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• Required for all major Federal actions

• Analyze potential impacts to the human and natural      
environment and investigate reasonable alternatives 

• Analyses documented in Individual Environmental 
Reports (IER)

• Public Involvement is KEY!  We want to hear from you!

• Goal: more informed decision making through public 
involvement

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
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Purpose and Need

Reduce risk to Orleans 
and Jefferson Parishes 

from storm surge-induced 
flooding through the 17th 

St, Orleans Ave, and 
London Ave Canals, while 
not impeding the ability of 

the area’s internal 
drainage system to 
remove rainwater.
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Congressional Authority

4th Supplemental

In June 2006, Congress passed Public Law 109-234 
giving the Corps authorization and appropriations
to design and construct Permanent Pumps for the 
outfall canals – specifically, to “…modify the 17th 

Street, Orleans Avenue, and London Avenue 
drainage canals and install pumps and closure 

structures at or near the lakefront...”
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Outfall Canal Technical Evaluation Report

• May 2007, Congress passed Public Law 110-28 
directing the Corps to evaluate the technical 
advantages and disadvantages of four options for 
storm surge reduction at the outfall canals

• Completed in August 2007

• Report did not consider environmental impacts,     
cost or socioeconomic factors
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Proposed Action: See alternative described in Section 2.3 of IER 5
Option 1:
“…operating the new pumping stations (Permanent Pumps) at the mouths of 
the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and London Avenue canals in the New 
Orleans area directed for construction in Public Law 109-234 concurrently or 
in series with existing Sewerage & Water Board (S&WB) pumping stations 
serving these canals.”

Option 2: See alternative described in Section 2.4.4 of IER 5 “...removing the 
existing Sewerage & Water Board (S&WB) pumping stations and 
configuring the new pumping stations (Permanent Pumps) and associated 
canals to handle all needed discharges to the lakefront…”

Option 2a: See alternative described in Section 2.5.8.2 of IER 5
“…or in combination with discharges directly to the Mississippi River in 
Jefferson Parish…”

Outfall Canal Technical Evaluation Report
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7

Permanent Pump Status
• Existing Interim Closure Structures (ICS) have limited 

project life

• Option 1 is permanent replacement (IER 5 Proposed Action)

• Option 1 is authorized and funded

• Corps Headquarters is currently evaluating the possibility of 
constructing a modification to Option 1

• Engineering feasibility study of Options 2 and 2a is authorized;
funding needed from Congress; 2-3 year timeframe

• Construction of Options 2 or 2a is not authorized nor funded
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Individual Environmental Report (IER) 5 
Proposed Action

Proposed Action: new permanent pump station and closure (i.e.
gates) at or near the mouth of the outfall canals operating in series with
the existing Sewerage & Water Board (S&WB) pump stations.
Described in Section: 2.3 of the IER document

Site Location Selection Criteria:
Based on constructability, risk & reliability, human & environmental
impacts.

Proposed Site Locations 
17th Street Canal: Location A
Orleans Avenue Canal: Location B
London Avenue Canal: Location C 
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Features of Common Interest
• Safety

– 100-year level of risk reduction
• Not impede the ability of the area’s internal drainage system 

to remove rainwater

• Minimize Environmental Impacts
– Pump station height

• Lowest profile possible
• Reduce visibility of auxiliary systems (e.g. generators, 

fuel tanks, etc.)
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Features of Common Interest (continued)

• Minimize Environmental Impacts (continued)
– Noise during construction and operations

• Maintain construction hours in accordance with 
local ordinances

– Minimize neighborhood traffic, dust, and congestion

– Private/public property
• Smallest possible footprint
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Current Interim Closure Structures (ICS) 
• Constructed after Hurricane Katrina
• Provides 100-year level of risk reduction
• Life span  

