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Meeting PurposeMeeting Purpose

� To discuss temporary traffic impacts generated� To discuss temporary traffic impacts generated 
by new and ongoing construction of the Western 
Tie-In project, in St. Charles and Jefferson p j ,
Parishes.
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Contact InformationContact Information
Please contact the Public 

Affairs Office with 
questions concerning 

hurricane system projects.
504-862-2201504 862 2201

AskTheCorps@usace.army.mil
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Minimizing Impacts is a Team EffortMinimizing Impacts is a Team Effort
.

� We are making a concerted effort to minimize the 
impacts however some impacts are unavoidableimpacts however, some impacts are unavoidable.

� To determine the best method to minimize impacts 
the Corps has worked closely with :the Corps has worked closely with :
• St. Charles Parish elected officials

• Louisiana Department of Transportation

• Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration

St Charles Parish School Board• St. Charles Parish School Board

• St. Charles Parish Sherriff’s Office
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• Lafourche Basin Levee District
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Risk – Shared Responsibility 
I iti l Ri kInitial Risk

Nonstructural - Zoning

Building Codes

Outreach

Evacuation Plan

Insurance

Risk

Insurance

Levees / Floodwalls / Structures

Risk
Residual

RiskRisk

BUILDING STRONG®
5



BUILDING STRONG®6



Westbank and Vicinity SystemWestbank and Vicinity System

Western Tie-In
Project Area
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Western Tie-InWestern Tie-In

WBV 75WBV 75

East/West Levee
WBV 71 WBV 73

WBV 72

WBV 74

Dewatering
Cells
WBV 75
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Western TieWestern Tie--InIn
� Project Features:

� Levees� Levees 
� Sector gate 
� Floodwall 
� Highway crossing 
� 3 rolling gates
� Highway bridge
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WBVWBV--75: Railroad and Hwy 18 Crossings75: Railroad and Hwy 18 Crossings

� Contract features 3 roller gates:g
� 2 roller gates at railroad
� 1 roller gate at Hwy 18g y

� Proposed changes to the existing plan include 
fan earthen ramp at Hwy 18 instead of the 

approved roller gate

� Contract award scheduled for Oct 2010 and 
expected completion date is May 2011
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expected completion date is May 2011
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Construction Area at Hwy. 18Construction Area at Hwy. 18

Mississippi Riverpp

Construction AreaConstruction Area

Davis Pond 
Freshwater
Diversion
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Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18

� Original plan was a roller gate at Hwy 18Original plan was a roller gate at Hwy 18

� Plan was re-evaluated due to concerns raised� Plan was re-evaluated due to concerns raised 
about evacuation events

� Revised plan developed in conjunction with:
� Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration� Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration
� Department of Transportation and Development
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Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18
� Factors considered during re-evaluation

Ri k / R li bilit� Risk / Reliability
� Environment (Natural / Human)
� Total Project Cost� Total Project Cost
� Time / Constructability
� Operations & Maintenance Impacts� Operations & Maintenance Impacts
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Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18Roller Gate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18
Alternative 1 ( Roller Gate) Alternative 2 (Ramp)

- Requires someone to close before an event
-Risk if the wall is not maintained

-Does not require human involvement
-Smoother transition into the MRL

- Cannot close in high winds
-Will have an emergency bypass route
- Immediate 2057 elevation, less chance of 
overtopping

-Will be able to pass traffic during an event 
for evacuation
-Small wooded area impacted
- Significant local traffic impacts during 
constr ction

Evalua

- Minor impacts to traffic during 
construction
-Noise Impacts
-Continuous evacuation route during an 
event (one lane)

construction
- approx 45 to 60 day road closure during 
construction
-Ramps are safer for local residents for day 
to day traffication

event (one lane)
-Estimated construction duration
- Estimated cost were virtually equal
- Requires more cost for the operation
- Guard rails would require maintenance 

y
-Noise Impacts
-Continuous evacuation route during an 
event (two lanes)
- Estimated construction durationq
- Estimated cost were virtually equal
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Ramp OptionRamp OptionRamp OptionRamp Option
� The ramp was selected over the floodgatep g

