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Louisiana Coastal Use Guidelines 
 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER, BATON ROUGE TO THE GULF OF MEXICO, LOUISIANA 
DESIGNATION OF ADDITIONAL DISPOSAL AREAS FOR 

 HEAD OF PASSES, SOUTHWEST PASS, AND SOUTH PASS 
 

PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
 

EA #517 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, 16 U.S.C. 1451 et. seq. requires that 
“each federal agency conducting or supporting activities directly affecting the coastal zone shall 
conduct or support those activities in a manner which is, to the maximum extent practicable, 
consistent with approved state management programs.”  In accordance with Section 307, a 
Consistency Determination has been prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New 
Orleans District (CEMVN) for the proposed designation of additional disposal areas for the 
placement of dredged material removed during maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass, South 
Pass, and the Head of Passes hopper dredge disposal area located in the Federally-authorized 
Mississippi River, Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana project (Figure 1).  Coastal 
Use Guidelines were written in order to implement the policies and goals of the Louisiana 
Coastal Resources Program (LCRP), and serve as a set of performance standards for evaluating 
projects.  Compliance with the Louisiana Coastal Resources Program, and therefore, Section 
307, requires compliance with applicable Coastal Use Guidelines. 
 
 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Maintenance dredging of the Gulf of Mexico entrance channels to the Mississippi River is 
needed to ensure safe passage of commercial shipping from the Gulf to upriver ports of call.  The 
Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River is the principal shipping channel between the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Head of Passes, where Southwest Pass and two other access channels, South 
Pass and Pass a Loutre, converge at the south end of the main stem of the Mississippi River.  The 
approximately 22-mile-long Southwest Pass navigation channel is currently maintained at a 
depth of -45 feet Mean Low Gulf (MLG) to provide deep-draft access to the New Orleans – 
Baton Rouge port corridor and its associated commerce and industries.  The second important 
access channel from the Gulf, South Pass navigational channel, is maintained at a depth of -17 
feet MLG and provides a more easterly entrance to the Mississippi River.   
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Figure 1.  Mississippi River, Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana project. 
 
 

Routine maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass is performed mainly by hopper dredges, 
though hydraulic cutterhead dredges are occasionally used.  Hopper dredges work from Venice 
at approximately Mile 10.0 Above Head of Passes (AHP) downstream through the Southwest 
Pass bar channel to approximately Mile 22.0 Below Head of Passes (BHP) at the southern end of 
the channel.  Hopper-dredged material removed from the reach between Venice and Mile 11.0 
BHP is hauled and deposited into a location in the river located just above the Head of Passes, 
called the Head of Passes hopper dredge disposal area (HDDA);  agitation-dredging may be 
employed in this reach as well.  Hopper-dredged material removed from below Mile 11.0 BHP to 
the lower jetty and bar channel of Southwest Pass is either agitation-dredged or hauled for 
deposition in the designated Ocean Dredged Material Disposal Site (ODMDS).  Agitation 
dredging involves filling a hopper dredge to capacity and allowing it to overflow.  Fine 
sediments are released into surface waters and carried out of the mouth of the river while heavier 
sediments collect in the hopper dredge and are hauled to the ODMDS.  Hopper dredges are 
favored in Southwest Pass because they are more maneuverable than hydraulic cutterhead 
dredges, thereby reducing interference with channel traffic and the risk of collisions.  Hopper 
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dredges can also more quickly respond to new areas of shoaling in the Southwest Pass channel 
than can a cutterhead drfedge. 
 
Management of the HDDA involves maintaining sufficient depths in the area to allow 
continuous use by hopper dredges during routine maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass.  
When the site is nearly full, dredged material is excavated using a hydraulic cutterhead dredge 
and moved to permanent beneficial use-disposal locations, thereby maintaining storage capacity 
in the HDDA so that maintenance dredging in Southwest Pass may continue uninterrupted.  
When hydraulic cutterhead dredges are occasionally used in Southwest Pass, dredged material is 
placed for shoreline nourishment or placed unconfined in shallow open-water areas on either side 
of the channel for wetlands creation and development.   
 
Maintenance dredging of South Pass is usually performed by hydraulic cutterhead dredges.  
Material is hydraulically placed in shallow water bottoms adjacent to the navigation channel for 
wetlands creation and development. 
 