– 3-5 years originally
– Extended 5-7 years

“as long as the permanent facilities proceed according 
to schedule and a thorough inspection and maintenance 
program is followed for the temporary facilities, there are 
no immediate vulnerabilities to catastrophic failures with 
the hydraulic pumping systems or their supporting 
systems."
Parsons Final Report to DoD IG - Temp Outfall Canal 
Pumps, 27 Feb 2009
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Street Level View of Orleans West Side

Interim Closure 
Structures will be 
removed in 2014 after 
Permanent Pump 
Stations have been 
constructed and 
commissioned

Current view of hydraulic pump platform
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Interim Closure Structure (ICS) 
at 17th Street
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17th Street Canal
Proposed Site Location A

The  proposed site location shown indicates a maximum footprint 
with the intent to minimize the footprint during construction.

ICS
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17th Street Canal 
Proposed Site Location A

• Reasons layout alternative A was selected as the 
proposed site:
– No bridge modification required
– Fewer constructability issues
– Less impact on commercial and residential properties 

when compared to other layout alternatives 
– The ability to site the pump station and closure 

structure so that local businesses could possibly 
remain in their present location

– Section 5.2.1 of the IER describes advantages and 
disadvantages of each layout alternative
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Interim Closure Structure (ICS)
at Orleans Avenue
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Orleans Avenue Canal 
Proposed Action Site B

The  proposed site location shown indicates a maximum footprint 
with the intent to minimize the footprint during construction.

ICS
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Orleans Avenue Canal 
Proposed Site Location B

• Reasons layout alternative B was selected as the 
proposed site:

– Ease of construction and minimal impacts on 
existing hurricane risk reduction system when 
compared to other layout alternatives 

– Requires less new parallel protection construction 
– Less traffic impacts
– No bridge modification required

• Section 5.2.2 of the IER describes advantages and 
disadvantages of each layout alternative
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Interim Closure Structure (ICS) at 
London Avenue
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London Avenue Canal
Proposed Site Location C

The  proposed site location shown indicates a maximum footprint 
with the intent to minimize the footprint during construction.

ICS
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London Avenue Canal 
Proposed Site Location C

• Reasons layout alternative C was selected as the 
proposed site:
– fewer constructability issues 
– less impact to maintaining canal operations with 

layout 
– no bridge modification required
– less environmental and visual impacts

• Section 5.2.3 of the IER describes advantages and 
disadvantages of each layout alternative
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IER 5: Proposed Site Locations   

17th Street Canal Orleans Ave Canal London Ave Canal
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Est. Construction CompletionDec 2013
Demolition of the Interim Closure Structures2014

Meeting # 2 Community InvolvementOct 2009

Meeting # 1 Community InvolvementSep 2009

Meeting # 3 Community InvolvementNov 2009

Issue Design-Build Phase II Request for ProposalDec 2009

Issue Design-Build Phase I Request for ProposalAug 2009

NEPA IER #5 public review period (minimum 30 days)4 May 2009

Award Design-Build ContractJun 2010

Project Partnership AgreementAug 2009

IER Decision RecommendationJun 2009

Proposed Schedule
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Community Involvement for 
Design-Build RFP

• Meeting 1- Provide preliminary design parameters to the 
public for review and comments (September 09)

• Meeting 2- Discuss ideas and receive written comments 
from the public (30 days after Meeting 1)

• Meeting 3- Discuss which ideas and comments were 
and/or were not incorporated into the RFP and why 
(30 days after Meeting 2)
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Questions and comments regarding Hurricane Risk Reduction Projects 
should be addressed to:

Gib Owen
PM-RS

P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Telephone: 504-862-1337
E-mail: mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

Opportunities for Public Input
• Regular Public Meetings throughout the Hurricane and Storm 

Damage Risk Reduction System (HSDRRS) Area 

• Make sure to sign in tonight to get on our meeting notification 
mailing list

• Comments can be submitted at any time at

• Individual Environmental Reports (IER) minimum 30-day 
Public Review

www.nolaenvironmental.gov
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Resources
www.nolaenvironmental.gov http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil


