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MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Plan Feasibility Study & Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District (CEMVN) is hosting a public scoping 
meeting to solicit input on the MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Study proposal to restore the areas 
affected by the MRGO navigation channel.  Participants are encouraged to stop by anytime between 
6:00 and 9:00 p.m, visit the information tables, and discuss the project with Corps personnel.  Ideas 
and issues brought from this meeting will be incorporated in the study process.  
 
Public Action Requeste
Public scoping meetings are planned for the following dates and locations (maps attached): 
 
November 3, 2008:  C.F. Rowley School, 49 Madison Avenue, Chalmette, LA. 

Meeting in school cafeteria. 
 

November 6, 2008:  Leo Seal Community Center, 529 Highway 90, Waveland, MS 
 
An “open house” period is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The meetings will begin at 7:00 pm 
with a brief introduction and presentation of the study process.  Attendees will then break into small 
groups for discussion and comments.  At 8:15 p.m. attendees will regroup to discuss the outcome of 
their smaller group discussions.  The CEMVN invites public input concerning the following scoping 
focus questions: 
 

1.  What are the most important issues, resources, benefits and impacts that should be 
considered in the EIS? 

 
2.  Are there any other restoration features or modifications to the resoration features identified 

that should be considered in the EIS? 
 
In addition to comments received at the meeting, comments will also be  accepted by letter or email.  
Comments must be  postmarked no later than November 20, 2008 to be included in the Scoping 
Report, however your comments and ideas are welcome throughout the alternative formulation and 
selection process. 
 
Scoping Process 
 

The public meeting is part of the scoping process in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act. (NEPA. The NEPA provides for an early and open public process for determining the 
scope of issues, resources, impacts, and alternatives to be addressed in the EIS  
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Scoping Report 
 

A Scoping Report will be prepared following the “scoping” process.  The report will include a listing 
of the important issues and concerns raised, an evaluation of those issues and concerns, and 
recommendations of the substantive issues and concern identified as warranting coverage in the draft 
EIS.  A transcript of the meetings will be furnished with the report. 
 
Study Purpose 
 

The purpose of the study is to develop a comprehensive ecosystem restoration plan, at full Federal 
expense, to restore the areas affected by the MRGO navigation channel as required by Section 7013 of 
WRDA 2007.  Recommendations resulting from the development of the comprehensive ecosystem 
restoration plan would be integrated with the LCA Program and specific projects authorized under 
Sections 7003 and 7006 of WRDA 2007, with the LACPR technical report, and with other similar 
programs and studies. The study would comport with the Chief of Engineer’s “Actions for Change” 
calling for effectively implementing comprehensive systems approaches to water resources problems. 
The study would comply with NEPA and with ER-1105-2-100 (Planning Guidance Notebook). The 
MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Plan would include recommendations that are cost effective, 
environmentally acceptable and technically feasible and that the Secretary of the Army can carry out.   
 
Study Authority 
 

WRDA 2007 Section 7013 (P.L. 110-114 effective Nov. 8, 2007) 
 
INCLUSIONS — At a minimum, the report … shall include—  

– a plan to physically modify the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet and restore the areas 
affected by the navigation channel;  

– a plan to restore natural features of the ecosystem that will reduce or prevent damage 
from storm surge; 

– a plan to prevent the intrusion of saltwater into the waterway; 
– efforts to integrate the recommendations of the report with the [LCA] …and the 

[LACPR] analysis and design …; and  
– consideration of—  

• use of native vegetation; and  
• diversions of fresh water to restore the Lake Borgne ecosystem. 

 
CONSTRUCTION — The Secretary shall carry out a plan to…restore and protect the ecosystem 
substantially in accordance with the plan required …, if the Secretary determines that the project is 
cost-effective, environmentally acceptable, and technically feasible.  
 
Need for Action 
A comprehensive ecosystem restoration plan is necessary to restore the estuarine environment in the 
Middle and Lower Pontchartrain Basin and other surrounding coastal waterbodies and habitat in 
southeastern Louisiana affected by the MRGO navigation channel  The primary environmental 
concerns associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the channel include increases 
in salinity, coastal habitat changes, and land losses.  Construction of the channel created a direct deep 
water link between the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) and the Gulf of Mexico allowing higher 
salinity water to enter the surrounding Lake Borgne and Lake Pontchartrain estuaries on incoming tidal 

 2



cycles.  Construction of the channel resulted in direct wetland losses and damages to the Bayou La 
Loutre Ridge. Placement of dredged material excavated during construction converted adjacent 
wetlands to dredge disposal areas and changed project area hydrology.  Vessel use of the channel 
resulted in bank erosion along the channel. A comprehensive ecosystem restoration plan is needed to 
address the effects of the construction operation, and maintenance of MRGO in concert with the 
anticipated effects of the de-authorization and rock closure of the channel. 
 

 
Study Focus 
 

Resources/Issues to be Addressed 
 

The tentative list of resources and issues to be evaluated in the EIS includes wetlands (marshes and 
swamps), aquatic resources, commercial and recreational fisheries, wildlife resources, essential fish 
habitat, water quality, air quality, threatened and endangered species, recreation resources, and cultural 
resources.  Socioeconomic items to be evaluated include hurricane and flood protection, business and 
industrial activity, employment, land use, public/community facilities and services, population, 
community and regional growth, transportation, and community cohesion. 
 
Potential Restoration Measures 
The study will investigate several types of ecosystem restoration measures such as freshwater, 
sediment and nutrient introduction, wetland protection, restoration and creation, shoreline protection, 
bank stabilization, ridge protection and restoration, barrier island protection and restoration, water 
control measures (gates, weirs, sills, plugs, fill areas), modification of MRGO project features 
(authorized and de-authorized), use of native vegetation, natural features with benefits for storm surge 
damage reduction, and modifications to authorized projects. 
 
For Further Information 
 

Interested parties are encouraged to express their concerns at any time during the study process. 
 
Scoping comments and questions regarding the draft EIS should be addressed to Ms. Sandra Stiles, 
CEMVN-PM-RS, PO Box 60267, New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 or at telephone number (504) 862-
1583.  Ms. Stiles may be reached by fax at (504) 862-2088, or via e-mail at 
sandra.e.stiles@usace.army.mil. 
 
Questions regarding the study should be addressed to the Senior Project Manager Mr. Gregory Miller, 
CEMVN-PM-OR, PO Box 60267, New Orleans, LA 70160-0267, or telephone number (504) 862-
2310.  Mr. Miller may be reached via e-mail at gregory.b.miller@usace.army.mil. 

 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Wiggins 
Chief, Environmental Planning 
     and Compliance Branch 
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Monday, 3 November 2008
C.F. Rowley School, 49 Madison Avenue, Chalmette, LA  
meeting is in school cafeteria, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
MEETING NOTES:    
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Thursday, 6 November 2008 
Leo Seal Community Center, 529 Highway 90, Waveland, MS  
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 
 
MEETING NOTES:    
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