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Nancy Allen:  Thank you, everybody, for being here 
tonight.  I know it’s such a lovely night out in New Orleans so 
we’re glad you took a little bit of time to come learn some 
more about our construction we have going on.  My name is 
Nancy Allen, I’m in the Public Affairs Office with the 
Hurricane Protection Office, and I will be tonight’s facilitator.  
[Inaudible] Senior Project Manager for construction on the 
Orleans Metro project. 

I do ask that if you haven’t signed in that you go ahead and 
sign in before you leave.  We also request there to get a little bit of feedback on how we’re doing in our 
meetings so if you could fill that out and turn it in that would be great. 

Our purpose tonight is to update you on the construction that 
we have going on in Orleans Metro Impacts.  We know these 
are high-traffic areas, we know it’s a lot of recreational use 
and we really just wanted to let you all know what the impacts 
are and let you know that we’re going to do everything we can 
to be sure you have access in some way as much as possible. 

I would ask that you take a minute and turn your cell phones 
and your blackberries to vibrate or turn them off.  If you could 
allow us to get through our entire presentation then we’ll open 
it up for questions and answers at the end of the presentation. 

And, now, I’m going to ask Colonel Robert Sinkler who’s the Commander of the Hurricane Protection 
Office to begin the opening remarks. 

Col. Robert Sinkler:  I’m going to keep my opening remarks very, very short because we 
really do want to hear from you.  [Inaudible] talk a little bit about what was going on in Orleans 
Lakefront.  Most of you know that we’re 90% through the construction when it comes to reaching the 
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100-year level of protection.  So, this is part of the system going very, very nicely.  We do appreciate all 
of everyone’s support to get to where we are today and we want to talk to you a little bit about what 
we’re doing along the lakefront and then some of the projects that we have started here. How many of 
you know [Inaudible].  A few of you, okay, I was just curious if he was doing his job.  How many Corps 
of Engineer employees do we have here, if you could just raise your hands so everybody can see, we 
have quite a few so if you have any questions grab one of those folks and maybe get some answers in a 
little bit before you are ready to get out of here.  So, with that I’m just going to turn over to Dick and I’ll 
be back at the end of tonight’s meeting.  Need a drill to answer your questions that you have and if you 
have any that don’t get answered [Inaudible]. 

Vic Landry:  Thank you, sir.  As the Colonel just said, my name’s Vic Landry, I’m actually a 
native, like you, grew up in the area, use to play ball at the playground here so I know this area very 
well, this is my backyard and [Inaudible] Phase 1 is 100% complete. And, Phase 1 is primarily all the 
earthen levees that you see along the bottom… you may have seen a lot of that work being done 
[Inaudible] Orleans Levee District.  We will offer [Inaudible] which is primarily a grass plain and 
[Inaudible]. As a matter of fact, Gerry Gillen, Executive Director sitting right there in the [Inaudible] 
Protection Authority East and Orleans Levee District.  We have a good working relationship and it just 
really makes a difference. [Inaudible]  

Vic Landry:  I’ll walk you guys through some slides.  It won’t be done by PowerPoint so I’ll 
try to keep it brief and when I’m through then we can [Inaudible].  So, if you could hold your questions, 
I’d appreciate it. 

Here we’re looking at Phase 1 which is 100% complete.  Now, 
the 100-year level of protection for the entire system is greater 
than 90% complete [in this area].  Now, this reaches from the 
17th Street Canal to East of the Industrial Canal or IE Street as 
it’s commonly known. This program for the four regions, LPV 
which stands for Lake Pontchartrain Vicinity, I’ll try not to use 
LPV, I’ll use system 101, 102, 103, and 104.  LPV 102 is 
[Inaudible] and that’s the levee basically from Topaz Street to 
Orleans Avenue and that was completed this fall of ’07 where 
it was awarded and it was just recently completed this past  
[Inaudible].  

 

One of the three also, these are all currently running on track.  
Now, we haven’t done any structure to them, all the structures 
are coming, the floodwalls, flood gates, armoring so all that 
part, the steel and the concrete, pile driving is still to come.  
Most of it’s been completed but it’s all prep work and we will 
have sufficient [Inaudible].  So, we’ve got 101, 102, 103 is 
Orleans to London, and then 104 is just London Avenue to 
IHNC, and that comprises most of the rear of UNO’s campus.   
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Phase 1 is complete but now we’re moving into Phase 2.  So, 
this is one of the things that we’re going to heat up and right 
now we’re on schedule to have everything 100% complete by 
June of 2011.  So, that’s less than two years, we have an 
aggressive schedule, we have some contracts awarded, and 
we’re moving towards that common goal and I know 
everyone will be happy when we’re done. 

 

Most of the complications in the places of the floodwalls and 
gates, there’s embankment work, road ramps, note when I say 
a ramp, we’re talking about the roadway at Canal Boulevard 
that crosses over the levee, we call it a ramp.  So, the current 
ramp is sufficient, it’s below the 100-year level of protection.  
We’re going to go in, down in the roads - have some dirt work 
we have and everything else for 100-year level, and then it 
will all be back just like it was to have your access to the lake 
[Inaudible].  We will have to take up supports while under 
construction, with construction in progress, of course, comes 
some inconveniences.  Now, we want to keep that to a 
minimum, and that’s one of the big things you’ll hear with us 
tonight, but for every truck you see going down to the lake 
and returning, we’re getting that much closer to completion. 

