3™ Supplemental relates to the repair, restoration,
and rehabilitation at full Federal expense of the referenced Federal flood control and
hurricane protection projects to the design level of protection on previously authorized
Federal Hurricane Protection Projects. Those projects are: West Bank and Vicinity, New
Orleans, Louisiana, Hurricane Protection Project (WBV); Lake Pontchartrain and
Vicinity, Louisiana, Hurricane Protection Project (LPV); New Orleans to Venice,
Louisiana Hurricane Protection Project (NOV); Larose to Golden Meadow, Louisiana,
Hurricane Protection Project (LGM); and the Southeast Louisiana, Louisiana, Flood



Control Project (SELA). It is anticipated that approximately 104 construction contracts
will be awarded by the USACE to complete the 3™ Supplemental mission.

NEPA and other environmental compliance has been completed for these projects as part
of a variety of Environmental Impact Statements and Environmental Assessments that
were written in the past when the projects were authorized and funded. No additional
significant impacts are anticipated to occur as the result of the repair, restoration, and
rehabilitation of these projects. It should be noted that some new environmental
compliance investigations have been required due to project changes that occur as a result
of alignment shifts, right of way expansions, need for additional borrow, etc.

The 3™ Supplemental arguably provided funding for the repair to design elevations of
existing non-Federal levees in Jefferson, Orleans, St. Bernard, and Plaquemines Parishes.
Damage Survey Reports were completed and two levees systems were selected for
further investigation. The Grand Isle Back Levee, Jefferson Parish and the Plaquemines
Parish East Bank Back Levee were selected based upon the level of damage, amount of
funding available and local government requests for assistance. .

4™ SuEplemental Authority and Funding Provided to Address the Emergency:

The 4" Supplemental directs the Secretary of the Army, through the Chief of Engineers
to raise levee and floodwalls heights and otherwise improve the existing 186 miles of
levees and floodwalls for the LPV and WBYV projects to provide a level of protection
necessary for landowners to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program.
Authorization and funds were also provided for the construction of pumps and closure
structures at the 17th Street, Orleans, and London Avenue Canals, to improve the level
protection at the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal. Funds were allocated to reduce the
risks of storm surge and storm damage to the greater New Orleans metropolitan area by
restoring the surrounding wetlands and for developing a comprehensive plan, at full
Federal expense, to study deauthorization of deep draft navigation on the Mississippi
River Gulf Outlet. Additional funds were provided to complete the storm proofing of
non-Federal interior pump stations, replace or modify and incorporate certain non-
Federal levees in Plaquemines Parish into the existing New Orleans to Venice hurricane
protection system, and to complete repairs, modifications, and improvement to non-
Federal levees and associated protection measures in Terrebonne Parish. It is anticipated
that approximately 77 construction contracts will be awarded by the USACE to complete
the 4™ Supplemental mission. The USACE is proposing that this emergency alternative
arrangement only be implemented for the LPV and WBYV projects as they relate to the
hurricane protection authorizations (100 — year levee and floodwall, selective armoring,
IHNC closure structures, Outfall closure structures/pump stations) that were funded
under the 4™ Supplemental. All other projects (MRGO Deep Draft Study, Plaquemines
Non-Federal Levee, Terrebonne Non-Federal Levee, Wetlands Restorations Projects, etc)
would follow the normal USACE NEPA processes.

The planned work will be implemented with funds appropriated by Congress for Flood
Control and Coastal Emergencies related to Hurricane Katrina in the area covered by the
disaster declaration made by the President under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief



and Emergency Assistance Act, P.L. 93-288, 88 Stat 143, as amended (42 U.S.C. sec.
121 et seq).

Significant impacts to the human environment could occur as a result of some of these
proposed actions. Direct impacts to wetlands, residences, and businesses may occur as a
result. Loss of homes and businesses due to larger levee and floodwall footprints is
possible. At this time no NEPA investigations or any other environmental compliance
has been completed for the work funded by the 4™ Supplemental.

Duration:

Emergency flood control and hurricane storm damage reduction proposed activities may
be subject to alternative arrangements by deferring compliance with established NEPA
documentation requirements, if it is determined that a risk to life, health, property, or
severe economic loss is imminent, and that the proposed actions will have significant
effects.

Imminent risk to life, health or property can be defined as subjective and statistically
supported via evaluation of how quickly a threat scenario can develop; how likely that
threat is to develop in a given geographical location; and how likely it is that the threat
will produce catastrophic consequences to life and property. Implicit in the timing aspect
could be considerations of time or season or known cyclical activities.

Historically, the normal process followed by the USACE has been to complete
environmental investigations prior to a project being authorized and funded by Congress
and the Administration. This process has typically required a year to complete
environmental assessments and approximately four years for an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Prior to any feasibility studies, funding and authorization was granted
under the 4™ Supplemental which, has made environmental compliance a primary factor
in developing project schedules for the authorized work. The USACE environmental
team in New Orleans looked at the authorized work and came to the conclusion that four
to six EISs would be required to adequately evaluate the projects authorized by the
Administration. Aggressive schedules were developed that would allow for EISs to be
completed in 14 months once sufficient design information was available to evaluate the
reasonable alternatives. Issues with completing the EISs include a lack of design
information due to ongoing modeling efforts required to establish a new FEMA 100-year
flood elevation for landowners to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program
and the authorization to construct several new major structures such as, three new closure
structures in navigable waterways and three new closure structures/pump stations at
outfall canals in Orleans Parish. The construction of the new projects has the potential to
be controversial, require extensive environmental investigations, and could possibly
require long design times. A supplemental EIS (Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity
Hurricane Protection Project) completed under expedited schedules that included the new
projects discussed above, would impact the construction schedule for other segments of
the project that have relatively minor issues.



If the USACE were to follow a systematic environmental approach to investigating all
the work authorized under the 4™ Supplemental projects, a single EIS would be
completed that integrated all the impacts and evaluation together. This would tie all the
4t Supplemental projects to the completion date of the Record of Decision (ROD), as
such, no work on any of the projects could start until the ROD was executed.

Because this work is deemed an emergency by the USACE and the completion of the
work is critical to the future of New Orleans, an alternative arrangement process to
NEPA was developed that would allow for proposed actions to be evaluated and
decisions to be made on how to proceed with portions of the overall system that have
independent utility for reducing the risk of flooding in particular areas prior to
completing a system-wide analysis. This allows for a system wide environmental study
to be completed, while still moving segments ahead to construction at a pace fitting the
nature of the emergency.

Several criteria cited in the above definition are important in determining if there is an
imminent threat to the New Orleans Metropolitan area. The first is “subjective” which
allows a decision to be based on sound reasoning. The second and third are “statistically
supported evaluation” and “how likely that threat is to develop in a given geographical
location.” During the past five hurricane seasons, Southeast Louisiana has had 15
tropical storms or hurricanes pass within 300 miles of the city (three in 2002, two in
2003, three in 2004, five in 2005, and two in 2006). This represents an average of over
three storms per hurricane season. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) National Hurricane Center has reported for the past several
years that we have entered a period of more active hurricane seasons. The most recent
outlook (issued December 8, 2006 by the Colorado State University Hurricane Center)
calls for an active 2007 season, with 14 named storms, seven hurricanes of which three
may become major hurricanes. The Center further predicts that there is a 40 percent
chance of a Category 3-5 hurricane making landfall in the Gulf of Mexico during the
2007 hurricane season. This is an increase from last year’s prediction of a 30 percent
chance of a major hurricane making landfall in the Gulf of Mexico.

The next key phrase is “how likely the threat will produce catastrophic consequences to
life and improved property”. Assessment of the state of hurricane and storm damage
reduction system in the New Orleans metropolitan area following Hurricane Katrina
revealed that the existing level of protection, even for areas not damaged by Hurricane
Katrina, was generally less than that associated with the one percent chance of flooding
for a given year (the “100-year level of protection”). The absence of such protection
would normally result in the system being deemed “not certified” for purposes of the
national flood insurance program. However, in the case of the New Orleans metro area
following Hurricane Katrina, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
determined that it was appropriate to consider the system as “certified” for purposes of
the national flood insurance program given the commitment of the Administration and
Congress to expeditiously restore the system to a level consistent with “100-year
protection”.



