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Why are we here tonight?Why are we here tonight?

� To discuss the status of the construction of 
the Western Tie-In project



BUILDING STRONG®

RiskRisk –– Shared ResponsibilityShared Responsibility
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Westbank and Vicinity SystemWestbank and Vicinity System
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Western TieWestern Tie--InIn
� Project Features:

� Levees 
� Sector gate 
� Floodwall 
� Highway crossing 
� 3 rolling gates
� Highway bridge

� Ties into existing Lake Cataouatche Levee and 
Mississippi River Levee in St. Charles Parish

� Maintains water exchange to preserve wetland area 
above Hwy 90
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Western Tie-In

Davis Pond

Mississippi River
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WBVWBV--70: Dewatering Cells70: Dewatering Cells
� Dewatering cells used to 

temporarily keep water out of 
area while building levee 
foundation before WBV-72 
levee contract could begin

� Sand base for subsequent 
levee construction

� Substantially completed April 
16, 2010

� Finished 6 months ahead of 
schedule
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WBVWBV--72: East to West Levee72: East to West Levee
� $42.4 M awarded on March 22, 2010 to WRS 

Compass

� Construction should begin within the next few 
weeks

� Scheduled completion date - June 2011

� Construction of 2.35 mile stretch of levee to 
the 100-year elevation of 13.5 ft
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Traffic ConditionsTraffic Conditions
� Current traffic conditions include 

a small break in the median for 
turning traffic

� Contract to construct u-turn 
lanes has been awarded and 
will be complete with in the next 
60 days 

� New u-turn lanes will alleviate 
some traffic congestion on Hwy 
90
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Placement of U-Turn Lanes

Hwy. 90

Western TieWestern Tie--In UIn U--Turn AlignmentTurn Alignment
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Before UBefore U--Turn Lane on Hwy 90Turn Lane on Hwy 90
west bound traffic

east bound traffic

Not to scale
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UU--Turn Lane On Hwy 90Turn Lane On Hwy 90

M e r g e  L a n e

west bound traffic

east bound traffic

Not to scale
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WBVWBV--71: North to South Levee71: North to South Levee

� Levee construction on north side of Hwy 90

� $5.3 M contract awarded on Sept 25, 2009 to 
DQSI

� Construction began Sept 30, 2009 

� Scheduled to be complete in Sept 2010

� Construction 50% complete
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WBVWBV--74: Closure Structure74: Closure Structure

� Requires construction of a 56 ft sector gate 
at Sellers Canal

� Sector gate will remain open at all times and 
only close to prevent storm surge

� Contract awarded within the next few days

� Scheduled to be complete in Sept 2011
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WBVWBV--73: Highway Crossing73: Highway Crossing

� Consists of a floodwall built to elevation     
15.5 ft with a bridge built over the floodwall

� Bridge over floodwall will maintain traffic 
patterns during evacuation 

� Traffic will detour from Hwy 90 for a significant 
portion construction duration
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Hwy 90 DetourHwy 90 Detour

west bound traffic

B r i d g e

B r i d g e
east bound traffic

Not to scale
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WBVWBV--75: Railroad and Hwy 18 75: Railroad and Hwy 18 
CrossingsCrossings

� Contract features 3 roller gates:
� 2 roller gates at railroad
� 1 roller gate at Hwy 18

� Proposed changes to the existing plan include 
an earthen ramp at Hwy 18 instead of the 
approved roller gate

� Contract award scheduled for Oct 2010 and 
expected completion date is May 2011
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Floodgate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18Floodgate vs. Ramp at Hwy. 18

� Original plan was a floodgate at Hwy 18

� Re-evaluated due to concerns raised 
about evacuation events
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Anticipated ImpactsAnticipated Impacts

� Increased noise

� Increased traffic

� Restricted water access for Sellers Canal

� Detours

� Sand and dust

� Wetland impacts
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TimelineTimeline
� WBV 72: East – West Levee

�22 Mar 2010: contract awarded
�June 2011: expected completion date

� WBV 71: North – South Levee
�25 Sept 2009: contract awarded
�30 Sept 2009: construction started
�Sept 2010: expected completion date
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TimelineTimeline
� WBV 74: Closure Structure

�April 2010: expected award date
�Sept 2011: expected completion date

� WBV-75: Railroad and Hwy 18 Crossings
�Oct 2010: award date
�May 2011: expected completion date
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Upcoming Public MeetingsUpcoming Public Meetings
Open House 6 p.m. Open House 6 p.m. -- Presentation 6:30 p.m.Presentation 6:30 p.m.

� Thursday, Apr. 29, 2010
LCA Convent/Blind River 
St. James Parish Courthouse, 5800 LA 44
Convent, LA 70723

� Thursday, May 13, 2010
West Bank & Vicinity Mitigation 
Delgado Community College, Westbank Campus - Algiers 
2600 General Meyer Ave., Rm 130 Auditorium
New Orleans, LA 70114
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Questions and comments may be submitted to
Telephone: 504-862-2201

E-mail: AskTheCorps@usace.army.mil

Opportunities for Public InputOpportunities for Public Input
• Regular public meetings throughout the Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk 

Reduction System (HSDRRS) Area 

• Make sure to sign in tonight to get on our meeting notification mailing list

• Construction Impact Hotline: 1- 877- 427- 0345

• Comments can be submitted at any time at 
www.nolaenvironmental.gov
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ResourcesResources
www.nolaenvironmental.gov http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil
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Visit the following links to follow us on Visit the following links to follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Flickr:Facebook, Twitter and Flickr:

http://www.facebook.com/people/New-Orleans-
District/100000017439096

http://twitter.com/teamneworleans

http://www.flickr.com/photos/37671998@N05