All right.  I want you to show you the current contracts that 
we’ve got on the books.  101.02, we just awarded that and 
that’s the one also West of the [[Inaudible] from Topaz Street 
along Lake Marina Drive to the 17th Street Canal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is probably the most complex in our project just because 
of the fact that we’ve got the marina right there, we’ve got 
existing I-walls that has to be demolished, and the place that 
[Inaudible] so there’s going to be a lot of complex work by 
the utilities and there’s a lot of residences right there, condo 
towers, we’ve got the folks that live on the end right there 
adjacent to it.  
 
 
 

 



   Public Meeting Summary 

The following notes were recorded by USACE contractors. These notes are intended to provide an overview of the 
presentations and public questions and comments, and are not intended to provide a complete or verbatim 
account of the meeting. This account is not intended to be a legal document. 

Page 4 of 19 
 

 
 
 
 
The main thing we want to be is a good partner to make things 
as convenient as possible. 103, we also just awarded this 
contract, so these two are getting ready to kick-off.  We’ve 
actually [Inaudible] them, we’ve had pre-construction 
conferences and you’ll start seeing a lot of work in the next, 
probably next couple of weeks with these two contracts. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

103.01A2, this is actually scheduled to award early 2010.  
We’re hoping that, possibly pushing that schedule up, it’s 
actually a short duration timeline, possibly a six-month 
contract.  So, these are the two things, one at Rail Street, and 
one at Lake Terrace.  And, what we’re doing there is 
constructing new floodgates because we couldn’t [Inaudible] 
will provide access to all the main roads without cutting you  
off. 
 
 

LPV 104.01A, this is actually right around the corner, it should be awarded in the next week.  So, with 
that kind of plan it’s well underway, and everything is moving towards – you’ll see dirt [Inaudible] 
pretty soon also.   

 

And, then 104.02, this is all the work, this is going to be 
awarded right around this contract.  We should see an award 
plan around late October.  

 

 

 



   Public Meeting Summary 

The following notes were recorded by USACE contractors. These notes are intended to provide an overview of the 
presentations and public questions and comments, and are not intended to provide a complete or verbatim 
account of the meeting. This account is not intended to be a legal document. 

Page 5 of 19 
 

 

And, this will be [Inaudible], that’s all the work down around 
the Seabrook Bridge.   

 

 

 

 

This will give you a little schematic to show you what we’re 
replacing I-walls, which is a very straight forward design 
which we’re going to replace with what we call T-walls which 
is more [Inaudible] with the T-walls you can see the amount 
of back piles.  And, here, this is basically an inverted-T in the 
other [Inaudible] wall here.  And, another thing that’s being 
incorporated is scour protection on either wall, so if you have 
overtopping, so you won’t have the erosion problem under 
walls.  But, this is just a little schematic. 

 

All right.  101.02, this is the contract I told you guys was just 
recently awarded and probably most complex just because of 
nature; rain is brought up; Orleans filling up; West End Park, 
Coconut Beach [Inaudible] so that’s a high traffic area 
especially on the weekends and week evenings.  The one thing 
we want to do is maintain access at all times and what we’re 
going to be doing is working on the two most northern lanes 
which will actually be part of the construction site but the two 
southern most lanes will be two-way traffic.  So, we’re going 
to maintain that at all times, so you will have access at all 
times to West End Park and the Yacht Club and the Municipal 

Harbor.   
 
And, what we’re doing here is, everything is changing to the 
existing I-wall that will be removed and replaced with a T-
wall.  Also, we have some L-walls that we’re going to be 
constructing on top of the existing levee, a new gate L-1A, a 
new gate L-2 and L-3, they’re actually access to the Orleans 
Marina.  And, a new gate ramp here, L-4, what we’re doing is 
[Inaudible] the gates back here and it comes up like a 
horseshoe, we’re actually bringing that gate up to code.  And, 
then L-5 which is right here, west end of Pontchartrain 
Boulevard impacts at the Lakeshore Drive, and then we have 

the levee work right here at [Inaudible], and we have also a wall right here at that existing levee. 



   Public Meeting Summary 

The following notes were recorded by USACE contractors. These notes are intended to provide an overview of the 
presentations and public questions and comments, and are not intended to provide a complete or verbatim 
account of the meeting. This account is not intended to be a legal document. 

Page 6 of 19 
 

 

This is basically, sort of, some information talking about the $33 million contract that’s awarded to 
Tetra-Tech.  This is an18 month duration, so we’re targeting to be complete in early spring of 2011.  So, 
if everything goes well, good weather, hopefully we’ll be out of there by February 2011.  And, the most 
positive thing about this contract is the contract [Inaudible] demolish all the existing floodwall right in 
the middle of hurricane season 2009 and have all the new T-walls constructed for hurricane season 2010.  
Now, this is a very aggressive schedule, it’s the shortest that can be accomplished.  Now, that’s very 
positive in my opinion, to get that T-wall constructed then do all the other incidental work, we get out of 
there.  Because, that’s the most congested area [Inaudible].  We’ll be replacing those gates [Inaudible] 
floodwalls and then [Inaudible] where there was an existing gate which is instantly removed and 
replaced with a levee. 