This determination by FEMA is critical to the overall prospects for the restoration and
redevelopment of the New Orleans area economy. In the absence of certified hurricane
protection works, flood insurance would not be available to area residents and
commercial interests at an affordable level. As a consequence, area redevelopment
would be stifled.

Significant delays in completing the work required to achieve protection from the one
percent chance storm event would expose the New Orleans metropolitan area to two
threats. The first of these threats would be additional exposure to the one percent chance
storm event. Damages to the metropolitan area from such an event, reflecting post-
Katrina conditions, are estimated to be approximately $51 billion exclusive of
infrastructure damages. The second threat, and arguably one of an equal or perhaps even
greater level than that associated with additional exposure to the 100-year storm event, is
the severe economic condition the area is in. It is critical to the redevelopment of the area
that the people feel secure with the level of protection being built.

The last phrase of significance is “known cyclical activities.” As every day passes as we
move toward another hurricane season, the threat to life and property increases without
adequate storm surge protection. In this post Katrina world, updated engineering data
shows that much of the existing hurricane protection system only offers a 25 —year level
of risk reduction for most of the New Orleans area. As many as 60,000 FEMA trailers
are still being utilized in the metropolitan area, thus people and property are more
susceptible to storm damages than they would be if living in a more permanent residence.
Most of Jefferson and St. Charles Parishes and some parts of Orleans and St. Bernard
Parishes have been repopulated by residents returning to the area after completing repairs
to their structures.

Stakeholder Coordination

Coordination with Federal and State resource agencies is ongoing as we move forward
with the implementation of this mission. Numerous meetings, phone calls, e-mails, etc.
have occurred regarding the 3 and 4™ Supplemental projects with the Federal and state
resource agencies. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries
Service (NOAA), and the Environmental Protection Agency have reviewed the USACE
proposal for Emergency Alternative Arrangements and have agreed to the concept of
implementing the arrangements for the hurricane protection related to 4™ Supplemental
projects. Agency comments have been incorporated into this document. The USACE
alternative arrangements requires that environmental compliance for all environmental
laws (Threatened & Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act, Costal
Zone Management Act, etc) be completed prior to the award of any construction
contracts or the acquisition of property. Federal and state resource agencies regulating
non-NEPA related laws were not actively involved in the review; however the agencies
have been briefed on the position the USACE is taking in regards to this matter.

Project staffs are routinely engaged in a variety of public meetings, local governmental
meetings, media interviews, etc., to ensure local stakeholders know what is going on



regarding these projects. Stakeholder involvement during analysis of the proposed
actions and reasonable alternatives is critical to good decision making.

Potential Mitigation

While every effort will be made to avoid and minimize the impacts that will result from
the proposed actions, it is entirely possible that some unavoidable significant impacts will
occur as a result of the USACE actions as we carry out the mission assigned to us.
Impacts to freshwater and saltwater marshes, swamps, bottom land hardwoods, upland
forests, residences and business are likely to occur. Mitigation for unavoidable impacts
would be completed in areas close to where the impacts occurred, as is USACE policy.
Mitigation plans would be developed early in the process in cooperation with Federal,
state agencies, and public stakeholders.

Cumulative Impacts

The 3™ and 4™ Supplementals have authorized and funded an unprecedented amount of
work for the New Orleans metropolitan area. The potential cumulative impacts as well as
the potential for additional Federal funding for a Category 5 hurricane protection system
are one of the highest priority tasks to be evaluated during the design phase for this
proposed work. Under the proposed alternative arrangement process, cumulative
impacts would be evaluated by an interagency group of Federal and state agencies along
with interested stakeholders. The process would be to evaluate the cumulative impacts
for each proposed action as a part of the IER, with each new IER building off previous
reports, adding any new information that becomes available. Ultimately, a
Comprehensive Environmental Document would be written that would combine all the
environmental documents into a comprehensive evaluation of the past, present, and future
cumulative impacts of the proposed actions and tie together the mitigation plans
developed and being implemented.



Proposed Emergency Alternative Arrangements:

It is the intent of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Mississippi Valley
Division, New Orleans District (CEMVN) to follow a systematic planning effort that
investigates the proposed actions funded and authorized under the authority of Public
Law 109-148, Department of Defense, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations to
Address Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic Influenza Act, 2006 (3rd
Supplemental) and Public Law 109-234, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act
for Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 (4th
Supplemental). These Proposed Alternative Arrangements have been coordinated with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service,
Environmental Protection Agency, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and
DHS/Federal Emergency Management Agency, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, and Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality. Agencies are supportive of this process and recognize that it is
critical that the repair and improvement of existing hurricane protection projects be
completed in a timely manner. The alternative NEPA arrangements proposed by USACE
will not result in a lesser quality or level of environmental detail than currently required
by CEQ’s NEPA regulations. The difference between the proposed alternative
arrangements and compliance with the typical NEPA process relates to the timing of the
analysis of the individual components of actions enhancing flood protection for the
greater New Orleans area in the Individual Environmental Reports (IER) and the manner
in which cumulative effects will be analyzed. The cumulative effects would be evaluated
as a part of each IER, with each new IER building off previous reports, adding any new
information that becomes available. Ultimately, the full cumulative effects analysis will
be presented in a Comprehensive Environmental Document (CED).

In order to meet the needs of the people of Southern Louisiana in a timely manner that is
appropriate to the level of imminent threat, CEMVN proposes to achieve compliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by using the following Emergency
Alternative Arrangements.

1. CEMVN will place a public notice of the approved NEPA Alternative Arrangements in
the Federal Register along with a description of the proposed actions that would be
covered in the Individual Environmental Reports (IER) and the Comprehensive
Environmental Document (CED). Additionally, CEMVN will place a copy of the public
notice in local newspapers and in a newspaper with national distribution.

2. Scoping Process:

A: CEMVN will host a series of public scoping meetings in the New Orleans
metropolitan area to gather public comments on the proposed actions. There will be a
thirty-day comment period following the public meetings. Additional scoping meetings
may be conducted in other locales in the United States if deemed necessary.

B: CEMVN will place an ad in local newspapers and in a newspaper with national
distribution explaining each proposed action that will be analyzed in the IERs and asking
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for written comments to be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed to a point of contact at CEMVN.
The information for each proposed action will also be mailed and/emailed to all
interested stakeholders, including state and federal resource agencies. Comments will be
compiled and e-mailed to appropriate Federal and state agencies for coordination. There
will be a thirty-day comment period each time an ad is placed.

C: Web Site - CEMVN will establish and maintain a web page that provides details for
each IER and any other proposed actions being investigated or projects that are being
constructed in the area. The web page will contain a description of the Alternative
Arrangements CEMVN is following to achieve NEPA compliance. The web site will
contain updated information on each USACE proposed action that is being proposed and
constructed. Information will be shared with the US Geological Survey GIS for the Gulf
web site to allow for easier access by the interagency teams and interested stakeholders.
The GIS for the Gulf web site is a collaborative activity between the US Geological
Survey, the Department of Homeland Security, and the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency, in response to hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

D: Interagency environmental teams will be established for each IER. Federal and state
agency, local governmental, and tribal staff will play an integral part in the project
planning and alternative analysis. Interagency teams would be integrated with CEMVN
Project Delivery Teams to assist in the planning of each proposed actions and to describe
the potential direct and indirect impacts of each proposed action that will be used in the
development of any needed mitigation plans. Team members will be provided with new
information concerning the proposed action as quickly as possible in order to allow for
the expedient review and analysis of each proposed action. Teams would rely heavily
upon hydrologic models and the best engineering judgment of CEMVN Engineering
Divisions staff to develop plans and appropriate mitigation.

E: CEMVN will hold monthly meetings with agencies to keep them informed of overall
developments and allow CEMVN to gain agency feedback. All proposed work would be
closely coordinated with the ongoing Federal and state efforts to design a coastal
restoration and protection plan.

F: CEMVN will host monthly public meetings to keep the stakeholders advised of IER
developments. Public will be able to provide verbal comment during the meetings and
written comments after each meeting. Meetings will be advertised at least one week prior
to meeting. Meetings times and locations will be selected to accommodate public
availability.