CEMVN plans to continue dredging the Southwest Pass and South Pass navigation channels and 
the HDDA.  However, existing nearby disposal areas are either reaching maximum capacity, or 
are located at distances requiring a significant increase in CEMVN operations and maintenance 
(O&M) funding for their use.  This has resulted in the need to acquire new disposal areas to 
ensure continued capacity at the hopper dredge disposal site, and an opportunity to beneficially 
use dredged material removed from the HDDA and Southwest Pass.  In addition, the re-
designation of existing dredged material disposal sites adjacent to South Pass and Pass a Loutre 
as upland disposal sites would enable continued cost-effective maintenance of the HDDA and 
the upper South Pass navigation channel while increasing current capacity at these sites.   
 
The proposed action would designate multiple additional disposal areas for the placement of 
dredged material.  Beneficial use-placement of dredged material would foster wetlands and other 
coastal habitat development and restoration in adjacent and mainly open water areas, thereby at 
least partially reversing the loss of wetland habitat that has occurred in the delta in recent years.  
Coastal wetlands in Louisiana are eroding at a rapid rate (approximately 25,200 acres per year 
since the 1970s) and the proposed action would eventually convert open water and eroded marsh 
areas of the Mississippi River Delta into coastal wetlands providing productive bird and fisheries 
habitat.  It is anticipated that the beneficial use-placement (into shallow open water areas) of 
dredged material associated with the proposed action could result in the creation of up to 17,781 
acres of emergent marsh in West Bay and the creation/restoration of up to 3,350 acres of 
emergent marsh and other coastal habitat within the eroding Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
(DNWR).  While subdelta formation presently occurs in West Bay, major portions of fine 
sediments appear to bypass the bay and are delivered to the Gulf of Mexico; coastal wind and 
wave attack and lack of estuarine enclosure work against rapid subaerial land development here 
as well.  The DNWR, recognized as part of the Active Delta Important Bird Area, has lost 
significant land over the past 50 years due to erosion and subsidence, with significant storm-
induced marsh loss and conversion to open water (marsh shearing) following Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita (Figure 2).  Land loss within the DNWR has left oil and gas infrastructure located here 
increasingly exposed to storm events.  More recently, portions of the DNWR were impacted by 
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill event.  Additional, upland habitat types (e.g., scrub-shrub 
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and maritime forest ridge) created in the Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area, where 
thousands of acres of wetlands and uplands were lost due to Hurricane Katrina (Figure 2), would 
provide higher-elevation habitat and enhance survivability for terrestrial species such as deer and 
mottled duck that inhabit the area. 
  

 
 

Figure 2.  Land loss in the active Mississippi River Delta resulting from Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita (map courtesy of USGS). 
 

 
AUTHORITY FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Construction and maintenance of Southwest Pass is authorized under the Rivers and Harbors 
Acts of 1946 and 1962, the Supplemental Appropriations Act of 1985, and the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-662) which provide for the construction of a 55-foot-
deep channel in the Mississippi River from the Gulf of Mexico to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, a 
distance of 257 miles.  Dredging of a 45-foot channel from the Gulf of Mexico to New Orleans 
was completed in December 1987; the 45-foot channel from New Orleans to mile 181 was 
completed in December 1988; the 45-foot channel from Mile 181 to Mile 232.4 was completed 
in December 1994.  At present, a 40-foot channel is maintained from Mile 233.8 to Mile 232.4 
and a 45-foot channel is maintained from Mile 232.4 to the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Construction and maintenance of South Pass is authorized under the Rivers and Harbors Act 
dated March 2, 1945.  The Act provides for a navigation channel 30-feet deep by 450-feet wide 
in South Pass, and a channel 30-feet deep by 600-feet wide in the South Pass bar channel.  In 
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keeping with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers policy that projects only be maintained 
consistent with reasonable needs of existing commerce, it was determined the channel through 
South Pass and the bar channel would be maintained to provide a depth of 17.0 feet Mean Low 
Gulf (MLG).   
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
CEMVN proposes to designate multiple disposal areas for the placement of dredged material 
removed during maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass, South Pass, and the HDDA located in 
the Mississippi River, Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana, Federal navigation project.  
The proposed disposal areas are located in Plaquemines Parish in southeastern Louisiana in the 
active delta of the Mississippi River (Figure 3).  Dredged material would be placed in West Bay 
(West Bay Disposal Area); adjacent to the upper South Pass and Pass a Loutre navigation 
channels within the Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area (Upland Disposal Areas A and B); 
and within the Delta National Wildlife Refuge located north of Pass a Loutre (DNWR Disposal 
Area) (Figure 4). 
 