All right.  103.01A1, that’s Orleans Avenue Canal to the 
London Avenue Canal and every piece in green of this levee 
section has been completed, and everything that’s basically in 
this pinkish-red are areas that we still have to replace the I-
walls that will be replaced with T-walls.  Also, part of this 
contract is the work we’re doing at the Bayou St. John gate 
where we’re increasing the elevation of the gate, it’s very 
small but it will give us that 100-year level of protection. 

 

Okay.  103, this is the contract we also just awarded, and it’s a 
$10 million contract to AquaTerra-CAYO, it’s a joint venture 
company constructing this project for us.  As I said, the 
Marconi floodwall, Orleans Avenue floodwalls, and the Bayou 
St. John floodwalls and sector gate structure. 

 

 

 

This is a pre-schematic of the existing sector gate, and these 
two pieces of the pie, essentially, that indicate the gates that are 
in the closed position.  Now, this is the lakeside, what we call 
the flood side, this is the protection side - the Bayou side, and 
these gates, any approaching walls that protect it will be 
capped with a steel cap, and it’s [Inaudible] Orleans Levee 
District is going to go in and do some routine operations and 
maintenance, and it will be a good opportunity for a win-win 
partner. 
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All right.  This shows some of the walls just a little bit more 
closer.  This is the existing I-wall, you may notice as you drive 
by there, you’ll see rip rap that’s been grounded and oil over 
the rip rap. and that’s the current temporary scour protection, 
all that will come out when the new T-walls are built.  As you 
can see, we’re working right here from approximately Rail 
Street down to Bayou St. John Bridge over Bayou St. John, 
and also on the east side of the Bayou. 

 

103.01A2, it’s a small contract really similar to our last 
scheduled to be awarded, I was telling you guys it’s a six 
month contract duration, and these are the two gates, one at 
Rail Street and one at Lake Terrace.  And, what happened 
there is we couldn’t modify the existing roads it’s just too 
[Inaudible], we didn’t want to impact the neighborhoods so we 
are cognizant that Rail Street - that’s all the ingress and egress 
to that area – Lake Vista, and that whole area will be 
maintained when we’re constructing the new gate there, what 
is a minor levee line that we want correct along with 
construction of new gates.  So, that’s how we’re going to do 
protection there.  Essentially what you see now is an existing 
ramp [Inaudible] and we’ll just construct a gate to give us that 
protection elevation we need. 

Okay.  Looking at the Risk Reduction System at 104.01.  This 
is everything basically by the UNO and the London Avenue 
Canal.  The biggest thing here on the .01 contracts are 
primarily ramps, as I was telling you about.  We have five 
ramps on this contract, West and East Lakeshore, which are at 
the Old Pontchartrain Beach site.  [Inaudible] but we have two 
new ramps here, a new ramp at Franklin Avenue and a ramp at 
Leroy Johnson.  So, also part of this contract, a new gate and a 
new ramp at Canal Boulevard, and even though Canal 
Boulevard is not geographically in the [Inaudible] area, it is 
easy to capture [Inaudible]. 

 

This is Canal Boulevard, Lakeshore Drive Ramps, and 
Pontchartrain Beach back behind the old light house you see 
back there, those are existing T-walls that we’re going to be 
converting to L-walls so they’ll have that shelf of superiority 
and back piles will be driven and we’ll achieve that level of 
protection that we’re desiring there. 
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Okay.  LPV 104.01, this just kind of gives us a little 
[Inaudible] oh, and we’ll need some silt, and we’ll be doing 
some work at the I-walls converting T-walls.  Old camp Leroy 
Johnson, we’re going to raise that ramp, there’s going to be a 
gate - previously the old gate L-10, we’re going be taking that 
gate out and replacing it with a levee section. 

   

 

All right.  104.02, this is an18-month contract duration and this 
work is everything in and around the Ted Hickey and 
Seabrook Bridge [Inaudible].  And, actually what we’re going 
to be doing is these existing I-walls here will be gone and 
we’re going to construct a new T-wall, it’s called [Inaudible] 
what we’re going to do - there’s a Norfolk Southern Railroad 
gate and there’s a vehicular gate also right there adjacent to it.  
So, in order to construct it you put [Inaudible] under the bridge 
and an off-set of 60 feet so the new alignment will come down 
just like so and it will be [Inaudible] we’ll be doing a bunch of 
work and there will be some inconveniences, however, we will 
do our best to work with the contractor to maintain access to 
all of the boats can launch [Inaudible]. 