3. CEMVN will actively involve the Federal and state agencies and local governmental,
tribal, and the public in mitigation planning for unavoidable impacts at the onset of the
planning process. Quantitative analysis of the acreages, by habitat type that is
determined to be potentially impacted directly or indirectly by each reasonable alternative
will be prepared. Proposed action and mitigation plans will be based upon existing
methodologies utilized for water resource planning. It is CEMVN’s intent to implement
compensatory mitigation as early as possible in the process once unavoidable impacts are
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determined. All mitigation activities will be consistent with standards and polices
established in the Clean Water Act Section 404 and the appropriate USACE polices and
regulations governing this activity.

4. Prior to any decision to proceed, CEMVN will complete an IER that documents the
process followed by the USACE, the preferred and reasonable alternative identified, the
alternatives analysis that has been performed, an analysis of the direct and indirect
impacts of the proposed action, an initial description of the cumulative impacts of this
proposal, an initial mitigation plan, and any interim decisions made by the USACE. Each
IER would identify areas where data was incomplete, unavailable, and areas of potential
controversy. Alternatives analysis will be based upon a geographic segment of the area
that is large enough to encompass any impacts directly and indirectly attributable to the
proposed action.

5. The IER’s will be posted on the USACE CEMVN Alternative NEPA Arrangement
web page for a 30-day public review and comment period. A notice of availability will
be mailed/e-mailed out to interested parties advising them of the availability of the IER
for review in addition to placing a notice in newspapers and other media and sharing the
IER’s during the monthly stakeholder meetings.

6. Public meetings would be held specific to each IER if requested by the stakeholders
involved in the review process. An IER addendum responding to comments received
during the public review and comment period would be completed and published for a
30-day public review period. Notice will be provided in newspapers and other media,
posted on web site, and a notice of availability will mailed/e-mailed out to interested
parties.

No sooner than 30 days after publication of the IER addendum, or an IER in the event no
comments or requests for meetings are received during the public review and comment
period, the District Commander will issue a decision describing how USACE will
proceed.

7. At a time when sufficient information is available CEMVN will produce a draft
comprehensive environmental document (CED) that will address the work completed and
the work remaining to be completed. The purpose of the draft CED will be to document
the work done by the USACE on a system wide scale and analyze the relationship of the
proposed actions covered in the IERs with other reasonably foreseeable projects. The
CED will incorporate the IERs by reference. The draft CED will include a discussion of
how the individual IER’s are integrated into a systematic planning effort, provide an
analysis of the overall cumulative impacts, analyze a final mitigation plan, and identify
any new information associated with long term operations and maintenance of the
approved actions analyzed in the IERs. Draft CED will include an analysis of the any
indirect impacts due to altered hydrology or induced development that resulted from the
actions taken by the USACE. Additionally, the draft CED would contain updated
information for any IER, or IER addendum that had incomplete or unavailable data at the
time the District Commander made a decision on how to proceed.
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8. The draft CED will be posted on the USACE web page for a 60-day public review
period. A notice of availability will be posted on the web site, mailed/e-mailed out to
interested parties advising them of the availability of the draft CED for review in addition
to placing a notice in newspapers and other media. Public meetings would be held during
the review period if requested by the stakeholders involved in the process.

9. Upon completion of the 60-day review period all comments will be appropriately
addressed in a final CED. The final CED will be published for a 30-day public review
period. Notice will be provided in newspapers and other media, posted on web site, and a
notice of availability will mailed/e-mailed out to interested parties.

No sooner than 30-days after publication of the final CED, the District Commander will
issue a decision describing how CEMVN will proceed. Decision will be made available
to stakeholders by posting to web site, mailing/e-mailing notices of availability, ads in
newspapers and news releases to other media such as radio and television stations.

The USACE will continue to obtain concurrence, permits, and any other authorizations
necessary to be in compliance with all other environmental laws prior to the initiation of
any proposed actions. This includes but is not limited to complying with Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, the Clean Water Act,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, and the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Prepared by CEMVN Environmental Branch staff. POC is Gib Owen CEMVN
Environmental Branch 504 862-1337 or via e-mail at
mvnenvironmental@mvn02.usace.army.mil

Mailing address for Mr. Owen is:

U.S Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

PM-RS, Rm: 363

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160
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copy of the vessel registration or
documentation, and proof of
identification.

Representatives of a business owned
or co-owned vessel must bring proof
that the individual is an agent of the
business (such as articles of
incorporation), a copy of the applicable
permit(s), and proof of identification.

Vessel operators must bring proof of
identification.

Workshop Objectives

The Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops are designed to reduce the
number of unknown and improperly
identified sharks reported in the dealer
reporting form and increase the
accuracy of species-specific dealer-
reported information. Reducing the
number of unknown and improperly
identified sharks will improve quota
monitoring and the data used in stock
assessments. These workshops will train
shark dealer permit holders or their
proxies to properly identify Atlantic
shark carcasses.

The Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshops
are designed to teach longline and
gillnet fishermen the required
techniques for the safe handling and
release of entangled and/or hooked
protected species, such as sea turtles,
marine mammals, and smalltooth
sawfish. Identification of protected
species will also be taught at these
workshops in an effort to improve
reporting. Additionally, individuals
attending these workshops will gain a
better understanding of the
requirements for participating in these
fisheries. The overall goal for these
workshops is to provide participants the
skills needed to reduce the mortality of
protected species, which may prevent
additional regulations on these fisheries
in the future.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801
et seq.

Dated: March 8, 2007.
James P. Burgess,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7-4560 Filed 3—-12-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Army

Board of Visitors, United States
Military Aacademy (USMA)

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with Section
10(a)(2) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—463),
announcement is made of the following
committee meeting:

Name of Committee: Board of
Visitors, United States Military
Academy.

Date: Wednesday, April 25, 2007.

Place of Meeting: The Capitol
Building, Room H137, Washington, DC.

Time of Meeting: Approximately 9:30
a.m. through 3 p.m.

Board Mission: The Board, under the
provisions of 10 U.S.C. 4355, and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act of
1972, as amended, shall provide the
President of the United States
independent advice and
recommendations on matters relating to
the U.S. Military Academy, to include
but not limited to morale and discipline,
curriculum, instruction, physical
equipment, and academic methods.

Board Membership: The Board is
composed of 15 members, 9 of which
are members of Congress and 6 persons
designated by the President. The 2007
Chairman of the Board is Congressman
John McHugh, New York-23rd District.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lieutenant Colonel Shaun T. Wurzbach,
United States Military Academy, West
Point, NY 10996—-5000, (845) 938—4200
or via e-mail:
shaun.wurzbach@usma.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Proposed
Agenda: Spring Meeting of the Board of
Visitors. Review of the Academic,
Military and Physical Programs at the
USMA. All proceedings are open to the
public. Picture identification is required
to enter the Capitol Building.
Subcommittees shall meet prior to the
Board meeting. The Board plans to
inquire into curriculum and academic
methods, fiscal affairs, the USMA
Master Plan, Lean Six Sigma, BRAC and
the relocation of the United States
Military Academy Preparatory School,
and Admissions. The Board shall
consider a motion to expand
subcommittees and shall vote to
approve revised Board operating rules.
Public Inquiry at Board Meetings: Any
member of the public is permitted to file
a written statement with the USMA
Board of Visitors. Written statements
should be sent to the Designated Federal
Officer (DFO) at: United States Military
Academy, Office of the Secretary of the
General Staff (MASG), 646 Swift Road,
West Point, NY 10996—1905 or faxed to
the Designated Federal Officer (DFO) at
(845) 938—3214. Written statements
must be received no later than five
working days prior to the next meeting

in order to provide time for member
consideration.

By rule, no member of the public
attending open meetings will be allowed
to present questions from the floor or
speak to any issue under consideration
by the Board.

Brenda S. Bowen,

Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 07-1162 Filed 3—-12—-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710-08-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Adoption of Alternative Arrangements
Under the National Environmental
Policy Act for New Orleans Hurricane
and Storm Damage Reduction System

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.

ACTION: Public notice.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Mississippi Valley
Division, New Orleans District
(CEMVN) is implementing Alternative
Arrangements under the provisions of
the Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for Implementing the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) (40 CFR 1506.11) in order to
expeditiously complete environmental
analysis of major portions of a new 100-
year level of Hurricane and Storm
Damage Reduction effort authorized and
funded by the Administration and the
Congress. The proposed actions are
located primarily in southern Louisiana
and relate to the Federal effort to rebuild
the Hurricane and Storm Damage
Reduction system following Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.