West Bay Disposal Area 
 
An additional disposal area, the West Bay Disposal Area (WBDA), would be designated for the 
beneficial use-placement of dredged material removed during maintenance dredging of 
Southwest Pass and the HDDA.  The proposed disposal area encompasses a total of 
approximately 17,781 acres of mainly shallow open water with some eroded emergent marsh 
located in West Bay (Figure 4).  Shoal material removed from Southwest Pass and the HDDA 
would be placed in shallow open water areas within the new disposal site for marsh creation.  
 
Material removed from Southwest Pass or the HDDA would be placed unconfined in shallow 
open water areas within the proposed WBDA, with the maximum initial dredged material slurry 
height of about +4.5 feet MLG to achieve an expected final elevation of about +2.5 to +3.0 feet 
MLG which would be conducive to wetlands (emergent marsh) development.  Placement of 
dredged material on existing submerged aquatic vegetation and/or remnant emergent marsh 
would be avoided to the maximum extent practicable.  For each placement effort, the initial 
dredged material placement heights, location and timing of placement event, and the disposal site 
configurations will be closely coordinated with state and Federal natural resource agencies.  This 
may result in a variety of dredged material placement heights and configurations throughout this 
new disposal area.  Placement efforts would also be closely coordinated with ongoing beneficial 
use-placement of shoal material removed during maintenance dredging of the Pilottown 
Anchorage Area (to maintain deep-draft access and anchorage) into the West Bay “marsh 
creation area”—a mitigation feature of the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and 
Restoration Act (CWPPRA) project “West Bay Sediment Diversion, Plaquemines Parish, 
Louisiana (MR-03).”  Placement sites are expected to become vegetated by colonization from 
adjacent vegetated areas, consistent with experience at other CEMVN beneficial use-disposal 
areas in the Mississippi River Delta. 
 



6 
 

Flotation access dredging may be required in the WBDA to allow construction equipment and 
pipeline to reach discharge sites within the disposal area.  Flotation access channel material 
would be placed on adjacent shallow open water bottom to a maximum initial height of about 
+4.5 feet MLG or be used to backfill the flotation access channels when disposal operations have 
been completed.  Flotation access channels would be limited to a maximum bottom width of 
about 80 feet and a maximum depth of about -8.0 feet MLG.   
 
Access corridors across existing marsh and upland areas extending from the Southwest Pass west 
bankline also may be required to allow construction equipment and pipeline to reach discharge 
sites within the disposal area.  Such access corridors would be limited to a maximum width of 
about 150 feet.  These access corridors may be backfilled with dredged material to a maximum 
elevation of about 3 feet above existing, adjacent marsh upon completion of dredging and 
disposal activities to restore these degraded corridors to marsh elevations.  
 
Closures and/or retention dikes would be constructed as necessary to prevent dredged material 
from re-entering navigation channels and adjacent waterways following placement.  Earth, shell, 
sheetpile, rock, aggregate, or some combination of these materials would be utilized to construct 
closures and dikes.  Borrow material for closure/dike construction would be excavated from 
adjacent water bottom from within the disposal area.  Earthen closures/dikes would be allowed to 
degrade naturally or, if such degradation does not occur, these structures would be mechanically 
degraded after the dredged material has compacted and dewatered sufficiently to prevent it from 
entering the navigation channel and adjacent waterways—generally no more than approximately 
3 years after project construction.  CEMVN would coordinate inspections of these features with 
the appropriate natural resource agencies prior to taking action, and if deemed necessary, would 
mechanically degrade earthen closures or dikes. 
 
Discharge of dredged material into the proposed disposal area would be performed by a 
hydraulic dredge.  Excavation and discharge of flotation access channel material, of access 
corridor material, and of closure/dike material, would be performed by a mechanical dredge. 
 
The HDDA is dredged about every 1-2 years.  Approximately 1-8 million cubic yards of dredged 
material could be placed in the proposed disposal area during each maintenance dredging event 
for the HDDA.  Southwest Pass is dredged every year. Approximately 1-6 million cubic yards of 
Southwest Pass dredged material could be placed in the proposed placement area each year.  
 
The property adjacent to the proposed disposal areas includes emergent marsh, private camps, 
petroleum industry facilities, the Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area, and the open waters 
of the Mississippi River, South Pass, Southwest Pass, and Pass a Loutre.   
 