 

 

 

 

All right.  Here’s a list of what to expect during construction.  
As I said, with progress, you have some inconveniences.  
[Inaudible] there will be some elevated noise levels primarily 
pile driving, I’m sure everybody’s familiar with that sound, we 
know it can be annoying but remember with it is progress and 
we will be reducing the risk.  So, every pile we get through is 
just that much more progress.  Anyway, what we’re going to 
be doing is, of course, you will hear pumps and generators, 
there will be increased truck traffic, [Inaudible]  utilizing 
strictly approved haul routes and we work directly with the 
city on that – public works [Inaudible]  one thing we do is we 

submit any of our haul routes to the city for approval as well as all the traffic plans because if a general 
contractor gets the contract,  has to have a license, a traffic engineer to submit his plan, city reviews it, 
Corps approves it, city approves it, and [Inaudible]  that have to take place [Inaudible].  Road access will 
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be limited at times but we’re going to do our best to give everyone access as much as possible.  We 
won’t cut anyone off from their neighborhoods so whether you live in Lake Terrace, or Lake Oaks, or 
Lake Vista, East or West Lakeshore, we will always give you access to your neighborhood, we’re not 
going to cut anyone off.  I know that’s a concern we already [Inaudible] we won’t cut you off so you 
don’t have to worry about that.  One thing will be extended work hours, it will be during days as such 
when we have 12, 13 hours of daylight, we’re going to try to utilize as much as those long days as 
possible.  Of course, we’ll get into November, December, January, we have short days, of course we 
won’t be able to have work and pile driving during those hours but during the good steady daylight 
period, we’re going to take advantage of it so we will be working six days a week on several contracts.  
We won’t be working on Sundays at this point, unless we get into a real jam, that’s something that will 
have to go through the city and go to the council for approval.  Hopefully we won’t get to that point and 
we can stay at six days and achieve our goal.  As far as minimizing our impacts, a few things we want to 
do is we don’t want to have trucks dropping clay, making a bunch of dust, we’re aware this can be a 
problem, we’ll address it and avoid the roads.  And, one of the good things, also, that we’re [Inaudible] 
all our clay, actually all the [Inaudible] for these contracts.  So, most of it comes straight from Bonne 
Carre Spillway, will be in our borrow pits, and it’s a truck 10, 610 to Franklin Avenue and then it goes 
out to the stockpile.  So, we’ve got an area of clay [Inaudible] in place so we don’t have to go in and 
truck it all over and you’re not going to see it lined up every major artery that we will have the levees 
sealed with sheet piling, pilings, and things of such and of course we will be using approved haul routes 
and [Inaudible] haul routes I’d be happy to talk to you about that.  Well, I said, we’re going to be 
working with EPW and with the city on any road closures and we want to do our best to make this 
convenient and not inconvenience you guys. 

All right.  Just to let you know, with some of our contractors 
underway, we’ll always have Corps oversight and our quality 
assurance inspectors onsite.  Billy Rossignol sitting the back, 
he’s our Resident Engineer, he’s going to be directing all the 
contract work.  So, if you ever have issues you can always 
feel free to contact me, Billy and I have a great working 
relationship, we’ll address it as soon and as best as possible. 
And, we still opportunities for public input, and I’m going to 
turn this back over to Nancy, and I guess we’ll [Inaudible]. 

 

Nancy Allen:  We do have regular meetings 
throughout the system.  If you’re not our mailing list please 
sign-in tonight, we can put you on our mailing list, continue to 
keep you updated.  We’re committed to keeping the 
community updated as we move into construction, most of the 
IER process and the NEPA Environmental process is behind 
us, so we have a lot of work ahead of us and we want you all 
to be our partners as well.  Comments, questions can always 
be submitted at nolaenvironmental.gov, and then there’s an 
email AskTheCorps@usace.army.mil.   
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We have an upcoming public meeting this Saturday concerning 
Plaquemines Parish Non-federal Levees and IER-13, Eastern 
Tie-in at Belle Chasse High School if you’re interested in that.  

   

 

 

 

And, then we have two websites available, both of these 
websites will have information on local traffic impact as we 
move into construction, where we’re moving materials, where 
lanes may be, restricted or closed down, those kind of things, 
so continue to keep checking on these websites so that we can 
properly communicate to you what’s going on. 

 

 

All right.  With that I think we’re ready to open up the floor for questions and comments.  I want to ask 
you to please use the microphone and please state your name and tell us if you’re affiliated with a group 
or state your address.  We are recording tonight’s meeting and will be making a transcript that will be 
available.  If you could wait until your called on and to speak one at a time, and please try to keep your 
comments three to five minutes, or questions, we’ll try our best to answer them.  I do want to introduce a 
couple other of our team members and over here we have quite a few.  We already recognized Gerry 
Gillen, Executive Director of the Orleans Levee District, we have Marica Meekins who’s the Chief of 
the Levees and Floodwalls Branch of the Corps, Shawn Burnett who is another Project Manager, Vic 
Landry, Sr. who is our local liaison, and our Safety Officer, Sherry Scott joins us as well [Inaudible].  
So, we’re glad everybody could be with us. After we’re finished, the PowerPoint and minutes will be on 
nolaenvironmental.gov.  And, we’re here to answer your questions, if you don’t have an answer for your 
question please catch somebody afterwards, if we don’t have an answer we will get back to you.  So, 
with that I’m going to open up the floor for questions if you could just please come to the mic.  No 
questions? 

[Inaudible]  

Male speaker:  To make it easy, questions that have been answered already but there is a rumor 
that Lakeshore Drive is going to be cut-off and is going to stay off for the duration of all the work going 
on the lakefront, and I guess my question is, is that true? 

