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Westbank and Vicinity Mitigation Public Meeting 
May 13, 2010 
 
Location Delgado Community College 

Westbank Campus 
2600 General Meyer Ave., Room 130 
New Orleans, LA 70114 

Time Presentation 6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Group Discussion 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Attendees Approx. 9 
Format Presentation 

Discussion 
Handouts • HSDRRS Mitigation Fact Sheet (May 2010) 

• Mitigation Fact Sheet (May 2010) 
Facilitator Rachel Rodi, Public Affairs 

 
Rachel Rodi: Thanks for coming. I’m Rachel Rodi from 
Public Affairs, and we’re going to talk about mitigation 
for the Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
System tonight.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basically the purpose of tonight’s meeting is to utilize 
the stations in the back of the room for you to meet one 
on one with our staff to talk about where and how the 
Corps should mitigate. We want to hear your ideas! So 
basically we’ll do a quick presentation to go over 
projects we’ll mitigate for.  
 
 
 
 
Tonight we’ll go over impacts generated by construction 
of the following Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk 
Reduction System projects: Harvey to Westwego Levee, 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway West Closure Complex and 
Eastern Tie-In project in Belle Chasse. Then we’ll move 
on with describing our mitigation program objectives 
and finally take your feedback.  
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We always show the risk slide because there is always risk 
involved in living in Southeast Louisiana and we can reduce risk in 
a few ways: with non structural measures, coastal restoration, 
outreach, evacuation planning, insurance and at the bottom – 
structures. No matter where you live, there will always be risk. We 
have someone from FEMA here tonight in case you have any 
questions about insurance. You should make sure you have an 
evacuation plan.  
 

 
 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act is the reason we’re here 
tonight. For every federal project we have to do NEPA, it takes 
into account human and natural environments not just bugs and 
bunnies. Once we finish assessing the impacts we will write an 
environmental report called an Individual Environmental Report 
or IER. We’re here to hear from you. 
 
 

 
 
This map shows the different reports we did. It will give you 
details on portions of the system.  This map represents how the 
whole system has been divided into IERs and we have copies of 
this map in the back. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Julie Vignes: I’m the Senior Project Manager for the West Bank 
and Vicinity and I manage these projects. Tonight I’ll explain 
project features that were described in previous environmental 
reports called IERs. In those reports we described impacts which 
we’ll have to reconcile in our mitigation plan. This is the 
hurricane system map which shows specific features where you 
see the alignment. On the East Bank the levees are a part of the 
Lake Pontchartrain Vicinity project and you can see that 
alignment. This map shows the status of the system as we 
continue our construction efforts. 
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This is the Westbank and Vicinity map. We have the Harvey to 
Westwego Levee (IER 14) noted here, along with the GIWW 
West Closure Complex that goes along the Harvey and Algiers 
canals (IER 12), and the Eastern Tie-In project which is in Belle 
Chasse (IER 13). 
 
 
 
 
The Harvey to Westwego Levees and floodwalls are a part of 
the project described in IER 14. The proposed action is raising 
levees and replacing some floodwalls. Much of the construction 
is ongoing, the yellow line shows where existing levees are and 
we’re raising those to provide 100-year risk reduction. Reaches 
in red are where floodwalls are being replaced with T-walls. 
Those walls will provide a 100-year level of risk reduction. A 
majority of that project is under construction and was described 
in IER 14.  
 
 
This table represents the impacts we’ve generated to different 
habitat types by the construction of the Harvey to Westwego 
Levees and floodwalls. It shows acres and AAHU’s, which are a 
numerical value that represent the quality of a habitat. 
 
 
 

 
 
This is the GIWW - West Closure Complex. This is a schematic 
for the West Closure Complex which was described in IER 12. 
It’s under construction. We began construction in the summer of 
2009 and it’s currently about 30 percent complete already. This 
is a major project consisting of a 19,000 cubic feet per second 
pump station, a navigation gate, sluice gates, drainage pumping 
station and a T-wall along the banks of the Harvey and Algiers 
canals near the Estelle Canal.  
 