Delta National Wildlife Refuge Disposal Area 
 
An additional disposal area, Delta National Wildlife Refuge Disposal Area (DNWR-1), would be 
designated for the beneficial use-placement of dredged material removed during maintenance 
dredging of Southwest Pass and the HDDA.  The proposed disposal area encompasses a total of 
approximately 3,350 acres of mostly shallow open water and eroding marsh located in the 
DNWR (Figure 4).  Shoal material removed during maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass and 
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the HDDA would be placed in shallow open water areas within the new disposal site, DNWR-1, 
for the creation/restoration of emergent marsh and other coastal habitat.  
 
Material removed from Southwest Pass or the HDDA would be placed unconfined in shallow 
open water areas within the proposed DNWR-1 disposal area, with a maximum initial dredged 
material slurry height of about +7.0 feet MLG to achieve a maximum expected final elevation of 
about +4.0 to +5.0 feet MLG.  Placement of dredged material on existing submerged aquatic 
vegetation and/or remnant emergent marsh would be avoided to the maximum extent practicable.    
Areas of higher elevation would be supportive of both nesting habitat for mottled ducks and 
stopover habitat for neotropical migratory songbirds, while areas of lower elevation would be 
supportive of emergent intertidal wetland vegetation (i.e., emergent marsh).  HDDA material has 
been used successfully for similar habitat creation/restoration efforts (i.e., “Mississippi River, 
Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana, Management of Pass a Loutre/South Pass Open-
Water Disposal Area” project;  “Mississippi River, Baton Rouge to the Gulf of Mexico, 
Louisiana, Designation of Additional Disposal Area, Pass a Loutre/South Pass” project) in the 
DNWR.  For each placement effort, the initial dredged material placement heights, location and 
timing of placement event, and the disposal site configurations will be closely coordinated with 
state and Federal natural resource agencies, including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
personnel responsible for management of the DNWR.  This may result in a variety of dredged 
material placement heights and configurations throughout this new disposal area.  Placement 
sites are expected to become vegetated by colonization from adjacent vegetated areas, consistent 
with experience at other CEMVN beneficial use-disposal areas in the Mississippi River Delta. 
 
Flotation access dredging may be required in the DNWR-1 site to allow construction equipment 
and pipeline to reach discharge sites within the disposal area.  Flotation access channel material 
would be placed on adjacent shallow open water bottom to a maximum initial height of about 
+4.5 feet MLG or be used to backfill the flotation access channels when disposal operations have 
been completed.  Flotation access channels would be limited to a maximum bottom width of 
about 80 feet and a maximum depth of about -8.0 feet MLG.   
 
Access corridors across existing marsh and upland areas extending from the Southwest Pass east 
bankline also may be required to allow construction equipment and pipeline to reach discharge 
sites within the disposal area.  Such access corridors would be limited to a maximum width of 
about 150 feet.  These access corridors may be backfilled with dredged material to a maximum 
elevation of about 3 feet above existing, adjacent marsh upon completion of dredging and 
disposal activities to restore these degraded corridors to marsh elevations.  
 
Closures and/or retention dikes would be constructed as necessary to prevent dredged material 
from re-entering adjacent waterways following placement.  Earth, shell, sheetpile, rock, 
aggregate, hay bales, or some combination of these materials would be utilized to construct 
closures and dikes.  Borrow material for closure/dike construction would be excavated from 
adjacent water bottom from within the disposal area.  Earthen closures/dikes would be allowed to 
degrade naturally or, if such degradation does not occur, these structures would be mechanically 
degraded after the dredged material has compacted and dewatered sufficiently to prevent it from 
entering adjacent waterways—generally no more than approximately 3 years after project 
construction.  CEMVN would coordinate inspections of these features with the appropriate 
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natural resource agencies prior to taking action, and if deemed necessary, would mechanically 
degrade earthen closures or dikes. 
 
Discharge of dredged material into the proposed disposal area would be performed by a 
hydraulic dredge.  Excavation and discharge of flotation access channel material, of access 
corridor material, and of closure/dike material, would be performed by a mechanical dredge. 
 
The HDDA is dredged about every 1-2 years.  Approximately 1-8 million cubic yards of dredged 
material could be placed in the proposed disposal area during each maintenance dredging event 
for the HDDA.  Southwest Pass is dredged every year. Approximately 1-6 million cubic yards of 
Southwest Pass dredged material could be placed in the proposed placement area each year.  
 