Male engineer:  Thank you, sir, very good question.  I intended to bring that up in the 
presentation, [Inaudible], thanks for touching on that.  Actually, we’re working closely with the Levee 
Authority, we don’t want to shut down Lakeshore Drive from 7th Street down to the Industrial Canal.  
The last thing we want to do is restrict access.  We’re going to try to maintain but I can’t guarantee any 
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durations or reaches, but I can say currently from Topaz Street to Orleans [Inaudible] canal we won’t be 
able to maintain [Inaudible]  time, but we are going to do about best and work with the Levee Board, 
[Inaudible] to do what we can to ensure access to [Inaudible].  I know it’s a heavily used area for 
recreation, I got out there to fish and crab, a lot of folks ride their bikes, I know its popular especially on 
the weekend [Inaudible].  We’re going to do everything we can to maintain access, however, we have 
signed contracts, of course, with these signed contracts, they’re individual contractors but we’re going to 
be working with them to get access but will be like that at times.  Certain parts, of course, will be closed 
in it’s entirety but we’re not going to shut down all of Lakeshore Drive unless something drastic 
happens. 

Male speaker:  Okay.  Well, to begin with, the word was that it would be much easier for you 
guys if you just closed it off and kept it closed until you finished all of your stuff and then open it back 
up.  It is unreasonable and it would be a big burden on us and so hopefully you won’t do that. 

Male engineer:  It would certainly be a lot more convenient for us, you’re right, to shut it down 
from end to end, and then just let the contractors have full reign, but, you know, like I said, we want to 
work with the public and all the recreational use areas, you know, a lot folks have [Inaudible]  runners 
and cyclists. 

Male speaker:  One other question, your sound affects with pile drivers going, “ka-chunk ka-
chunk,” I saw piles being driven over the by Coconut Beach, the hydraulic pile they’re drivers making 
noise [Inaudible] can’t do work very well 

Male engineer  So it goes “rrrrrrrr” 

Male Speaker  But it’s a real low, “RRRRRR.” 

Male engineer:  Thank you, sir, I appreciate your input. 

Nancy Allen:  Yes, sir [Inaudible]. 

Tom Judd:  Hi, I’m Tom Judd with the Lakeshore Property Owners Board.  Two questions, 
one, what are the plans to restore lighting to the Lakeshore property?  I know it was lost in Katrina and 
I’ve heard that the  better way to do the levees is not to have the cable access or the power go through the 
levees, but go over [Inaudible] restoring the lights because right now it’s dark. 

Male engineer:  I’m going to let Jerry speak to that, sir. 

Jerry Owen:  Yeah.  Unfortunately, during the earthen levee work the utilities had crossed the 
levee to the wrong [Inaudible] tree lights.  FEMA wanting to use to repair all the lights on the lakefront, 
they are already in working order now but we don’t have pertinent power to them.  [Inaudible] our Levee 
District [Inaudible]  due to legislative [Inaudible].  So, he’s getting that design now trying to identify 
funds to get those utilities back.  With the upcoming construction he still thinks it’s going to be some 
time before that really has to be done [Inaudible] also. 

Male speaker:  So, you don’t see that if the Corps [Inaudible] the issue, since there was power 
going out there before… 

Jerry Owen:  That’s correct. 

Male speaker:  … and now they’re fixing the levees [Inaudible]. 



   Public Meeting Summary 

The following notes were recorded by USACE contractors. These notes are intended to provide an overview of the 
presentations and public questions and comments, and are not intended to provide a complete or verbatim 
account of the meeting. This account is not intended to be a legal document. 

Page 12 of 19 
 

Jerry Owen:  Right.  But, as the agreement, as the sponsors, is not only with Orleans Levee 
District but all [Inaudible] the board believe we’re at where Entergy feeds, those sponsors all respond 
quickly about relocating and preparing all these utilities. 

Male speaker:  All right.  Thanks.  So, my second question, this goes back to after the storm, 
no, before the storm, Katrina, there was an access to West Lakeshore through the street that’s… 

Male engineer:  Topaz Street? 

Male speaker:  … Topaz Street, that’s it, and it was closed for the storm and it stayed closed, 
they removed the gates [Inaudible]. 

Male engineer:  Yes [Inaudible]  

Male speaker:  So, one are the consequences of that or the unintended consequences is there’s a 
lot more traffic going to West End and Robert E. Lee that intersection right there by the Walgreens and 
whatnot, it’s really getting to be kind of a dangerous intersection.  Now, you said, well that’s not my 
problem, I’m just building levees, but by making the levees better, its really a secondary consequence 
but I think it really needs to be looked at by the Corps.  It’s a riskier intersection now. [Inaudible].  Do 
you all have any plans to look at that or how we can, you know, change the street lights there or do 
something that would minimize the impact? 

Male engineer:  At this point, no, we’re working closely with the Public Works – Robert 
Mendoza’s office we’ve been very good partners through the whole plans.  We’ll be happy to send 
something forward.  I’ll give you my card – you can and I’ll hop on, and when you send a request 
stating, “We need to look some more at the following incidental”… 

Male speaker:  Yeah. 