� Risk/reliability
� Shorter project duration
� Less Operations and Maintenance� Less Operations and Maintenance 

� Provide continuous access

� Allow traffic to continue on the highway during 
storm eventsstorm events

� Preferred alternative by the local sponsor
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Ramp Construction ImpactsRamp Construction ImpactsRamp Construction ImpactsRamp Construction Impacts
� Increased traffic along LA 18 near construction site for g

approx 45-60 days

� Re-route traffic (bypass road and detour)

� Elevated noise levels� Elevated noise levels

� Impact small wooded areaImpact small wooded area
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Traffic ImpactsTraffic Impacts
� Anticipated duration of approx 45-60 days

� School bus and emergency vehicle traffic will continue to travel on River� School bus and emergency vehicle traffic will continue to travel on River 
Road with assistance from the St. Charles Parish Sheriff Deputies

� Concerted effort to minimize impacts� Concerted effort to minimize impacts

� Worked to minimize the temporary traffic� Worked to minimize the temporary traffic 
impacts by coordinating with :

• St. Charles Parish School Board• St. Charles Parish elected officials
• St. Charles Parish Sherriff’s 

Office

• Lafourche Basin Levee District

• Louisiana Department of Transportation

• Office of Coastal Protection and 
Restoration
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Current ConditionsCurrent Conditions
LulingLuling to Cytecto CytecLulingLuling to Cytecto Cytec

Route:
• Luling
• River Road (LA 18)

NN

River Road (LA 18)
• Total travel 7.3 miles
• Travel time: 12min

Construction
Area
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Detour  RouteDetour  Route
LulingLuling to Cytecto CytecLulingLuling to Cytecto Cytec

NN
Route:
• Luling
• River Road (LA 18)

NN

River Road (LA 18)
• Barton Ave
• Hwy 90
• River Rd
• Total travel 20 miles ConstructionTotal travel 20 miles
• Travel time: 29 min

Construction
Area
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Current ConditionsCurrent Conditions
Hahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale Shipyards

Route:
• Hahnville
• River Road (LA 18)

NN

River Road (LA 18)
Total travel 17.5 miles

• Travel time: 28 min

ConstructionConstruction
Area
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Detour RouteDetour Route
Hahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale ShipyardsHahnville to Avondale Shipyards

Route:
• Hahnville
• River Road (LA 18)

NN

River Road (LA 18)
• Barton Ave
• Highway 90
• Avondale Garden Rd
• Total travel 17 milesTotal travel 17 miles
• Travel time: 29 min

Construction
Area
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Bypass Road Alternatives ConsideredBypass Road Alternatives ConsideredBypass Road Alternatives ConsideredBypass Road Alternatives Considered

� Controlled Single Lane Access South of LA-18g

� Bridge Across Davis Pond Diversion Canal

� Railroad Spur Removal for 2 Lane Access

� Controlled Two-Lane Access on the North & South of 
LA-18LA 18
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Limiting Factors for Bypass RoadLimiting Factors for Bypass RoadLimiting Factors for Bypass RoadLimiting Factors for Bypass Road

� Construction Right of Way (ROW)g y ( )

� Cost

� Timeline

� Railroad capacity

� DOTD detour requirements
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23



LALA--18 Bypass Road18 Bypass Road
Controlled Single Lane Access South of LA-18Controlled Single Lane Access South of LA 18

Construction AreaConstruction Area
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Proposed ActionProposed Action
C S S fControlled Single Lane Access South of LA-18

Mississippi Riverpp

Construction AreaConstruction AreaConstruction AreaConstruction Area

Davis Pond 
Freshwater
Diversion
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Proposed Ramp BenefitsProposed Ramp BenefitsProposed Ramp BenefitsProposed Ramp Benefits
• Preliminary design is complete• St. Charles Parish Sheriff Preliminary design is complete

• Shortest construction duration 
allows completion of risk 

St. Charles Parish Sheriff 
Deputies will control traffic 24-
hours per day

reduction features by June 2011

• Only construct one detour lane 
O

• Maintains safe conditions for 
construction workers 

within existing ROW

• Does not require additional re-
design

• Does not require additional 
Right-of-Way

Does not require the removal design• Does not require the removal 
of any adjacent structures
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Proposed Action SummaryProposed Action SummaryProposed Action SummaryProposed Action Summary
� Controlled Single Lane Access Selected for: 