The property adjacent to the proposed disposal area includes emergent marsh, private camps, 
petroleum industry facilities, the Delta National Wildlife Refuge, the open waters of the 
Mississippi River, Southwest Pass, and Pass a Loutre.   
 
Upland Disposal Areas 
 
Two existing dredged material disposal sites, located adjacent to the entrance of South Pass and 
Pass a Loutre, would be re-designated to function as upland disposal areas (Figure 4).  The 
proposed upland disposal sites encompass a total area of approximately 1,055 acres of shallow 
open water, emergent marsh, and scrub-shrub/upland habitat.  Upland Disposal Area A (UDA-A) 
is approximately 720 acres in size and comprised of 400 acres of shallow open water, 228 acres 
of emergent marsh, and 92 acres of scrub-shrub dominated upland habitat; and Upland Disposal 
Area B (UDA-B) is approximately 335 acres in size and comprised of 97 acres of shallow open 
water, 221 acres of emergent marsh, and 17 acres of scrub-shrub dominated upland habitat.  Both 
sites are located within the Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area (WMA), a 115,000-acre 
publicly-owned wildlife area managed by the Louisiana Division of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF).  LDWF is fully supportive of the proposed disposal site re-designation.  Placement of 
dredged material to upland elevations is expected to support scrub-shrub and maritime forest 
ridge vegetation—habitat that is currently lacking throughout much of the Pass a Loutre WMA, 
with significant loss due to Hurricane Katrina—which could be utilized by deer and other 
mammals, mottled ducks, and neotropical migratory songbirds.  It is also likely that some marsh 
fringe (and submerged aquatic vegetation) would develop, or persist, in remaining shallow open 
water areas adjacent to newly-placed areas within the proposed upland disposal sites.  For each 
placement effort in the re-designated upland disposal areas, the initial dredged material 
placement heights, location and timing of placement event, and the disposal site configurations 
will be closely coordinated with state and Federal natural resource agencies, including the 
LDWF Coastal Operations Program, to minimize impacts to recreational and commercial use of 
the property and to avoid impacts to nesting and sensitive wildlife.  Although UDA-A was 
originally utilized as an upland disposal area, it was re-designated in the 1980’s as a beneficial 
use/bank stabilization disposal site.  UDA-B has not been utilized as a dredged material disposal 
site since at least the 1970’s.   
 
Confinement of dredged material placed at these sites could require the construction of perimeter 
retention dikes to prevent dredged material from escaping into adjacent waterways and lands not 
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environmentally cleared to receive dredged material.  If retention dikes are necessary to prevent 
dredged material from entering adjacent waterways and lands not environmentally cleared to 
receive dredged material, borrow material to construct these dikes would be obtained from 
within these proposed disposal areas.   
 
Construction of flotation access channels may be necessary in shallow water areas adjacent to 
these proposed upland disposal areas to allow barges carrying construction equipment and 
dredge discharge pipelines to access these sites.  Material excavated during the construction of 
flotation access channels would be placed adjacent to the access channels and could be used to 
backfill these access channels when disposal operations have been completed.   
 
All dredged material placement would be performed by a hydraulic dredge.  Dike and flotation 
access channel construction would be performed by a mechanical dredge and/or marsh backhoe-
type equipment.   
 
The HDDA is dredged about every 1-2 years.  Approximately 1-8 million cubic yards of dredged 
material could be placed in the proposed upland disposal areas during each maintenance 
dredging event for the HDDA.  South Pass is dredged about every 4-5 years.  Approximately 1-4 
million cubic yards of dredged material could be placed in the proposed upland disposal areas 
during each maintenance dredging event for the upper reach of South Pass.   
 
The property adjacent to the proposed disposal areas includes emergent marsh, private camps, 
petroleum industry facilities, the Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area, and the open waters 
of the Mississippi River, South Pass, Southwest Pass, and Pass a Loutre.   
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Figure 3.   M
ap of project area. 

  
 



 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4. Map showing proposed disposal areas in West Bay (WBDA); adjacent to Southwest/South 
Pass (UDA-A) and Pass a Loutre (UDA-B); and in the Delta National Wildlife Refuge (DNWR-1).  The 
existing Hopper Dredge Disposal Area (HDDA) located near Head of Passes is also shown. 
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GUIDELINES APPLICABLE TO ALL USES 

 
These guidelines are acknowledged and have been addressed through the preparation of 
responses to the guidelines contained within the specific use categories. 
 