Male engineer;  … but, I do understand your concern.  That is a heavily used intersection, 
there’s a shopping center on the back end, there. 

Male speaker:  Okay.  Thanks. 

Male engineer:  You’re welcome. 

Male speaker:  I believe I have a related question.  Why has Lakeshore Drive being closed from 
the Seabrook Bridge on over at least to Franklin Avenue for the last two years?   

 Male engineer:  That is where we are stockpiling clay and borrowed material right now and we 
have a lot of trucks hauling, loading.  It’s more of a safety concern so that area, when we worked with 
the Levee Board, it was decided that area would be closed.  I understand if it’s more of a safety principle, 
we just don’t want anybody to get hurt especially traffic.  I’m sure you’ve seen it looks like a mountain 
of clay out there, equivalent to the height of the levee section. 

Male speaker:  So, it’s going to be closed for the duration? 

Male engineer:  At this point, I can’t say yes or no, I would like to say its most likely because 
we’re going to be hauling a lot of material in and out of there and it just wouldn’t be safe to have kids 
on bikes and people out there.  And, I do notice a lot of people drive around it to go fish, so a lot of 
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people do drive out there but the levee police always stop them – they enforce that area.  I would say it 
would be closed, at this point, until this portion is complete. 

Male speaker:  And, [Inaudible] that you talked about, will that go over the levee or will we still 
have a cut-out there? 

Male engineer:  No, sir.  It will go over the levee [Inaudible] finish elevation [Inaudible] is 
probably four and a half feet deficient there, but once the new ramp is in it will be to the existing 
finished grade of that levee section which is at 19 feet. 

Male speaker:  I guess, you know, that in Katrina no water came through crack. 

Male engineer:  Well, we’ve raised the elevation for those [Inaudible] levees and I realize that 
there was no overtopping there but we’re bringing it all to 100-year level of protection.  We all want to 
protect the citizens. 

Male speaker:  You talk about dewatering Bayou St. John that means you’re going to really 
dewater the whole thing? 

Male engineer:  Well, this is what we’re doing, we’re going to go in, drop the [Inaudible] lock, 
put the ball gates in, pump the water out, and we’re going to inspect the gates for trouble.  Now, we’re 
going to do work also in there to fix the elevation of those gates [Inaudible] six inches to a cap on those 
gates.  But once we go in and do that work, the Levee Authority is going to go ahead and they’re going 
to put the maintenance contracts in there and I’ll let Jerry, I don’t know if you want to speak on any 
details but, they’re going to go ahead and do some work while we kind of get [Inaudible] 

Male speaker:  How do you pump the fish back in? 

Male engineer:  Well… 

Male speaker:  De-water means that you empty it. 

Male engineer:  Well, what we’re going to do is, we have a very simple cofferdam that we 
actually have stop-walls that we drop on both sides of the gate with just that one structure that as you 
know [Inaudible] that’s how the water is fed into the Bayou and I’ve been working with Robert Pounce 
on this quite extensively and we’re trying to [Inaudible] that’s basically a closed cell; that water will be 
pumped back out into the lake in that one little area just around the gates themselves. 

Male speaker:  Okay.  So, you’re not going to be dewatering Bayou St. John. 

Male engineer:  Oh, no, sir.  [Inaudible] 

Male speaker:  Then you need to get your terminology straight. 

Male engineer:  How is that? 

Male speaker:  Well, you’re talking about dewatering Bayou St. John. 

Male engineer:  No, I said we’re going to be dewatering Bayou St. John sector gate not the 
Bayou itself, sir.  I’m sorry for the confusion. 

Male speaker:  Thank you.  
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Male engineer:  Thank you.  Appreciate your comments, sir. 

[Inaudible]  

Male speaker:  My name is Claude [Inaudible].  The question I have has to do with the piling, 
that clay you have over there on Lakeshore Drive.  I noticed that the heavy trucks have destroyed the 
[Inaudible] for the storm drains in that area [Inaudible] and also the clay and debris is washed into the 
storm drain a little up the road.  Do you plan to rebuild culverts on the storm drains? 

Male engineer:  Again, the structural impacts we have, we will return [Inaudible], maybe I’ll let 
Jerry talk [Inaudible]. Yeah.  We’re certainly aware of some of the damage that’s taking place and are 
keeping track of that [Inaudible] future repair [Inaudible]. 

Male speaker:  [Inaudible] you just have the money do that. 

Male engineer:  That’s correct.  [Inaudible] if it’s due to Corps activity, the Corps will accept 
that. 

Male speaker:  Thank  you. 

Male engineer:  Thank you, sir. 

Female speaker:  Hi, I’m [Inaudible], I just moved here actually [Inaudible].  I just had a question 
about a detail on the map [Inaudible]. 

Male engineer:  Correct.  I’m not actually involved in the design [Inaudible] structure… 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible]  

Male engineer:  [Inaudible]  

Nancy Allen:  The Seabrook from [Inaudible] The Seabrook Structural will still be covered in 
an Individual Environmental Report that will be out later this fall and that will outline the proposed 
action.  When we are looking at a sector gate [Inaudible].  But, that will all be out in the IER. 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible].  I have a couple of questions.  You said that most of the mud or all 
of the mud is coming from the spillway? 