The USACE consultation with the
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ), as required under 40 CFR
1506.11 and the USACE Environmental
Quality Procedures for Implementing
the NEPA (33 CFR 230), concluded on
February 23, 2007 with the CEQ
approving the Alternative
Arrangements. The Alternative
Arrangements request was also
coordinated with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Marine
Fisheries Service, Environmental
Protection Agency, Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, Department of
Homeland Security-Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources, Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality and the
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Louisiana State Historic Preservation
Officer.

During the consultation, the USACE
and CEQ hosted four public meetings in
New Orleans metropolitan area to assess
the request and gather input on the
proposed Alternative Arrangements.
The input received during the course of
the discussions and meetings provided
strong support for Alternative
Arrangements that allow for expedited
decisions on actions to lower the risk of
floods and that restore public
confidence in the hurricane storm
reduction system so that the physical
and economic recovery of the area can
proceed as citizens return and rebuild.
It was also made clear that the
Alternative Arrangements should
provide the USACE a way to proceed
that complements other ongoing and
proposed hurricane protection and
coastal restoration efforts.

These Alternative Arrangements
apply to certain proposed actions
included in the 100-year Hurricane and
Storm Damage Reduction measures
authorized under Public Law 109-234,
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Defense, the
Global War on Terror, and Hurricane
Recovery, 2006 (4th Supplemental). The
Alternative Arrangements will allow
decisions on smaller groups of proposed
actions to move forward sooner than
under the traditional NEPA process. An
in-depth analysis and consideration of
potential environmental impacts will be
completed and negative environmental
impacts will be addressed. Detailed
information on the Alternative
Arrangements can be downloaded from
the USACE New Orleans District Web
site at: http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/
pd/Envir_Processes_NEPA/Index.htm.

DATES: See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
section for meeting dates.

ADDRESSES: See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for meeting
addresses.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions concerning the emergency
Alternative Arrangements should be
addressed to Gib Owen at U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, PM-RS, P.O. Box
60267, New Orleans, LA 70160-0267,
phone (504) 862—1337, fax number (504)
862—2088 or by e-mail at
mvnenvironmental
pd@mvn02.usace.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Emergency Alternative
Arrangement Process: In order to meet
the needs of the people of southern
Louisiana in a timely manner that is
appropriate to the level of imminent
threat, CEMVN will comply with the

NEPA by using the following emergency
Alternative Arrangements.

1. CEMVN is placing this public
notice of the NEPA Alternative
Arrangements in the Federal Register
along with a description of the proposed
actions that will be analyzed in
Individual Environmental Reports
(IERs) and a Comprehensive
Environmental Document (CED).

2. Scoping Process: a. This Federal
Register notice is initiating the scoping
process with a thirty-day public
comment period for the IERs described
in this notice. CEMVN will also host a
series of public scoping meetings,
followed by thirty-day comment
periods, in the New Orleans
metropolitan area to gather public
comments on the proposed actions.
Additional scoping meetings may be
conducted in other locales in the United
States if deemed necessary.

b. Concurrent with this Federal
Register notice, CEMVN is placing
public notices in broadcast media, local
newspapers and a newspaper with
national distribution publicizing the
dates and location of the public scoping
meetings, describing each proposed
action that will be analyzed in the IERs,
and providing thirty days for written
comments to be mailed, faxed, or e-
mailed to a point of contact at CEMVN.
The information for each proposed
action will also be mailed and e-mailed
to all interested stakeholders, including
state and Federal resource agencies. The
Corps will make its best effort to reach
the citizens of New Orleans, including,
to the extent feasible, persons who have
relocated to other areas. The comments
received will be compiled and e-mailed
to appropriate Federal and state
agencies for coordination.

c. CEMVN will establish and maintain
a Web page that provides details for
each IER and other proposed actions
being investigated or projects that are
being constructed in the area by the
USACE. The Web site will contain a
description of the Alternative
Arrangements CEMVN is following to
achieve NEPA compliance.
Additionally, information or links from
other Federal and state agencies
conducting operations in the New
Orleans area will be available on this
Web site. This will include, where
available, links to proposed actions and
ongoing environmental analyses, and
references and available links to
environmental analyses previously
conducted in the area.

d. Interagency environmental teams
are being established for each IER.
Federal and state agency, local
governmental and tribal staff will play
an integral part in the project planning

and alternative analysis. Interagency
teams will be integrated with USACE
Project Delivery Teams to assist in the
planning of each proposed action and in
the description of the potential direct
and indirect impacts of each proposed
action that will be used in the
development of any needed mitigation
plans. Team members will be provided
with new information concerning the
proposed action as quickly as possible
in order to allow for the expedient
review and analysis of each proposed
action. Teams will rely heavily upon
hydrologic models and the best
engineering judgment of CEMVN
Engineering Division staff to develop
appropriate mitigation plans.

e. CEMVN will hold monthly
meetings with agencies to communicate
overall developments and allow for
agency feedback. All proposed work
would be closely coordinated with the
ongoing Federal and state efforts to
design a coastal restoration and
protection plan.

f. CEMVN will host monthly public
meetings during the preparation and
completion of the IERs and CED
included in these Alternative
Arrangements. The monthly meetings
will keep the stakeholders advised of
IER and CED developments and provide
the public opportunities to comment
during the meetings and to submit
written comments after each meeting for
a 30-day period. Meetings will be
advertised at least one week prior to
each meeting and meeting times and
locations will be selected to
accommodate public availability.

3. CEMVN will actively involve the
Federal and state agencies, local
governments, tribes, and the public in
mitigation planning for unavoidable
impacts at the onset of the planning
process. Quantitative analysis of the
acreages, by habitat type, determined to
be potentially impacted directly or
indirectly by each reasonable alternative
will be prepared. Proposed actions to
mitigate adverse environmental effects
and mitigation plans will be based upon
existing methodologies utilized for
water resource planning and analyzed
in one or more IERs that will consider
reasonable mitigation alternatives,
including pooling compensatory
mitigation, consistent with proposed
coastal restoration initiatives. It is
CEMVN’s intent to implement
compensatory mitigation as early as
possible in the process once
unavoidable impacts are determined.
All mitigation activities will be
consistent with standards and policies
established in the Clean Water Act
Section 404 and the appropriate USACE
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policies and regulations governing this
activity.

4. Prior to any decision to proceed
with proposed actions, CEMVN will
complete an IER that documents the
decision-making process followed by
the USACE, the preferred and all other
reasonable alternatives, the alternatives
analyses that were performed, the direct
and indirect impacts of the proposed
action, an initial description of the
cumulative impacts of the proposal, an
initial mitigation plan, and any interim
decisions made by the USACE. Each IER
will identify areas where data was
incomplete, unavailable, and areas of
potential controversy. Alternatives
analysis will be based upon a
geographic segment of the area that is
large enough to encompass any impacts
directly and indirectly attributable to
the proposed action.

5. The IERs will be posted on the
USACE CEMVN Alternative NEPA
Arrangement Web page for a 30-day
public review and comment period. A
notice of availability will be mailed/e-
mailed to interested parties advising
them of the availability of the IER for
review in addition to placing a notice in
newspapers and other media selected to
reach residents of New Orleans
including those who have relocated to
other areas. The IERs will also be made
available during the monthly public
meetings.

6. Public meetings to discuss a
specific IER will be held if requested by
the stakeholders involved in the review
process. Upon completion of the
comment period, and after any
meetings, an IER addendum responding
to comments received will be completed
and published for a 30-day public
review period. Notice will be provided
in newspapers and other media, posted
on the Web site, and a notice of
availability mailed/e-mailed to
interested parties.

No sooner than 30 days after
publication of the IER addendum, or an
IER in the event no comments or
requests for meetings are received
during the public review and comment
period, the District Commander will
issue a decision describing how USACE
will proceed.