Guidelines 1.1 – 1.6:   The guidelines have been read in their entirety, and all applicable 
guidelines would be complied with.  The proposed project would be in conformance with all 
applicable water and air quality laws, standards and regulations, and with those other laws, 
standards and regulations which have been incorporated into LCRP, and is deemed in 
conformance with the program except to the extent that these guidelines would impose additional 
requirements.  The proposed activity shall not be carried out or conducted in such a manner as to 
constitute a violation of the terms of a grant or donation of any lands or water-bottoms to the 
State or any subdivision thereof.  Information regarding potential impacts of the proposed action 
is provided herein and in the accompanying EA. 
 
Guideline 1.7:  The proposed action is not expected to result in significant or persistent water 
quality impacts in the vicinity of disposal activities.  There would be minor temporary and 
localized increases in suspended sediment and turbidity levels during disposal of dredged 
material.  No significant discharges of inorganic nutrients, pathogens, or toxic substances are 
anticipated.  Minor reductions in dissolved oxygen levels during placement events are expected 
to be temporary.  Salinities, temperature regimes, and water flow patterns will not be adversely 
affected.  Sediment, nutrient, and littoral transport processes will not be affected.   
 
No adverse alteration or destruction of unique or valuable habitats, critical habitat for 
endangered species, important wildlife or fishery breeding or nursery areas, designated wildlife 
management or sanctuary areas, or forestlands is anticipated.  The proposed action would restore 
and positively increase the quantity and quality of habitat in the proposed project area.  Existing 
shallow open water and fragmented marsh would be converted into more continuous emergent 
wetlands increasing the quality of habitat for terrestrial and aquatic animals in the Mississippi 
River Delta.  The proposed action would help offset coastal erosion and provide a low cost 
method of creating coastal wetlands including additional bird habitat, emergent marsh, and 
shallow open water supportive of submerged aquatic vegetation and productive fisheries habitat.  
No adverse cumulative or secondary impacts to the biological productivity of wetland 
ecosystems are anticipated.  The use of dredged material to create emergent marsh would result 
in greater habitat diversity, additional estuarine habitat for economically important species, and 
improved recreation.  Because marsh has been shown to provide a greater reduction in hurricane 
storm surge than open water, restored marsh would offer an incremental benefit in reducing 
hurricane damage.  Significant adverse disruptions of coastal wildlife and fishery migratory 
patterns are not anticipated.  Short-term, minor disruptions to coastal wildlife would occur during 
disposal operations; however, these impacts would be minimally disruptive since most wildlife 
species in the area are mobile and would move to adjacent undisturbed areas during construction 
activities.  Creation and restoration of emergent marsh and other coastal habitat would provide 
additional resting areas for many migratory neotropic birds, seabirds, waterfowl, and other 
organisms. 
 
No adverse alteration or destruction of public parks, shoreline access points, public works, 
designated recreation areas, scenic rivers, or other areas of public use and concern is anticipated. 
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No significant economic impacts on the locality or adverse disruptions of existing social patterns 
would occur due to the proposed action.  No cultural, historical, or recreational resource sites 
would be impacted by construction.  No proximal areas of special concern exist.  No land loss, 
erosion, or subsidence would occur, and no significant, secondary, or cumulative impacts of the 
proposed action would occur.  This project would not result in reduced long-term biological 
productivity of the coastal ecosystem.  Long-term biological productivity in the ecosystem will 
be enhanced through the beneficial use of dredged material for marsh creation. 
 
Guideline 1.8:  Acknowledged. 
 
Guideline 1.9:  The proposed action will provide for multiple, concurrent uses where appropriate 
and avoid unnecessary conflicts of other uses in the vicinity. 
 
Guideline 1.10:  Acknowledged. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR LEVEES 
 

Guidelines 2.1 – 2.6.  The proposed action would not involve the construction of levees, and 
therefore, these guidelines are not applicable. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR LINEAR FACILITIES 
 

Guidelines 3.1-3.16.  The proposed action would not involve the construction of linear facilities, 
and therefore, these guidelines are not applicable. 