Male engineer:  [Inaudible] contracts all of borrow is coming from the Bonne Carre' 
Spillway, yes, ma’am. 
 
Female speaker:  And, what is the road, exactly, that they’re taking to get to where you’re 
stockpiling it? 

Male engineer:  Primarily we will be taking the 10, 610, Franklin Avenue… 

Female speaker:  How are they getting to the 10? 

Male engineer:  I would assume they take 310 to I-10 in St. Charles Parish. 

Female speaker:  They go through Airline Highway? 
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Male engineer:  Yes, ma’am, as far I know that’s the route they take. 

Female engineer:  Yes.   

Female speaker:  Okay.  And, then they get to where you’re stockpiling they go I-10 and then 
they [Inaudible]? 

Male engineer:  Where they’re stockpiling they go I-10 to 610, then they go out to the Franklin 
Avenue exit and they come on Franklin, over the levee, right adjacent [Inaudible]. 

Female speaker:  Who is going to maintain the roads after this is finished destroying them?  
Especially in St. John Parish on the west [Inaudible]? 

Female engineer:  We… 

Male engineer:  Okay.   

Nancy Allen:  Okay.  About a month ago we held a coordination meeting with the local 
Parishes to talk about how to address the issue for traffic impact and construction impact and we’ll work 
with our contractors and with the local Parishes on damages.  But, that is under discussion right now 
[Inaudible]. 

Female speaker:  Who is going to pay for the roads?  Do you all have the money from the proper 
authority… 

Female engineer:  No. 

Female speaker:  … to pay [Inaudible]  

Female engineer:  No, we do not. 

Female speaker:  So, who’s going to [Inaudible] needs to be done? 

Male engineer:  As you know, we can’t lobby congress.  We have to have… 

Female speaker:  So, these Parishes are going to have to deal with it themselves…? 

Female engineer:  There’s been discussion, the first thing the Regional Planning Commission are 
very tuned into this, DOTD, we’ve met with all of them and talked extensively to try to identify potential 
impact and a potential ways of mitigating them from all sides, we need everybody to do it, it has to be a 
joint effort. 

Female speaker:  I don’t know about the problems on Franklin Avenue but I stay on Airline 
Highway, to me the trucks are dumping, off the back of them, big hunks, gigantic hunks that cars are 
swerving in and out [Inaudible]. 

Male engineer:  Our contract with the construction division folks that oversee the borrow, they 
have a borrow station, that’s all they do is locate and isolate borrow.  [Inaudible] those folks work 
closely with construction officials, and anything on those material contractors and if they drop pile, 
they’re responsible to maintain a clean roadway, and I know it’s an issue, but that always [Inaudible], I 
realize that. 
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Female speaker:  Okay.  [Inaudible] London Avenue to [Inaudible]. 

Male engineer:  Well, our estimates, I don’t have, I can tell you one thing, our estimates for all 
contracts, the metro contracts, is $110 million.  This LPV 101 which we awarded for $33 million, that 
came in below our own estimate.  So, partly one of the multiple possible bidding stories of these 
contracts coming in below our estimates, 101, 103, [Inaudible]  contracts.  Off the top of my head I can’t 
tell what kind of [Inaudible] government estimates are somewhat confidential, but I can give you 
[Inaudible] 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible]  

Male engineer:  Okay.  But, the totals are $10 million worth [Inaudible]  

 

Female speaker:  I have a couple more questions. 

Male engineer:  Yes. 

Female speaker:  You say they’re going to work six days a week and possibly on Sundays but at 
12 hours per day, are you saying that [Inaudible] 

Male engineer:  No, ma’am.  We’re only dealing with the accepted daylight hours that we have 
right now… 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible] 

Male engineer:  I believe they can’t start until 7:00 a.m.  We don’t want them to go out there and 
start their equipment, so that if your home’s a block away, you’re not going to be having trucks running 
deliveries of [Inaudible]  disturbing the neighborhood, and that’s one thing we were cognizant of 
[Inaudible]  we use for all in our specifications, we told the contractor, “All right.  You can work from 7 
to 7, or 7 to 8 daylight hours.”  But, we won’t let them [Inaudible] after dark, they can’t set-up big light 
plans to work until midnight. 

Female speaker:  And, then there’s the pile driving, if they [Inaudible]  

Male engineer:  Yes, ma’am.  And, all the noise levels, we all stayed in the OSHA limits so we 
can’t exceed the OSHA limits and, in fact, our safety coordinator over here, Sherry Scott, she’s very in 
tune with the decibel the levels so we [Inaudible]. 

Female speaker:  One more question. 

Male engineer:  Okay. 

Female speaker:  I’m not quite sure that [Inaudible] that’s the only one I know when they fixed it. 
They have 6% of water can pump through it.  All the other roads that go over the canal are set-up that it 
connects with the levees [Inaudible]. 

Male engineer:  Right.  That’s… 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible] 
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Male engineer:  …That’s actually on the protected side of the levee so that is not a sealed bridge 
as was first made – yeah all canals.  So, that bridge, it’s not completely made our pipes [Inaudible]. 

Female speaker:  So, the water can go right through [Inaudible]? 