 
 
These are the impacts from the West Closure Complex and IER 
12 noted by habitat type – we had some impacts to bottomland 
hardwoods and swamps.  
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The third piece of this meeting is the Eastern Tie-In project which 
is at the end of the Westbank system where it ties into the 
Mississippi River Levee in Plaquemines Parish. That project is 
under construction and we just started the levee work. We will 
soon be awarding other portions of the project. The yellow marks 
show where the levee will be raised and we will have a structure 
at Hwy 23, then it will tie in to the Mississippi River Levee.  
 
 
 
These are the impacts for the Eastern Tie-In project. This is a 
summary of the impacts in that area.  
 
 
 
 
Just as we’ve gone through planning and engineering, we have 
also gone through the National Environmental Policy Act 
compliance and avoided and minimized impacts where we could. 
Sometimes our numbers change because we’re in design and will 
be left with unavoidable impacts for which we must do 
compensatory mitigation. Our impacts will be described in IERs 
that will go through public review. Our authority does include 
funding for mitigation.  
 
 
These are our policies for executing the mitigation program. In 
general mitigation will be done as close to the areas that have 
been impacted as possible. We will look to do that in the same 
basin so the Westbank and Vicinity mitigation will be in Barataria 
Basin and the Eastbank mitigation will be in the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin. We will replace habitat units within the same 
habitat type and our goal is to have construction happen 
concurrently with the project itself.  
 
Impacts can be direct, indirect and cumulative. A direct impact is 
the project feature itself. For example we may rebuild a levee in a 
wetland area, that’s a direct impact or we could have an indirect 
impact like at the West Closure Complex’s T-wall along the 
Bayou aux Carpes area. The wall will indirectly affect the water 
exchange into the wetland. Cumulative impacts are the total of 
each IER. We will be describing the cumulative impacts in the 
comprehensive environmental document. 
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This is a list of examples of the habitats we have in Southeast 
Louisiana. There are different marsh types and swamps. We’re 
keeping track by habitat units so we can know the basis for the 
mitigation plan that we have to execute. 
 
 
 
 

 
This is similar to our previous impact slides, this represents our 
current estimate for the total Westbank projects by habitat type.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are the impacts for the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity 
projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an example of a mitigation project. In 2009, there was 
construction to provide a 6.5 mile long surge protection levee in 
Dulac, LA. There was a marsh creation project to compensate 
for the impacts to bottomland hardwoods and credits will be 
purchased from a mitigation bank.  
 
 
 
 
This is our mitigation timeline showing how we will schedule 
and execute mitigation. We are continuing scoping, this is the 
first of five meetings we will be holding in May. We will 
continue public meetings and then screen the options. We will 
identify a proposed plan, and publish an environmental 
document that describes the plan and the action for mitigation 
once we have decisions. We’re planning to go to construction in 
the fall of 2013. 
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Rachel Rodi: We have several opportunities for public input. 
You can reach out to us to ask us your questions and concerns. 
We have four more mitigation meetings coming up. Please sign 
in tonight and get on our mailing list. You can also fill out a 
comment card. If you’re not quite ready, you can fill it out and 
it’s self-addressed so you can send it to us later. You can also go 
to www.nolaenvironmental.gov or call us at 862-2201. Sandy 
Stiles, Lissa Lyncker and Libby Behrens will be taking your 
suggestions of where to put the dots on the map and we will be 
taking notes.  

 
 
 
You can download the presentation from tonight on 
www.nolaenvironmental.gov and the Corps’ Web site. 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re on Facebook, Twitter and Flickr, which is a good option to 
see progress on the West Closure Complex. Twitter will be very 
useful during hurricane season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are more public meetings coming up. We’ll be in 
Westwego, Meraux, New Orleans East and St. Rose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we go to our breakout stations we’re looking for 
information on where and how we should mitigate so please raise 
questions. Please go to the stations and give us your feedback. 
Thanks for coming tonight. 
 
 
  