7. At a time when sufficient
information is available from IERs
analyzing proposed actions in the New
Orleans area, CEMVN will produce a
draft Comprehensive Environmental
Document (CED). The CED will
incorporate the IERs by reference and
address the work completed and the
work remaining to be completed on a
systemwide scale and a final mitigation
plan. Updated information for any IER,
or [ER addendum, that had incomplete

or unavailable data at the time the
District Commander made a decision on
how to proceed will be provided and
the CED will identify any new
information associated with long term
operations and maintenance of the
approved actions analyzed in the IERs.
The CED will include a discussion of
how the individual IERs are integrated
into a systematic planning effort. A
cumulative effects analysis will analyze
any indirect impacts due to altered
hydrology or induced development that
resulted from the actions taken by the
USACE and the relationship of the
proposed actions covered in the IERs
with other proposed and reasonably
foreseeable proposals for hurricane
protection measures located within the
Lake Pontchartrain and West Bank
Hurricane Project areas and proposed
and reasonably foreseeable proposals for
hurricane protection and coastal
restoration measures identified in the
Louisiana Coastal Protection and
Restoration Study and the Coastal
Protection and Restoration Authority of
Louisiana’s Master Plan. An external
engineering peer review of the proposed
levees and floodwalls work analyzed in
the IERs will be made available as soon
as practicable and no later than
publication of the draft CED.

8. The draft CED will be posted on the
USACE web page for a 60-day public
review period. A notice of availability
will be posted on the Web site and
mailed/e-mailed to interested parties
advising them of the availability of the
draft CED for review in addition to
placing a notice in newspapers and
other media. Public meetings would be
held during the review period if
requested by the stakeholders involved
in the process.

9. Upon completion of the 60-day
review period, all comments will be
appropriately addressed in a final CED.
The final CED will be published for a
30-day public review period. Notice will
be provided in newspapers and other
media, posted on the Web site, and a
notice of availability will be mailed/e-
mailed out to interested parties.

No sooner than 30 days after
publication of the final CED, the District
Commander will issue a decision
describing how CEMVN will proceed.
This decision will be made available to
stakeholders by posting it to a Web site,
mailing/e-mailing notices of availability,
public notices in newspapers and news
releases to other media such as radio
and television stations.

Description of Proposed Actions:
CEMVN will analyze the proposed
hurricane and storm damage reduction
actions for the sub-basins within the
Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity (LPV)

and West Bank and Vicinity (WBV)
Hurricane Protection Project areas in a
series of IERs. Each IER will identify the
proposed actions and will investigate
alternatives, direct, indirect, cumulative
impacts, and mitigation for impacts to
the human environment. Exact
alignments and work to be completed
will be determined as a part of the
NEPA process. [ERs will also be
prepared for proposed borrow material
and mitigation plans. Further
information on the IER’s can be
downloaded from the USACE New
Orleans District Web site at: http://
www.mvn.usace.army.mil/pd/
Envir_Processes_ NEPA/Index.htm.

IER 1: LPV, LaBranche Wetlands
Levee, St. Charles Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Rebuilding of 8.7 miles of
earthen levees, replacement of 6,400
linear feet of floodwalls, and fronting
protection to five existing drainage
structures.

IER 2: LPV, West Return Floodwall
Jefferson—St. Charles Parish, LA—
Proposed action: Replacement of 17,900
linear feet of floodwalls.

IER 3: LPV, Lakefront Levee Jefferson
Parish, LA—Proposed action:
Rebuilding of 9.5 miles of earthen
levees, upgrading foreshore protection,
replacement of two floodgates, and
fronting protection to four pump
stations.

IER 4:LPV, New Orleans Lakefront
Levee, West of Inner Harbor
Navigational Canal, Orleans Parish,
LA—Proposed action: Rebuilding of 4.4
miles of earthen levee, replacement of
7,600 feet of floodwalls, 16 vehicle
access gates, and one sector gate.

IER 5: LPV, Outfall Canal Closure
Structures, 17th Street Canal, Orleans
Avenue Canal and London Avenue
Canal, Orleans Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Construction of pump stations
and closure structures on the three
outfall canals.

IER 6: LPV, Citrus Lakefront Levee,
Orleans Parish, LA—Proposed action:
Rebuilding of 4.1 miles of earthen
levees, replacement of 10,662 linear feet
of floodwalls, and four floodgates.

IER 7: LPV, New Orleans East Levee,
Maxent Canal to Michoud Slip, Orleans
Parish, LA—Proposed action:
Rebuilding of 19.1 miles of earthen
levee and replacement of three
floodgates.

IER 8: LPV, Bayou Bienvenue and
Bayou Dupre Control Structures, St.
Bernard Parish, LA—Proposed action:
Replacement of 1,000 linear feet of
floodwalls and two navigable
floodgates.

IER 9: LPV, Caernarvon Floodwall, St.
Bernard Parish, LA—Proposed action:
Replacement of two floodgates,
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replacement of 1,500 feet of floodwall,
and possible realignment of levee.

IER 10: LPV, Chalmette Loop Levee,
St. Bernard Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Rebuilding of 22 miles of earthen
levees and the replacement of 1,500
linear feet of floodwalls.

IER 11: LPV, Inner Harbor Navigation
Canal Navigable Floodgates, Orleans
and St. Bernard Parishes, LA—Proposed
action: Construction of gated navigable
closure structures to protect the Inner
Harbor Navigation Canal.

IER 12: WBV, Harvey and Algiers
Canal Levee and Floodwalls, Jefferson,
Orleans, and Plaquemines Parishes,
LA—Proposed action: Rebuilding of 31
miles of earthen levees, replacement of
18,800 linear feet of floodwalls,
modifications to 18 existing gates, and
fronting protection modifications to
nine pump stations.

IER 13: WBYV, Hero Canal Levee and
Eastern Terminus, Plaquemines Parish,
LA—Proposed action: Rebuilding of
22,000 linear feet of earthen levees and
construction of 1,500 linear feet of
floodwalls.

IER 14: WBV, Harvey to Westwego
Levee, Jefferson Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Rebuilding of 12 miles of earthen
levee, construction of 7,013 linear feet
of floodwalls, and modifications to three
pump stations.

IER 15: WBV, Lake Cataouatche
Levee, Jefferson Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Rebuilding of 8 miles of earthen
levee and fronting protection at one
pump station.

IER 16: WBV, Western Terminus
Levee, Jefferson Parish, LA—Proposed
action: Construction of western
terminus earthen levee section.

IER 17: WBV, Company Canal
Floodwall, Jefferson Parish, LA—
Proposed action: Replacement of 13,442
linear feet of floodwalls and fronting
protection for two pump stations.

IER 18: Borrow, Government
Furnished, Multiple sites—Proposed
action: Analyze information supplied
from a variety of governmental sources
to determine appropriate Government
Furnished borrow locations. Sources
could be from sites throughout
southeast Louisiana.

IER 19: Borrow, Pre-Approved
Contractor Furnished, Multiple sites—
Proposed action: Analyze information
supplied from a variety of non-
governmental sources to determine
appropriate Pre-Approved Contractor
Furnished borrow locations. Sources
could be from sites throughout the
southern United States.

IER 20: LPV, Mitigation Pool—
Proposed action: Analyze alternatives to
determine appropriate mitigation is

implemented for unavoidable impacts to
the human environment.

IER 21: WBV, Mitigation Pool—
Proposed action: Analyze alternatives to
determine appropriate mitigation is
implemented for unavoidable impacts to
the human environment.

Scoping Meeting Schedule

All nine of the meetings start at 7 p.m.
and are scheduled to conclude at 9 p.m.
Dates and locations of the meetings are
as follows:

March 27, 2007—Lake Cataouatche Sub-
Basin: Lake Cataouatche/Jefferson
Parish Dougie V’s Restaurant—
Banquet Hall, 13899 River Road,
Luling, LA

March 28, 2007—Harvey-Westwego
Sub-Basin: Westwego City Council
Chamber, 419 Avenue A, Westwego,
LA

March 29, 2007—St. Charles Parish Sub-
Basin: American Legion Hall, Post
366, 12188 River Road, St. Rose, LA

April 3, 2007—Gretna-Algiers Sub-
Basin: Our Lady of Holy Cross
College, 4123 Woodland Drive, New
Orleans, LA

April 4, 2007—Chalmette Loop Sub-
Basin: 8201 West Judge Perez Road,
Chalmette, LA

April 5, 2007—Jefferson East Bank Sub-
Basin: Jefferson Parish Regional
Library, 4747 W. Napoleon Avenue,
Metairie, LA

April 10, 2007—Belle Chasse Sub-Basin:
Belle Chasse Auditorium, 8398
Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA

April 11, 2007—New Orleans East Sub-
Basin: Avalon Hotel & Conference
Center, 830 Conti Street, New
Orleans, LA

April 12, 2007—Orleans East Bank Sub-
Basin: National WWII Museum, 945
Magazine Street, New Orleans, LA

Coordination: The USACE will
continue to obtain concurrence, permits,
and any other authorizations necessary
to be in compliance with all other
environmental laws prior to the
initiation of any proposed actions. This
includes, but is not limited to,
complying with section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, the National
Historic Preservation Act, the Clean
Water Act, the Coastal Zone
Management Act, and the Magnuson-
Stevens Act.