1. Safety 
2. Constructability and Time
3. Total Project Costs

� Alternative Comments
1. Crossing Davis Pond would be unsafe for commuters, would 

require at grade railroad crossings and is cost prohibitive
2. Permission to remove the Railroad Spur is highly unlikely, very 

time consuming and extremely expensive
3. Detouring traffic to both the North and South of the project 

would be unsafe for construction workers.  Property on north 
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Possible Controlled TwoPossible Controlled Two--LaneLane
Access Road Under EvaluationAccess Road Under EvaluationAccess Road Under EvaluationAccess Road Under Evaluation

Current LandscapeCurrent Landscape
Possible Construction SequencingPossible Construction SequencingPost Construction LandscapePost Construction Landscape

Facing West
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Next StepsNext Steps

� Collect feedback tonightCollect feedback tonight 
� Environmental document (Individual 

Environmental Report Supplemental 16)Environmental Report Supplemental 16) 
scheduled for release later this month
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Opportunities for Public InputOpportunities for Public Input
• Regular public meetings throughout the Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk 

Reduction System (HSDRRS) Area 

• Make sure to sign in tonight to get on our meeting notification mailing list

• Construction Impact Hotline: 1- 877- 427- 0345

• Comments can be submitted at any time at 
www.nolaenvironmental.gov

Questions and comments may be submitted to
Telephone: 504 862 2201Telephone: 504-862-2201

E-mail: AskTheCorps@usace.army.mil
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Upcoming Public MeetingsUpcoming Public Meetings
Tuesday, Jun. 15, 2010
LCA Convent/Blind River FS meeting
St. James Parish Courthouse
5800 LA 44
Convent LA 70723

Thursday, Jun. 24, 2010
LCA - Amite River Diversion Canal FS
French Settlement High School
15875 Hwy 16
French Settlement LA 70733Convent, LA 70723

Open house is from 6 to 7:00
Presentation begins at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, Jun. 17, 2010

French Settlement, LA 70733
Open house is from 6 to 7:00
Presentation begins at 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Jun. 29, 2010
LCA Convey Atchafalaya River/Houma Navigation Canal 

Lock FS Morgan City Auditorium
728 Myrtle St.
Morgan City, LA 70380
Open house 6 to 7 pm

IER Supplemental 16 public meeting (Western Tie-In) 
Cytec's Tom Call Pavilion 
10800 River Road, Waggaman, LA  
Open House 6:00 p.m.
Presentation 6:30 p mOpen house 6 to 7 pm

Presentation 7 to 9 pm

Tuesday, Jun. 22, 2010
LCA- White Ditch

Presentation 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 15, 2010
LCA - Terrebonne Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration 
FS Dumas Auditorium

Phoenix High School
13073 Highway 15
Braithwaite, LA 70040
Open house is from 6 to 7:00
Presentation begins at 7:00 p m

301 West Tunnel Blvd.
Houma, LA 70360
Open house is from 6 to 7:00
Presentation begins at 7:00 p.m.
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ResourcesResources
www.nolaenvironmental.gov http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil
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Visit the following links to follow us on 
Facebook Twitter and Flickr:Facebook, Twitter and Flickr:

http://www.facebook.com/people/New-Orleans-http://www.facebook.com/people/New Orleans
District/100000017439096

http://twitter.com/teamneworleans

http://www.flickr.com/photos/37671998@N05
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Ground RulesGround Rules
• Speaker Request Cards are available at the sign-in tables

• Speakers will be called upon to speak in the order their request card is 
receivedreceived

• Speakers will have a maximum of 5-minutes to speak

• Speakers may not yield unused portions of their time to another speaker

• A speaker may not speak a second time until all speakers have been called on 
k fi ito speak a first time

• All question/comments, verbal or written, will become part of the official 
record for Individual Environmental Report Supplemental 16p pp

• All comments, verbal or written, will be considered equally

BUILDING STRONG®

• Written comments may be submitted on www.nolaenvironmental.gov
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