 
GUIDELINES FOR DREDGED MATERIAL DEPOSITION 

 
Guidelines 4.1:  Dredged materials would be deposited in a manner that would avoid disruptions 
of water movement, flow, circulation and quality.  Deposition is not expected to result in 
significant or persistent water quality impacts in the vicinity of construction activities.  Any 
minor increases in suspended sediment and turbidity levels during material deposition would be 
temporary and highly localized.  Minor reductions in dissolved oxygen levels associated with 
material deposition would be temporary.  Specific disposal alignments would be developed prior 
to each placement event through close coordination with the appropriate state and Federal natural 
resource agencies. Controlled and monitored deposition of dredged material would ensure 
placement to proper heights for desired habitat creation. 
 
Guideline 4.2:  Material removed during maintenance dredging events would be used 
beneficially to create marsh and restore coastal habitat in existing shallow open water areas 
within West Bay and the DNWR.  It is estimated that approximately 21,131 acres of mainly 
shallow open water in these areas would be converted to emergent marsh and other productive 
coastal habitat, including essential fish habitat.  Additional shallow mud flats and emergent 
vegetation are expected to accumulate after material placement thereby creating suitable habitat 
for wetland vegetation and wildlife species that could occur within the proposed disposal area.   
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Thus, the loss of mainly shallow open water areas and associated habitat would be offset by the 
creation and restoration of new and generally more productive habitat types in the WBDA and 
DNWR-1. 
 
Proposed Upland Disposal Areas A and B shall utilize existing environmentally cleared disposal 
areas (footprints), rather than resulting in the creation of new disposal areas.  Placement of 
dredged material to upland elevations is expected to support scrub-shrub and maritime forest 
ridge vegetation—habitat that is generally lacking throughout much of the Pass a Loutre 
WMA—which could be utilized by birds, mammals, and other terrestrial species in the area. 
 
Guideline 4.3:  Acknowledged. 
 
Guideline 4.4:  Dredged material would be placed unconfined in mainly shallow open water to 
elevations conducive to the production of the desired habitat type.  Dredged material would not 
be placed directly onto any existing marsh to the maximum extent possible.  Some submerged 
aquatic vegetation currently in the disposal area would be covered with dredged material during 
the placement events.  This is not expected to be detrimental as material would be placed at 
elevations to create additional emergent marsh interspersed with areas of shallow open water that 
would be supportive of submerged aquatic vegetation.  Thus, an adequate amount of submerged 
aquatic vegetation is expected to remain in the open water areas within the proposed disposal 
areas after material placement.   
 
Guideline 4.5:  Dredged material would not be disposed of in a manner as to create a hindrance 
to navigation.  Routine maintenance dredging of the passes of the Mississippi River is necessary 
to maintain the channel to authorized dimensions to ensure safe and efficient passage of vessels.  
Operating dredging equipment at the dredging areas within the navigation channels could 
potentially cause some interference or slowdown of Mississippi River navigation.  However, 
CEMVN has had many years of experience in dredging activities along the Mississippi River 
and passes and has developed dredging operation and management techniques to avoid, 
minimize, and reduce the potential of interference or slowdown of river navigation traffic.  
Existing navigation channels and access bayous would not be obstructed by placement of 
dredged material.  The proposed action would not create a hindrance to fishing or hinder timber 
growth.  Portions of the project area would be unavailable for fishing activities during 
construction activities.  However, alternative fishing areas in vicinity of the project area would 
be available during construction and fishing access to the area would be restored after the 
completion of construction activities.  Additionally, the anticipated increase in wetland acreage 
would provide additional habitat for fishery resources, including improved quality and quantity 
of essential fish habitat, increasing the opportunities for commercial and recreational fishing 
activities in the project area.   
 
Guideline 4.6:  For proposed open water beneficial use-disposal areas (DNWR-1 and WBDA), 
closures and/or retention dikes would be constructed as necessary to reduce erosion and prevent 
dredged material from re-entering navigation channels and adjacent waterways following 
placement.  Earth, shell, sheetpile, rock, aggregate, or some combination of these materials 
would be utilized to construct closures and dikes.  Borrow material for closure/dike construction 
would be excavated from adjacent water bottom from within the disposal area.  Earthen 
closures/dikes would be allowed to degrade naturally or, if such degradation does not occur,  
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these structures would be mechanically degraded after the dredged material has compacted and 
dewatered sufficiently to prevent it from entering the navigation channel and adjacent  
waterways.   Placement of material is expected to create emergent marsh which would reduce the 
rates of shoreline erosion within the vicinity of the project area. 
 