Dated: March 2, 2007.

Richard P. Wagenaar,

Colonel, U.S. Army, District Commander.
[FR Doc. E7—4515 Filed 3—-12—07; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3710-84-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records—Study of Former Vocational
Rehabilitation Consumers’ Post-
Program Experiences

AGENCY: Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, Department of
Education.

ACTION: Notice of a new system of
records.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended
(Privacy Act), 5 United States Code
(U.S.C.) 552a, the Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services,
U.S. Department of Education
(Department) publishes this notice of a
new system of records entitled ““Study
of Former Vocational Rehabilitation
Consumers’ Post-Program Experiences”
(18-16-03).

The system of records will be
maintained for program research and
evaluation purposes. The system will
contain information on a sample of
former vocational rehabilitation (VR)
consumers whose cases were closed in
fiscal year (FY) 2006. The system will
include demographic information,
including financial information and
responses to a survey about post-VR
experiences, particularly related to
employment outcomes and post-closure
services.

DATES: The Department seeks comments
on the new system of records described
in this notice, in accordance with the
requirements of the Privacy Act. We
must receive your comments on or
before April 12, 2007.

The Department filed a report
describing the new system of records
covered by this notice with the Chair of
the Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs, the
Chair of the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and
the Acting Administrator of the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) on March 8, 2007. This system
of records will become effective at the
later date of—(1) the expiration of the
40-day period for OMB review on April
17, 2007 or (2) April 12, 2007, unless
the system of records needs to be
changed as a result of public comment
or OMB review.

ADDRESSES: Address all comments about
this new system of records to Joe Pepin,
Rehabilitation Services Administration,
Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, U.S. Department
of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue,
SW., room 5052, Potomac Center Plaza,
Washington, DC 20202-2800. If you



APPENDIX B
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, ACRONYMS, AND
GLOSSARY OF COMMON TERMS







ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS







LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, ACRONYMS, AND

pg/m’
AAHUS
AEP
APE
AST
ASTM
ATV
BEA
BFI

BLH
BMP
BOC
BOD
BOEMRE
BP
BPp.l.c.
ca.

CAA
CAR
CBVC
CED
CEMVN

CEQ
CERCLA

CFC
CFDC
CFR
cfs
CH,
CIAP
CMI
CO
CcoC
CO,
CPRA
CSX
cy
CWA
CWPPRA
dB

GLOSSARY OF COMMON TERMS

Micrograms per cubic meter of air

Average Annual Habitat Units

Alternatives Evaluation Process

Area of Potential Effect

Aboveground Storage Tank

American Society for Testing and Materials

All-terrain vehicle

Bureau of Economic Analysis

Browning-Ferris Industries, Inc. a subsidiary of Allied Waste
Industries, Inc.

Bottomland Hardwoods

Best management practice

BOC Gases

Biological oxygen demand

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
Before present

British Petroleum Private Limited Company

circa

Clean Air Act of 1970

Coordination Act Reports

Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex

Comprehensive Environmental Document

US Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley Division New
Orleans District

Council on Environmental Quality

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability

Act

Chlorofluorocarbon

Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion Canal
Code of Federal Regulations

cubic feet per second

methane

Coastal Impact Assistance Program
Congestion Management Index

Carbon monoxide

Constituents of Concern

Carbon Dioxide

Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
CSX Corporation

cubic yards

Clean Water Act

Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act
Decibel



dBA A-weighted decibel

DCRT Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism

DDT dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane

DFIRM Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map

DMAT Mobile Disaster Medical Assistance Team

DNL Day-night average sound level

DO Dissolved oxygen

DoD United States Department of Defense

E Endangered (when used in tables)

EA Environmental Assessment

EBI Elevating Boats, LLC

EC Engineering Circular

EDC Environmental design commitment

EFH Essential Fish Habitat

EIFS Economic Impact Forecast System

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

EO Executive Order

EOC Emergency operation centers

ER Engineering Regulation

ERDC Engineering Research Development Center

ESA Endangered Species Act of 1973

Phase I ESA Phase I Environmental Site Assessment

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency

FHWA Federal Highway Administration

FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact

FPPA Farmland Protection Policy Act

ft feet

ft/s feet per second

FWCAR Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report

FWOP Future without Project

FWP Fish and Wildlife Propagation

FY Fiscal Year

GHG Greenhouse Gas

GIWW Gulf Intracoastal Waterway

GMFMC Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Council

GNOCDC Greater New Orleans Community Data Center

GPS Global Positioning Systems

GSMFC Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission

GSRC Gulf South Research Corporation

HFC Hydrochlorofluorocarbons

HNC Houma Navigation Canal

HSDRRS Greater New Orleans Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction
System

HSI Habitat Suitability Index

HTRW Hazardous, toxic and radioactive waste



HU
HUD

I

ICS

IER
IEPR
IHNC
IPET
JLNHPP
JPFD
JPM-OS
JPPSS
LA
LACPR
LCPRB
LADOTD
LCA
LCWCRTF
LDEQ
LDHH
LDNR
LDWF
Lf
LNHP
LOS
LPBF
LPV
LRA
LSU
LUST
mg/l
mg/m’
Map Mod
MMS

MMPA
MOA
mph
MRGO
MRL
MRT
MS

N,O
NAAQS
NAD
NAVD 88

Habitat Unit

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Interstate

Interim Closure Structure

Individual Environmental Report

Independent External Peer Review

Inner Harbor Navigation Canal

Interagency Performance Evaluation Taskforce

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve
Jefferson Parish Fire Department

Joint Probability Method with Optimal Sampling
Jefferson Parish Public School System

Louisiana Highway

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration
Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Board
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
Louisiana Coastal Area Program

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Linear Feet

Louisiana Natural Heritage Program

Level-of-service

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation

Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity Project

Louisiana Recovery Authority

Louisiana State University

Leaking Underground Storage Tank

Milligrams per liter

Milligrams per cubic meter of air

Flood Map Modernization

Minerals Management Service, now known as Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
Memorandum of Agreement

miles per hour

Mississippi River Gulf Outlet

Mississippi River Levee

Mississippi River and Tributaries

Mississippi highway

Nitrous Oxide

National Ambient Air Quality Standards

North American Datum

North American Vertical Datum 88



NEPA
NFIP
NGO
NGVD
NH;
NHPA
NLAA
NLSER
NMFS
NO,
NOx
NOAA
NOPD
NOV
NPDES
NPS
NRCS
NRHP
NSRR
NTU
NWR
O3
OCPR
0CS
OMRR&R
OSHA
P

PA
PAH
Pb
PCA
PCASG
PCR
PCB
PDT
PL
PM-2.5
PM-10
PPA
ppb
ppm
PPSB
ppt
P&S
RCRA
REC

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
National Flood Insurance Program
non-governmental organization

National Geodetic Vertical Datum

Ammonia

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
Not likely to adversely affect

NFIP Levee System Evaluation Report
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service
Nitrogen dioxide

Nitrous Oxides

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration
New Orleans Police Department

New Orleans to Venice Federal Levee Project
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
National Park Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service
National Register of Historic Places

Norfolk Southern Railroad

Nephelometric turbidity units

National Wildlife Refuge

Ozone

Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration
Outer Continental Shelf

Operational, Maintenance, Repair, Replacement and Rehabilitation
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Primary

Programmatic Agreement

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons

Lead

Project Cooperation Agreement

Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant
Primary Contact Recreation

Polychlorinated Biphenyls

Project delivery team

Public Law

Particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size
Particulate matter less than 10 microns in size
Project Partnering Agreements

Parts per billion

Parts per million

Plaquemines Parish School Board

Parts per thousand

Plans and Specifications

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
Recognized Environmental Condition



RECAP
RIP
RPC
ROD
ROI
ROW
RTV

SAV
SCR
SELA
SHPO
SI

SIR
SO,
SOC
SOD
SPH
SWBNO
SWPPP

TDS
THPO
TPH
TRB
TSP
U.S.