Male engineer:  Well, we have the sector gate at the end by the lake which is line of protection. 

Female speaker:  I know but if the Canal rises to a certain level of water, will it go over the road 
and then flow into [Inaudible] bridges since there’s no [Inaudible]? 

Male engineer:  I’m going to let Sherry talk with this, let the Levee District addresses that. 

Male engineer:  That was the last bridge.  The city’s wall were exposed [Inaudible] sealed out.  
Right now because of the [Inaudible] canal walls they built a temporary pump station so right now that’s 
a surface water maximum – surface water elevation and that elevation will not allow water to get in the 
bridge.  So, I don’t know what the city’s plans are right now but it is not as critical after Katrina as it was 
previous to Katrina.  So, that’s what’s the pump station’s there for to keep this water level down in this 
future basin they have to close the pump station off at the London Canal for that bridge flood elevation 
[Inaudible] 

Female speaker:  [Inaudible]  

Male engineer:  That’s correct. 

Female speaker:  And, the other thing was [Inaudible] 

Nancy Allen:  Thank you, that’s very nice thank you. 

Male engineer:  I’d be happy to share with you mailing addresses and phone numbers with you. 

[Inaudible]  

Male engineer:  Thank you.  Appreciate your comments.  Anyone else? 

Male speaker:  [Inaudible] listening to the concerns about traffic and the exposure to the  
[Inaudible].  Have they considered barging the clay from the Bonnet Carre Spillway to various locations 
of the levees instead [Inaudible]? 

Male engineer:  I don’t think barging, I don’t know if that’s been taken into consideration. 

Female engineer:  I think there are some areas where they’ve considered barging where its feasible 
but I don’t think that along the Lakefront, I don’t think that’s feasible. I don’t have any more details than 
that. 

Male engineer:  The work we’re doing, I don’t think any of that could be justified and be cost 
effective.  I understand what you’re saying – you think the load on the roads from the use of trucks 
[Inaudible] the amount of material on these metro contracts, let me just bring this to your attention, most 
of this work, all the dirt work, I want to say, you know, we have 90% complete out there; most the dirt 
work [Inaudible] to ramps so as far as the borrow that we’ll be bringing in, most of it’s in place already.  
Most of the work that’s going to be done, will be done with steel piles, concrete work going on out there, 
so there will be loads, but it won’t be so much borrow material. 
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Female engineer:  There’s a gentleman in the back. 

Mike Griffith:  I’m Mike Griffith down in the [Inaudible] Coconut Beach.  And, we’ve got a 
really great working relationship with the Corps, much more so than [Inaudible] but we still haven’t 
gotten an answer of how much the pumping station will have taken – will affect the complex.  I 
understand that I will be, basically, the Corps will give the specifications to the contractors, and the 
contractors will basically know when they need more and they can call you right now [Inaudible] 
because we’ve been told, and I’m not going to mention any names, but be out by May of next year, and I 
also heard that [Inaudible].  And, the reason we’re really asking is because we’ve got all these 
[Inaudible] Catholic Charities, Children’s Hospital, you know all the universities that are trying to 
designate a time period for their fund raisers next year and I don’t really know what to tell them.  I guess 
I’m just looking for an update if there is one. 

Female engineer:  Drew Walsh is a member of our Permanent Pumps Team, and he.. 

Mike Griffith  We’ve spoken before. 

Male engineer:  Currently, right now, we appreciate how much time it’s taken you. We may 
have something signed by [Inaudible]. 

Nancy Allen:  [Inaudible] Project Partnership Agreement that we’re going to head up 
sometime this week by the Corps and the local sponsors.  Anyone else?  Yes, sir. 

Male speaker:  [Inaudible] I live on Pratt Drive right over there by the temporary pump station.  
And, now the pump station is being turned on [Inaudible] what about the pollution from the temporary 
pumps?  Those are diesel pumps, when they turn on, we get pollution in the air from those pumps.  Is 
there anything being done about that?  Has anybody addressed that problem? 

Nancy Allen:  [Inaudible] Okay.  We don’t have anybody from our operations out here with us 
tonight, but I can take your name and information so they can give you a call.  We did make some new 
change to our operating procedures so that…  

[Inaudible]  

Male speaker:  That’s understandable, I can understand that. 

Nancy Allen:  Yeah. 

Male speaker:  But, we do get a pollution problem from these pumps, we get an east wind, 
we’re getting the pollution.  When these temporary pumps are turned on.  I mean, it’s the way it is. 

Female engineer:  We’ll have somebody from operations give you a call.  If you could write down 
at the desk, if you could give Rachel your name and phone number and/or email address we’ll have 
somebody get in touch with you. 

Male speaker:  Yeah. 

Nancy Allen:  Anybody else?  All right.  We want to thank you all for coming tonight.  Again, 
we’ll stick around if you have additional questions, we’ll be happy to answer them.  And, we look 
forward to getting started on construction in this area, so thank you. 
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[Inaudible]  

Nancy Allen:  I’m sorry?  Oh, yes.   

Male speaker:  You handed out a questionnaire. 

Nancy Allen:  I’m handing out questionnaires, if you would fill them out and return them at the 
desk, that would be great.  Thank you. 

 