For proposed upland disposal areas (UDA-A and UDA-B), confinement of dredged material 
placed at these sites could require the construction of perimeter retention dikes to reduce erosion 
and prevent dredged material from escaping into adjacent waterways and lands not 
environmentally cleared to receive dredged material.  If retention dikes are necessary to prevent 
dredged material from entering adjacent waterways and lands not environmentally cleared to  
receive dredged material, borrow material to construct these dikes would be obtained from 
within these proposed disposal areas.   
 
Guideline 4.7:  The proposed action would not result in the alienation of state owned property. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR SHORELINE MODIFICATIONS 
 
Guidelines 5.1 - 5.4:  Acknowledged. 
 

Guidelines 5.5 - 5.7:  N/A 
 
Guidelines 5.8 – 5.9:  Acknowledged.   
 

GUIDELINES FOR SURFACE ALTERATIONS 
 
Guidelines 6.1 – 6.5:  Acknowledged. 
 
Guideline 6.6:  Flotation access channels, if needed, would be backfilled when disposal 
operations have been completed.   
 
Guidelines 6.7 – 6.9:  Acknowledged. 
 
Guideline 6.10:  The occurrence of low dissolved oxygen conditions in the proposed project area 
waters would be temporary and minor.  No heavy metal traps would be created. 
 
Guidelines 6.11 – 6.13:  Acknowledged. 
 
Guideline 6.14:  Fill materials used for the creation of wetland and upland habitat would be, to 
the maximum extent practicable, free of known contaminants and compatible with the 
environmental setting. 

 
GUIDELINES FOR HYDROLOGIC AND  

SEDIMENT TRANSPORT MODIFICATIONS 
 
Guidelines 7.1 – 7.9:  Placement of dredged material into the proposed disposal areas would be 
designed in close coordination with state and Federal natural resource agencies using the best  
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practical techniques to prevent “cut-arounds”, permit tidal exchange in tidal areas, and minimize 
the obstruction of the migration of aquatic organisms.  Specific disposal alignments would be 
developed prior to each disposal event through close coordination with state and Federal natural 
resource agencies.  It is anticipated that once material settles to desired elevations, the area 
would naturally vegetate and become supportive of suitable habitat for a variety of aquatic, 
terrestrial, and avian wildlife species.  Best preventative techniques would be utilized to avoid 
undesirable deposition of sediments into sensitive habitat or navigation areas.  
 

GUIDELINES FOR DISPOSAL OF WASTES 
 

Guidelines 8.1 – 8.9:  The proposed action would not involve the disposal of wastes; therefore, 
these guidelines are not applicable. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR USES THAT RESULT IN THE ALTERATION 
OF WATERS DRAINING INTO COASTAL WATERS 

 
Guidelines 9.1 – 9.3:  N/A. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MINERAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Guidelines 10.1 – 10.14:  The proposed action would not involve oil, gas, and other mineral 
activities; therefore, these guidelines are not applicable. 

 
 

CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 
 

The proposed designation of additional disposal areas in West Bay and within the Delta National 
Wildlife Refuge, and the re-designation of existing disposal areas adjacent to the upper South 
Pass and Pass a Loutre navigation channels, would provide new and cost-effective disposal 
capacity for dredged material removed during routine maintenance dredging of Southwest Pass, 
South Pass, and the HDDA located in the Federally-maintained Mississippi River, Baton Rouge 
to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana project.  It is anticipated that the beneficial use-placement of 
dredged material associated with the proposed action could result in the creation of up to 17,781 
acres of emergent marsh in West Bay and the creation/restoration of up to 3,350 acres of 
emergent marsh and other coastal habitat, including essential fish habitat, within the eroding 
DNWR.  Created and restored marsh would provide new/improved habitat for use by 
economically-important fish and wildlife species for shelter, nesting, feeding, roosting, cover, 
nursery grounds, and other life requirements.  Additional upland habitat created in the Pass a 
Loutre WMA would provide higher-elevation habitat types (e.g., scrub-shrub and maritime 
forest ridge) and enhance survivability for terrestrial and avian wildlife species, such as deer and 
mottled duck, that inhabit the area.  The proposed action would help to offset the significant land 
loss and coastal habitat erosion that has occurred in the area over the past 50 years. 
 
Based on this evaluation, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District has 
determined that the proposed action is consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, with the 
State of Louisiana's Coastal Resources Program. 
 