Us
USACE
USC
USCB
USCG
USEPA
USFWS
USGS
vVOC
WBV
WCC
WGS
WMA
WRDA
WVA

Risk Evaluation Corrective Action Programs
Rehabilitation and Inspection Program
Regional Planning Commission
Record of Decision

Region of Influence

Right of Way

Rational Threshold Value

Secondary

Submerged aquatic vegetation
Secondary Contact Recreation
Southeast Louisiana Urban Flood Control Project
State Historic Preservation Officer
Suitability Index

Supplemental Information Report
Sulfur oxide

Sites of Concern

Sediment oxygen demand

Standard Project Hurricane

Sewage and Water Board of New Orleans
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
Threatened

Total Dissolved Solids

Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons
Transportation Research Board
tentatively selected plan

United States

U.S. Highway

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

United States Code

U.S. Census Bureau

United States Coast Guard

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Geological Survey

Volatile organic compounds

West Bank and Vicinity

West Closure Complex

World Geodetic System

Wildlife Management Area

Water Resources Development Act
Wetland Value Assessment
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GLOSSARY OF COMMON TERMS

Alternative Arrangements or Alternative NEPA Arrangements — arrangements made
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers , Mississippi Valley Division, New Orleans District
(CEMVN) as a way to accelerate construction of the hurricane and storm damage
reduction projects (HSDRRS), while still maintaining the spirit and intent of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) process. The President’s Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ), other Federal and state agencies, the public, and non-
governmental organizations concurred with the CEMVN’s determination and use of the
Alternative Arrangements.

100-year level of risk reduction — the level of risk reduction offered by the HSDRRS
decreases the hazard of a storm surge that has a 1 percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year. The levees, floodwalls, and all structures in the HSDRRS
are being raised to this level.

Affected Environment — the area impacted by the proposed alternatives. It includes the
area of ecological, cultural, social, aesthetic, and economic resources affected by the
alternatives.

Armoring — material used to protect earthen levee slopes (e.g., grass, rip-rap, concrete
slabs).

Bottomland Hardwood (BLH) Forest — a habitat type often classified as a wetland
(although not necessarily a jurisdictional wetland type under Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act) comprising woody vegetation adapted to periodic flooding and located on
river floodplains of the Southeastern U.S.

Borrow — soil material comprised mostly of clay needed for building earthen levees,
excavated and moved from one location to another.

Borrow IER — an Individual Environmental Report (IER) in which the Proposed Action
is to provide the clay fill used for building the earthen levees in components of the
HSDRRS.

Breakwater — an offshore barrier that protects a harbor or shore from the full energy of
waves

Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) — In December 2005, the
Louisiana legislature, through Act 8 of the First Extraordinary Session of 2005,
established the CPRA as the single state entity with authority to articulate a clear
statement of priorities and to focus development and implementation efforts to achieve
comprehensive coastal protection for Louisiana.



Council on Environmental Quality or CEQ — a division of the Executive Office of the
President that coordinates Federal environmental efforts in the U.S. and which assists in
developing environmental policies and initiatives and NEPA oversight.

Comprehensive Environmental Document or CED — the document written by the
CEMVN to partially satisfy the Alternative NEPA Arrangements which describes the
integration of all IERs into a systematic planning effort. The document provided a
description of the cumulative impacts of all projects proposed in the Greater New Orleans
Metropolitan Area, a mitigation process and the CEMVN mitigation measures, future
operations and maintenance requirements, coordination and consultation activities, and
compliance with all applicable environmental laws. Additionally, supplements to the
CED will likely be produced in the future as construction is completed and mitigation and
monitoring efforts continue, other phases of the CED will be presented to the public.

Cumulative Impacts — as defined by CEQ, “the impact on the environment which results
from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal)
or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually
minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time. (40 Code of
Federal Regulations §1508.7)”.

Cumulative Impact Analysis — investigation conducted after the analysis of a proposed
action that examines the cause-and-effect relationships between multiple actions and the
affected resources and habitats.

Decision Record — a fully informed determination made by the CEMVN District
Commander that construction of the Proposed Action described by a particular IER is

justified, in compliance with environmental regulations, and is in the public interest for
that portion of the HSDRRS.

Engineered Interim Structures or Engineered Construction Closures — structures
used to provide the 100-year level of hurricane and storm damage risk reduction through
the construction phase until a project component’s construction is complete.

Environmental Impact Statement or EIS — a NEPA document completed to evaluate
an agency action that may significantly affect the quality of the human and natural
environment.

Floodwall — a man-made, structurally reinforced concrete wall built on top a levee, or in
place of a levee, and designed and constructed to hold back flood waters.

Floodgate — a man-made structure on land that provides access through levees or
floodwalls and can include different types of gates, such as swing gate, miter gate, slide
gate, horizontal slide gates, overhead slide gate, and fold-up gate.



Foreshore Protection — the use of armoring at the flood side toe of the levee to protect
from erosion associated with wave action.

Fronting Protection — structures that generally protect pump stations from wave and
tidal energy, which can include floodwalls, breakwaters, and closure gates.

Greater New Orleans Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction System or
HSDRRS - broadly defined as the $14 billion civil works project consisting of a 350-
mile system of levees, floodwalls, gates, and pumps which provides 100-year storm level
of risk reduction to southeastern Louisiana. However, the scope of effort for the CED is
the HSDRRS portion of the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity (LPV) and the West Bank
and Vicinity (WBV) Hurricane Protection Projects, which includes approximately 217
miles of new 100-year level of flood risk reduction work within the Greater New Orleans
Metropolitan Area performed by the CEMVN and analyzed under the Alternative NEPA
Arrangements since March of 2007.

HSDRRS 2011 — all of the HSDRRS construction work, including any interim measures,
used to bring the HSDRRS to the 2011 design elevation to provide the 100-year level of
risk reduction.

HSDRRS 2057 — the additional HSDRRS earthen levee lifts required, but not authorized
or funded, to provide 100-year level risk reduction elevations for the 50-year lifespan of
the HSDRRS (through the year 2057) and analyzed as proposed construction which has
not occurred in the CED.

Impacts — any adverse or beneficial consequences to the human environment caused by
the implementation of a proposed action(s), including any irreversible and irretrievable
commitments of resources should the proposed action be implemented. Impacts can be
considered to be directly caused by the proposed action or indirectly caused by the action,
and long-term or permanent, as well as short-term or temporary.

Individual Environmental Report or IER — the document used to satisfy the
Alternative NEPA Arrangements for a particular Proposed Action in a specific HSDRRS
sub-basin(s) within the Greater New Orleans Metropolitan Area.

IER Supplemental — an additional document to an original risk reduction, borrow, or
mitigation IER prepared to incorporate a change to the original Proposed Action. This
may be due to design, construction, or other constraints.

Joint Probability Method with Optimal Sampling Process or JPM-OS - a
probabilistic modeling method that takes into account the uncertainties in the various
input parameters. The process enables the end-user to take this spatial variability into
account in the hydraulic design process of flood risk reduction systems.



Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity or LPV — component projects of the HSDRRS which
are geographically located on the east bank side of the Mississippi River, consisting of
five sub-basins.

Levee — an earthen embankment whose primary purpose is to furnish flood risk reduction
from high water.

Mississippi River and Tributaries Project or MRT — Mississippi River and Tributaries
Project, originated in 1928 after the great flood of 1927, which provided for flood control
and construction of levees in Louisiana and other states along the Mississippi River.

Mitigation — As defined by CEQ, it includes five parts: 1) avoidance of an impact by
changing or not implementing the proposed action, 2) minimization of the impact by
limiting the proposed action, 3) rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or
restoring the affected environment, 4) reducing or eliminating the impact over time by
preservation and maintenance, and 5) compensation for an impact by replacing or
providing substitute resources or environments.

Mitigation IER — an IER which describes, documents, and prescribes the compensatory
mitigation necessary to reduce an adverse impact for the construction of a HSDRRS
Proposed Action on wetlands and non-jurisdictional bottom land hardwoods (BLH).

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 or NEPA — a U.S. law that established a
National policy promoting the enhancement of the environment and public review of
major Federal actions, and which also established the CEQ.

National Flood Insurance Program or NFIP — Managed by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), the three components of the NFIP are flood insurance,
floodplain management, and flood hazard mapping.

No Action Alternative — CEQ’s requirement to consider the environmental
consequences of not undertaking the proposed action.

Operation, Maintenance, Repair, Replacement, and Rehabilitation or OMRR&R
Manuals — specific directions and instructions provided from the USACE to the non-
Federal sponsors, who will operate, maintain, repair, replace, and rehabilitate the entire
system, upon the USACE completion.

Proposed Action — the preferred alternative that meets the purpose and need of a project.

Pump Station — a building and machinery for raising, compressing, or transferring water
as part of a forced drainage system.



Risk Reduction IER — an IER in which the Proposed Action would construct a portion
of the HSDRRS component reaches to provide 100-year level of risk reduction and,
therefore, reduces risk from this occurrence to the general population of southeastern
Louisiana. Also known as the HSDRRS 2011.

Sector gate — similar to a floodgate, but is much larger, it reduces the risk of flooding to
a particular area within the overall flood risk reduction system.

Scour protection — the use of armoring to protect earthen levees from erosion.

Structural Superiority — enhanced design elevation which incorporates 2 feet to the
future design conditions for those HSDRRS structures that would be very difficult to
rebuild, if damaged, because of a disruption in services. Examples are major highway
and railroad gates that require detours, pumping station fronting protection that requires
reductions to pumping capacity, sector gated structures, etc.

Sub-basin — nine specific geographic areas within the HSDRRS protected by a specific
component or components of the system.

Supplemental Appropriations Acts — in response to the widespread destruction caused
by Hurricane Katrina, Congress authorized emergency supplemental appropriations bills
(Public Law 109-61, 109-62, 109-148, 109-234, 110-28, and 110-252) which provided
funds for emergency response and recovery needs. The CEMVN generally describes
work for hurricane and storm damage reduction by supplemental number (3m1
Supplemental, 4™ Supplemental, etc.).

Surge barrier — similar to a floodwall, but built on a larger scale and within a waterway
to provide a first level of reduction in wave attenuation.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or USACE — Federal agency tasked to investigate,
develop, and maintain the Nation's water and related environmental resources.

USACE, Mississippi Valley Division, New Orleans District or CEMVN — the USACE
District tasked with developing the HSDRRS and other Federal hurricane storm damage
projects within South Louisiana.

West Bank and Vicinity or WBV — component projects of the HSDRRS which are
geographically located on the west bank side of the Mississippi River, consisting of four
sub-basins.

Wetlands — an ecosystem that depends on constant or recurrent, shallow flooding or
saturation at or near the surface. The USACE regulates activities in wetlands under the
Clean Water Act, Section 401(33 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1341) or 404 (33 U.S.C
1344), and the Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10 (33 U.S.C 403).
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RESTORE
P.O. BOX 233
LONGVILLE, LA
70652
michaeltritico@yahoo.com
(337)-725-3690

- March 30, 2013
Mrs. Sandra Stiles ,
U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers
Regional Planning and Environmental Division South
Environmental Planning Branch; CEMVN-PDN
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA
70160-0267

Comments on the Draft Comprehensive Environmental Document
(CED) titled:

“Comprehensive Environmental Document Greater New Orleans
(GNO) Area Hurricane Storm Surge Damage Risk Reduction System
(HSDRRS)” -

" Dear Mrs. Stiles,

Thank you for sending me the hard copy of the CED
Executive Summary and the CD of the whole report. Although | have
not been able to do a really detailed study of the material, | believe
that | get the overall message. | have the following comments:

1. As | have said many times in the past, | believe that it is
impossible to keep New Orleans from being destroyed by inundation
therefore it is counterproductive to do anything other than relocate
the people to higher ground. The money spent on temporary
measures such as levees, floodwalls, gates, and pump stations would
be better spent building a new city north of Lake Pontchartrain. That
could be done in phases if the area to be protected were much
smaller, limited to the financial district, the port, and the tourist
quarter. However, | know that only the final catastrophe will get
people to admit that such a strategy would have been the wise,
prudent approach.



2. Meanwhile, it concerns me that | could not find, among
all the places where sea level rise is finally being talked about, any
documentation of the actual projection which is being utilized, nor the
source of that number, whatever it might be. What | have observed
through the years is a reluctance, not just on the part of the Corps of
Engineers, but also among all coastal restoration planners, to pick a
number that fits with “doable” engineering projects instead of using a
number that is more likely, or, as | would myself choose, the “worst
case” number that would make the planning most robust. Since the
projections for sea level rise keep shifting that “worst case” number
upward, what | would have chosen as a limit a few years ago would
now seem to be in the “more likely” range. The trend toward an
acceleration in the rate and the expected degrée of rise in sea level
should guide you toward the more prudent choice of a number that,
although disturbing, will likely be the wiser choice.

3. I am not an engineer and so | do not know the
seriousness of a couple of things | have picked out as examples of
what would appear to me to be situations akin to what happened in
Braithwaite during Hurricane Isaac.

As | perceived that situation, there was something of a
“funneling” effect. A lot of sea water moved into a smaller and
smaller place and had no escape route so it flooded the community.
That funnel effect looks likely for the area of St. Claude/Jourdan/
Japonica streets at the head of the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal,
where, on Map 6 | see no preventive measure.

Similarly, although there is a Sector Gate near the mouth of
Bayou St. John near Killdeer Street, it looks to me iike there is also
the likelihood that, during a storm surge situation, lake water
velocities would be amplified at that location, just as they are in a
hydraulic jack.

Having such apparently vulnerable elements in a plan
would seem to undermine its overall reliability, just as the failure of a
few short stretches of levee during Katrina led to massive flooding.

4. As | said above, my primary concern is the ongoing
false hope caused by a systern that cannot reaily protect people
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completely and indefinitely. That false hope is certain to lead to more
drownings.

However, | also have concerns about the ecological
impacts. Keeping a major human presence in an area not fit for
human habitation is not good for the people nor is it good
stewardship of our natural resources. The longer people stay where
they do not belong, the more telling will be the adverse impacts upon
the coastal and oceanic ecosystems and the harder it will be to
restore the proper dynamic equilibrium to those systems once the
people are removed.

The extensive discussions in Chapter 4 show that the
Corps does understand the many adverse impacts of its former and
future work on ecosystems. The fact that public pressure has led to
the “Emergency” declaration way of getting around the legal
framework meant to diminish those impacts is no surprise to me.
However, as | have said in the past, more than once, | would hope that
someday the Corps might gather the courage to tell Congress things
that are hard to hear, such as: the cost of permanently ruining a
coastal ecosystem is not offset by the half-century benefits to a
regional economy.

Meanwhile, the token “wildlife crossings” shown in
the maps seem hardly sufficient since they are so far apart. That is
the kind of “mitigation” that seems so transparent and such an
afterthought that it is almost heartbreaking to think of what will really
be happening to the wild lives.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.

Sincerely, /}MW

Michael Tritico, Biologist and President of
RESTORE

Restore Explicit Symmetry To Our Ravaged Earth
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From: Carithers, Clay MVN

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2013 6:31 AM

To: Behrens, Elizabeth MVN

Cc: Stiles, Sandra E MVN; Wilkinson, Laura L MVN

Subject: RE: Message from Unknown sender (5047314625) (UNCLASSIFIED) - RE CED RE MITIGATION
IERs

Libby ---
Below is the voicemail message and my initial stab at response. Your turn now. Email final response to
LL.

Clay

Voicemail message from Jason Smith, Jefferson Parish Dept. of Environmental Affairs, left on 27 March
2013 --- "What are the anticipated completion dates of the mitigation IERs, IER 36 and IER 37?"

Response ----

Your question pertains to the IERs being prepared for the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity (LPV) HSDRRS
Mitigation Project (IER 26) and the West Bank and Vicinity (WBV) HSDRRS Mitigation Project (IER 37).
Note that for each of these mitigation projects, CEMVN is first preparing a Programmatic IER (PIER)
which will be followed one or more tiered IERs (TIERs). Each PIER will address the overall plan for
mitigating unavoidable habitat impacts resulting from construction of the applicable portions of the
Greater New Orleans HSDRRS. However, each PIER will only seek authorization to implement the
Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP) that involves purchase of credits from a mitigation bank. The TIERs will
seek authorization to implement the remaining TSPs which all involve Corps-constructed mitigation.

It is cur